Bedfordshire
Local History
Association

Thirty-First Annual General Meeting

of the Bedfordshire Local History Association will be held on
Saturday, 6th June 2026 at 9:30 am

at St Mary’s Parish Church, Church Street, Luton, LU1 3JF

There is no limit to the number of members from member Societies who may attend the
AGM, but only two members from each Society may vote.

The documents included here are for items 2, 4, 5 and 6 of the BLHA AGM and are shown
below in bold.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the Thirtieth Annual General Meeting, held on 28th June 2025
3. Matters arising
4, Chairman’s Report 2025-2026
5. Treasurer’s Report 2025-2026
6. Election of Chairman, Officers and Committee
7. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the Association’s accounts
8. Any Other Business

9. Date of Next Year's AGM and Conference



2. Minutes of the Thirtieth Annual General Meeting, held
on 28th June 2025

Bedfordshire Local History Association
Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting held at
Colmworth Village Hall, Church Road, Colmworth, Bedford MK44 2JX
Saturday, 28th June 2025 at 9:30 am

Present. 41 delegates.

1 Apologies for Absence

Jo Leary Ampthill and District Preservation Society

John Leary Ampthill and District Preservation Society

Leigh Hart Ampthill and District Archaeological and Local History Society
Mark Tresidder Bedfordshire Family History Society

Lynn Manning Bedfordshire Family History Society

Ted Martin Langford and District History Society

Stella Gibbs Roxton & District Local History Group

Maria Screen Roxton & District Local History Group

2 Minutes of the Twenty-Ninth Annual General Meeting held on 22nd June 2024

The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and copies were available in
the hall.

Acceptance was proposed by Stuart Antrobus and Kevan Fadden.
The minutes were approved and signed.

3 Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

4 Chairman’s Reports 2024-2025
Copies of the Chairman’s report were available in the hall and included below.

First, | would like to offer you all a warm welcome to the 2025 Bedfordshire Local History
Association AGM and Conference. Thank you to Colmworth and Neighbours History
Society, who are hosting the event today.

Last year's conference was held in Leighton Buzzard and the theme was ‘Leighton
Buzzard and Linslade through the Ages’. We can all remember the dual presentation on
the WW2 secret headquarters known as Q Central and how it was regularly camouflaged
to avoid detection.

| took the opportunity to talk about your committee’s new strategy to address issues partly
caused by the Covid pandemic. | can report on several of those initiatives today as | reflect
on the mixed fortunes of the past year.

On one hand, we have seen the demise of two of our member societies. The group at
2



Harlington was formally closed. Management of the closure was very professional and their
resources have been properly allocated to our county Archive and our accounts will show
that they have transferred their remaining funds to BLHA. The group at Toddington, which
has been inactive for some time, is also going through the closure process. We are sad to
lose them both and thank their committees for all their previous work. We do hope that the
new toolkit we have prepared will support any society who in the future may struggle to
manage either committee membership or their programme of activities.

Also, many of you will have heard that Bedfordshire Historical Record Society have a
meeting this coming September to discuss the closure of that Society.

On the other hand we have seen some impressive steps forward as part of our new
strategic programme. We have seen record numbers attend our Autumn event when 32
members visited Turvey House and All Saints Church.

Our recent Spring Event was a visit to Panacea Museum when 13 members attended. The
Museum tells the story of the Panacea Society, a religious community based in Bedford for
90 years, who hold Joanna’ Southcott’s Box, a curious icon of inter-war Britain.

During the year we have promoted several new initiatives; there has been substantial
interaction with neighbouring counties and the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Associations
are coming together to host a regional conference on behalf of the national body, the
British Association for Local History. That event is scheduled for October 2025 and will be
held in Barton-Le-Clay. The title will be 'Crossing Counties: Transport in Herts, Beds and
Bucks'.

Our most important new event was the inaugural Bedfordshire Heritage Awards which
were hosted in Bedford in January. There were 17 entries over 4 classes and we were
pleased to see winners from across the county.

o Best Book was won by Friends of the Bedford Cemetery

o Best Journal was won by Bedford Architectural, Archaeological & Local
History Society

o Best Project was won for an enactment of the Fall of Bedford Castle

o Best Website was won by Turvey History Society

We can announce that the next qualifying period for this biennial award scheme is April
2024 through to April 2026 and we are planning to add new classes for ‘school/college
projects’ and ‘collaborative projects involving more than one society’. The award ceremony
will be in January 2027. Please do look at the display boards at this conference to see
fuller details of all entries.

We have also seen our new Speaker Directory continue to grow and that our society
programme coordinators are making good use of it.

The total membership of the Association has remained fairly steady. The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust have approached the BLHA and the Hertfordshire
Association regarding membership and a collaboration.

Finally, | would like to thank the committee for their work during this last year; Clive Makin,
the Secretary; Sandra Peacock, the Treasurer; Ted Martin, HIB Journal Editor; Bob
Ricketts who led the Award Scheme; Colin West; Lynn Manning, and Pamela Birch (ex-
officio) Bedfordshire Archives. We are looking to increase the committee so please
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consider joining us.

Thanks also to Liz, Clive’s wife, who maintains our website and has again made many
design changes over the last year to improve the user-friendliness of the site.

Des Hoar, Chairman 28th June 2025

Acceptance of the Chairman’s Report was proposed by Bob Ricketts and George Howe

The Chairman’s report was followed by a five-slide presentation.
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October 2025 and will be held in Barton-Le-Clay.

The title will be ’Crossing Counties: Transport History in Herts, Beds and Bucks’
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Award Winners
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Visit the BLHA Table

O All Entries for 2024/25
U Winners 2024/25
O Preliminary information about

the 2026/27 scheme

Bedfordshire
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Speaker Directory

Contact
Title Duration Summary Speaker

details
Caring for books and 1 hour Pamela introduces you to the materials documents are Pamela Pamela
documents: simple made from and the major enemies of those materials. Birch Birch
measures to ensure She then explains simple measures you can use at
that your precious home to keep your documents in good condition for
family records come to generations to come. The session can include a show
no harm. and tell element if audience members wish to bring

they have for di: ion (allow an extra 15
minutes for this).

Delectable Documents 1 hour to 1 Using a selection of her favourite documents from the Pamela Pamela
— 800 years of hour 15 mins. collections of Bedfordshire Archives, Pamela takes us Birch Birch

Bedfordshire History on a chronological and thematic journey through the

county's history




5 Treasurer’s Report 2024-2025

1.

Membership numbers have remained fairly static this year. Subscriptions are
showing a fall but this is due to the bank taking standing order amounts out mainly
in April 2025 this year.

. Harlington Heritage Trust closed this year and they donated their residual funds to

the BLHA.
Insurance and website costs have not varied.

Admin costs included the stationery and printing costs for last year's AGM.
The only other cost was associated with the Awards ceremony. This is to be a
bi-yearly event.

The two events held this year were well attended. The residual from last year’s
event, Stotfold Mill are shown in the Accounts and the monies to the Panacea
Museum will show in next year’s Accounts.



BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION
Accounts Year end 31st March 2025

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
2024-25 2023-24 2024-25 2023-24
Subscriptions 380.00 455.00
Stannard Books 22.00
Events:
Woburn Heritage Walk 87.50 235.00
Stotfold Mill 121.50 175.00 255.00
Turvey 340.00 330.00
Panacea 40.00
Awards 324.65
Committee inc a/c t/frs
Website 187.12  158.32
Postage 4.20
Insurance 75.00 75.00
Admin 349.77 189.45
Harlington Heritage Trust 2,355.28
3,258.78 717.50 1521.54 661.97
Open balance on Treasurer's a/c 2,979.79
Surplus/deficit for year 2024/2025 1,737.24
|Batance at Year End 31st March 2025 4,717.03 |

Represented by: Lloyds Bank Treasurer's Account £2979.79

|Working Total 4,717.03 |

| have examined the ccounts of the Bedfordshire Local History Associat{)n shown above which
are the responsibility of the Committee of the Association to prepare, in my opinion the
Accounts give a true and fair view,as shown by the books and vouchers presented to me and
information and explanations given, of the Balance of Funds as at 31st March 2025 and of the
receipts and payments for year ended on that date.

Sandra Peacock, Honorary Treasurer 28th June 2025

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by George Howe and Bob Ricketts



6 Election of Chairman, Officers and Committee

7

Officers / Nominee Proposed by Seconded by
Committee

Chairman Des Hoar June Barnes Kathryn Jenns
Secretary

Treasurer

Committee Clive Makin* Kevan Fadden Peter Misson
Committee Lynn Manning Mark Tresidder Mary Wooldridge
Committee Sandra Peacock* Felicity Brimblecombe | Chris Brimblecombe
Committee Bob Ricketts Clive Makin Des Hoar
Committee Colin West Mark Tresidder Mary Wooldridge

Ex officio - Pamela Birch, Bedfordshire Archives representative.

Ted Martin is standing down from the committee but is happy to continue as the editor of

the HIB Journal.

Note* Sandra Peacock and Clive Makin have completed their term of 5 years as officers.
They are eligible for re-election to the committee and are also willing to be co-opted to the
posts of Treasurer and Secretary at the first BLHA Committee meeting after the AGM.

It was proposed by Stuart Antrobus and Kevin Levitt that the present committee be re-elected

en bloc.

Appointment of Independent Examiner of the Association’s Accounts

John Shipman was thanked for examining the Association’s accounts and was put forward for

appointment for the 2025-2026 year.

Proposed by Kevan Fadden and Pamela Birch.




8 Any Other Business

George Howe — Thanked the BLHA Committee for their work over the past year, and in
particular their efforts to modernise the association.

9 Date of next year’'s AGM and Conference
Date and venue to be advised.

The meeting closed at 9.58 am

Confirmed as an accurate record
ChaimmMaN:
DAt e

28th June 2025
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4. Chairman’s Report 2025-2026

First, | would like to offer you all a warm welcome to the 2026 Bedfordshire Local History
Association AGM and Conference. Thank you to the team at St Mary’s for providing us with
this amazing venue in the south of the County. It has been 23 years since we have held a
conference in Luton.

Last year the conference was held at Colmworth and the theme was ‘Down to Earth — The
Bedfordshire Landscape’. We had several talks about the historical landscape of the County,
and we were entertained by new archaeological investigations, including a new Roman town,
at Great Staughton, just over the county boundary. At that meeting | reported on the possible
future demise of the Bedfordshire Historical Record Society. Their committee duly confirmed
in September last their intention to close once their final publication was complete. Like the
other two member societies who closed in 2024/5, the BHRS has decided to redirect some
their funding source to BLHA and for that we are grateful and we will ensure that all monies
are used to further local history activities in Bedfordshire. If there are any other member
societies struggling to keep their head above water, please do contact BLHA and we will
provide assistance.

To balance this, we have seen four organisations join the Association: WH Allen Engineering
Association, the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust and the Town Guides
from both Bedford and Dunstable.

During the year we hosted the first joint Beds/Herts Regional Conference in collaboration with
The British Association for Local History. The event, held at Barton-Le-Clay in October, was
attended by 90 delegates who heard talks on Coaching Inns, Airships, Canals, Railways and
Buses.

Our Spring Event which was to be a visit to Rippington Manor which is a Tudor mansion in
Great Gransden just across the Cambridgeshire border from Sandy. There were 25 members
registered but the event had to be cancelled at the last moment due to the owner having
health problems.

The other maijor effort of the past year has been the planning of the next phase of the BLHA
Award Scheme. As we hoped we have been able to work with a senior teaching colleague
from one of our local schools to enable us to create additional award categories suitable for
Bedfordshire school pupils. We have also planned to specifically recognise those projects /
research which foster collaboration either between member societies or with other historical
groups in Bedfordshire or in a neighbouring county. The detailed timetable for this next phase
has been set and entries can now be prepared for submission.

Our Speaker Directory continues to be popular and is helping programme coordinators to fill
their speaker gaps. | know some of the last Award Winners have responded to the wish for
them to speak at local meetings. If you or anyone you know wants to join the Directory, please
get in contact.

We also managed to fit in our first Christmas Quiz. It was based on clues relating to village
names across the County — | shall definitely remember TURVEY as the answer for “A partner
to TOPSY” and BIGGLESWADE for “Fictional flier goes for a paddle”.

Finally, | would like to express my personal thanks to the Committee for all their work during
the year: Clive Makin (Secretary), Sandra Peacock (Treasurer), Ted Martin (HIB Editor),
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Bob Ricketts. Colin West, Lynn Manning and Pamela Birch. Thanks also to Liz, Clive’s wife,
who maintains our website

Last year, we looked to increase the committee membership, but nobody responded. The
opportunity is still there, please contact Clive or | if you wish to explore the possibility of
joining us as we plan the future activities of your Association.

Des Hoar, Chairman 6th June 2026
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5.

Treasurer’s Report 2025-2026

. Membership numbers have risen slightly both individual members and societies.

Standing orders are taken out by the bank on the 1st April 2026 which covers any
anomalies in the figures.

. Insurance and website costs remain the same.
. Printing costs which included the stationery, were for the AGM.

. We received monies from both the Annual Conference and the Herts/Beds Conference

held at Barton le Clay in October. Both were well attended and the Speakers were
excellent. There was a lot of work involved with both.

. We recouped a small amount from the Panacea visit in this year’s accounts.
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.EEDFOREEFHRE LOCAL F|_|§T5RY AS§455|ATION
Accounts Year End 31st March 2026 s o
-  RECEIPTS ‘ | PAYMENTS
2025-26 2024-25 12025-26 2024-25 |
— . + ——— 4 S— — ‘
Subscriptions | 430.00  380.00 = - |
Stannard Books ‘ | 22.00| ‘
|Events: | | . [
Stotfold Mill » ' 121.50 255.00|
Turvey | | 340'00. 330.001
|Panacea | 10.00| 40.00 |
Awards | | 324.65
Rippington Manor ' 382.50 ‘
Conference 150.00
Herts/Beds Conference 18719,
Committee inc a/c t/frs . 4
Website 188.32 187.12
Postage ' ,
Insurance 75.00' 75'00,
Admin 59.59 349.77|
Printing | . 104.00
Harlington Heritage Trust 2,355.28
1,159.69 | 3,258.78 | . 426.91 1,521.54
jOpen balance on Treasure's a/c 4,717.03
Surplus/deficit for year 2025-26 732.78
|Balance at Year End 31st March 2026 5,449.81
) Represented by: Lloyds Bank Treasuere's Account £5449.06 )
|working Total £5,449.81 | |
BN ITOASUIOE uisivaisinsisnnsmssnabssmosmssasiossossnsssntassansinusspsbs DAB i sem issscunmansivassinassonsiis
Chall s iahsmhaissninkvnntisns Date st
I have examined the Accounts of the Bed%rdshire Local Hisfb&l@;soeiation?héwn abovewhich
are the responsibility of the Committee of the Association to prepare, in my opinion the
Accounts give a true and fair view,as shown by the books and vouchers presented to me and -
information and explainations given, of the Balance of Funds as at 31st March 2026
receipts and payments for year ended on that date.

Sandra Peacock, Honorary Treasurer 6th June 2026
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6. Election of Chairman, Officers and Committee

2025-2026
Officers / Nominee Proposed by Seconded by
Committee
Chairman Des Hoar June Barnes Sheila Eyre
Secretary Note*
Treasurer Note*
Committee Clive Makin Peter Misson Kevan Fadden
Committee Lynn Manning Rosina Hunter Patricia Wright
Committee Bob Ricketts Clive Makin Des Hoar
Committee Colin West Mark Tresidder Mary Wooldridge

Ex officio - Pamela Birch, Bedfordshire Archives representative.

Ted Martin — editor of the HIB Journal.

Notes*

Sandra Peacock is stepping down from the committee and as Hon Treasurer, but has agreed

to be co-opted until the vacancy is filled.

Clive Makin has completed his five-year term as an officer. He remains eligible for re-election
to the committee and is willing to be co-opted as Secretary at the first BLHA Committee

meeting following the AGM.
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AGM & Conference Programme
08.00-09.15 Conference opens for delegates with displays to set up
09.00-09.30 Conference Registration with tea and coffee
09.30-10.00 BLHA AGM, Welcome and Opening Remarks
BLHA Chairman Des Hoar
10.00-11.00 The History of George Street, Luton’s Town Centre
Speaker - Paul Hammond
11.00-11.30 Comfort Break with tea and coffee
11.30-12.30 Luton Made: Vauxhall
Speakers - Toni Fielding & Aisha Hassan
12.30-14.00 Buffet Lunch with tea and coffee, browse local society displays
14.00-15.00 The Leigh Family of Luton and Their Involvement in the Railways to Luton
Speaker - Felicity Brimblecombe
15.00-15.15 Comfort Break
15.15-16.15 The Power of Church Patronage to Shape the Social History of a Town, 1763 -1896
Speaker - Peter Adams
16.15-16.30 Closing remarks and Summary
Des Hoar
16.30-17.30 Pre-booked Guided Tour of St Mary’s Church

Peter Adams
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