
 

Bedfordshire Local History Association 
 

BLHA Autumn Event 
 

Chester House Estate 
Higham Road, Irchester NN29 7EZ 

 

Wednesday 27th September 2023, 11.00 am Start 
 

We are very fortunate to have a visit to the Chester House Estate tailored specifically to the BLHA.  

• The morning begins at 11.00 am with an introductory talk about the Chester House Estate 

Restoration Project by Martin Lawrence, (General Manager at Chester House Estate and also the 

Head of Culture, Tourism and Heritage for North Northamptonshire Council)  

• A guided tour of the archaeological dig led by Jack Pishhorn (General Manager).  The dig is run by 

the University of Leicester’s School of Archaeology and the University of Leicester Archaeological 

Services. The general site has a rich heritage from Mesolithic flint scatters to 17th-century farm 

buildings with Roman evidence from the suburbs of the small Roman town of Irchester. 

• Ben Donnelly Symes (Archive Creator) will give us a guided tour of the Archaeological Resource 

Centre.  This is a state-of-the-art facility, which is the new archaeological archive repository for the 

whole of Northants. 

Lunch is planned for 1.00 pm and can be taken in the Farmhouse Café, alternatively, bring a packed lunch 

for eating in the grounds and taking one of the walks.  The afternoon you will be free to explore the site. 

Parking for our group will be available close to the main building along with disabled parking via the Lime 

Avenue entrance. Walking no further than a couple of hundred yards from the main building will be 

necessary during the day.  The dig site is not accessible to wheel chair users. 

We do need to give Chester House an idea of numbers attending, and also those likely to want to eat in the 

Café.  Please book a place on the visit using the booking link below. 

Apart from the events laid on for the BLHA, the Estate has a Florist, Saxby’s Cider Shop, Canine Cottage 

(goods for four-legged friends), Gift Shop and Visitor Centre and Farm Shop. 

   

The Chester House Estate website: https://chesterhouseestate.org/ 

We hope you will be able to join us in what is going to be a fascinating visit 

 
Chester House Estate Booking 

https://chesterhouseestate.org/


 

 

Date and time – Wednesday 27th September.  11.00 am start.  Lunch at 1.00 pm.   
The site closes at 4.00 pm.   
 
Location – The Chester House Estate is situated just off the eastbound A45 between Wellingborough and 

Rushden.  All attendees including Blue Badge holders should use the Lime Avenue, A45 Entrance. 

Please use postcode NN29 7EZ to find this entrance. https://chesterhouseestate.org/plan-your-

visit/parking-information/ 

Cost and booking – There is no charge for the event. To secure a place, please book via the link above 
and indicate whether you will likely use the Farmhouse Café for lunch.  
Bookings must be received no later than Wednesday 20th September. 
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