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BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY  

 ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

Saturday 24th June 2023 at Potton 

LOCAL ARCHIVES IN BEDFORDSHIRE:-                     

AN OVERLOOKED RESOURCE? 
 

Potton History Society was started – and is still run – by a 

group of volunteers keen to preserve the past for future 

generations to enjoy. Since 1977 a vast amount of 

documentation, photographs, models, audio recordings and 

video footage, much now digitised, has been accumulated and 

archived. It is now safely stored in a growing number of 

folders, racks, and filing cabinets in our specially-built 

Annexe behind the Mill Lane Pavilion. 

 

The re-launched society website provides a snapshot of what we have and, for some, 

that will be enough. But for dedicated family historians, academics or just those keen 

on every last detail, we invite you to come and delve! Find out why Potton History 

Society own this car and its connection with the now demolished  Potton Manor and 

the National Motor Museum as well as the on-going story of the mysterious mid-20th 

century owners Otto von Smekal & Eva Pokorova.  
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POTTON HISTORY SOCIETY 

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 

CONFERENCE  

LOCAL ARCHIVES IN BEDFORDSHIRE:- AN OVERLOOKED 

RESOURCE? 

“The material I discovered in the Potton History Society archive was the glue that 

held my research together. It was not available elsewhere” 

Saturday 24th June 2023 at Potton         

Morning Session at the Mill Lane Pavilion & Society Annexe Archive 

  9.00 to   9.30   Registration               Tea & Coffee 

  9.30 to 10.00   BLHA AGM 

10.10 to 10.15   Welcome to Potton  Chairman George Howe 

10.15 to 10.45   The Potton History Archive Story  Peter Ibbett 

10.45 to 11.00   Social Break 

11.00 to 12.30   A:-  Archive visit;  B:-  Potton Car  (Car Park) 

C:-  Exhibition in Pavilion Community Room 

Delegates rotate in three groups around each area. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Transfer to Church Hall for lunch & afternoon session 

Churchyard walk leaflet available for self-walk  

 

1.00 to 2.15   Buffet  Lunch      

2.15 to 3.00   Record Office links with Local Societies.  

Talk by Pamela Birch, County Archivist, on the 

services current plans and how links with local groups 

can benefit both. 

3.00 to 3.30   Pre-conference survey analysis & discussion 

3.30 to 4.15   Archives in Local Societies 

Contributions from other societies 

4.15 to 4.30  Summary. Next Year’s Conference. Martin Lawrence  

Social & Departure 
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POTTON HISTORY SOCIETY 

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 

CONFERENCE  

LOCAL ARCHIVES IN BEDFORDSHIRE:- AN OVERLOOKED 

RESOURCE? 

Saturday 24th June 2023 at Potton     9 am to 4.30 pm 

Cost £22  (Includes Buffet lunch) 

Booking Form 

The conference will have space for 50 delegates.  

To enable a full range of member groups and BLHA members 

to attend please nominate two from each group and add 

reserves. 

Closing Date Saturday June 10th  

                                      Name                           Group / Member           Contact e-mail  or phone  

1.    

2.    

Reserve  

 

  

Reserve    

Reserve    

  

Please indicate any dietary requirements. 

Please state if your group will want table displays                                                              

or other requirements  if space is available? 

Cheques to ‘Potton History Society’ 

Chris Miles, Secretary Potton History Society 

10 Bury Hill, Potton, Sandy, Beds SG19 2RS 

Conference bookings / enquiries via 

chris_miles51@hotmail.com 

mailto:chris_miles51@hotmail.com
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Pre-Conference Survey for heritage groups 

We would like to gain an up to date idea of the current situation with 

local history groups in Bedfordshire and the range of local archives. 

1. Group Name             __________________________________________________ 

2. Membership in 2022  _________________________________________________ 

3. Is this MORE or LESS than before the 2020 pandemic?  ____________________ 

4. Do you look after an Archive Collection?                                             YES      NO 

5. If YES where is it held?  ______________________________________________ 

6. If YES please provide a brief outline of your collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. If yes would a delegate from your group give a 5-10 minute report?    YES        NO 

8. Has your group used Bedfordshire Archives Resources in 2022?          YES       NO 

9. Do you tell your members of  BLHA / Beds Archives information?     YES       NO 

10. Add any suggestions as to how groups can work better together:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return with booking form 

If not attending the conference we would appreciate a response to 

gain a full county-wide picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Parking at the Conference 

 

A. Morning Session     SG19 2PG  Mill Lane 

 

The Mill Lane Pavilion has its own parking. Potton has 20mph limits. Take care on 

approaches to the Pavilion due to on-road parking, speed bumps & sharp turns!  

 

Disabled parking spaces are provided on site. 

 

B. Lunch & Afternoon session     SG19 2RP  Hatley Road 

 

The church hall field will be open for conference parking (sharp turn left just before 

Hatley Rd / Gamlingay Rd junction ..take care.) Please do not use the parking spaces 

by the Church Hall. 

 

Disabled parking spaces are available by the Church Hall.  

 

Best route from Mill Lane to the Church Hall is to avoid Market Square & King Street 

and Everton Road as on street parking is an increasing problem. 

 

From Mill Lane Pavilion 1st right onto Festival Road and left at roundabout. Pass 

through 2nd roundabout and Biggleswade Road junction to the sharp corner and then 

turn right into Royston St (Wrestlingworth turn) and up Bury Hill. Turn left at cross 

road and the left again past church. Pass Church Hall and then left into Church Field.  

   

 

Mill Lane Pavilion Free parking  

Church Hall 
Free 

parking on 

Church 
Field 

From Biggleswade 

From Sandy 


