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BLHA Spring Event

Walking Tour of Woburn
19 April 2023

Want to know more about the history of Woburn and the
Woburn Estate? Then come along for a countryside walk which
will feature a tour of Woburn Heritage Centre and a guided
walk through the deer park of Woburn Abbey. Learn about the
development of the estate, how the grounds were established
and the Abbey itself.
This will be a circular walk and mainly on footpaths — but bring
some walking shoes, just in case it’s muddy!
We will start our walk from the free car park in Woburn Village
and venture onwards towards the deer park. It will end at
Woburn Heritage Centre with a short tour of the Centre.

Tour guide: Natasha Kikas, Archivist,

Bedfordshire Archives Service

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY
ASSOCIATION 2023 CONFERENCE

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL
HISTORY SOCIETIES’
ARCHIVES:

AN OVERLOOKED
RESOURCE?
Presented by

POTTON HISTORY SOCIETY

“The material I discovered in the Potton History Society archive was
the glue that held my research together. It was not available
elsewhere.’

Saturday, 24 June 2023
Full details of both events to follow
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Brian Lazelle
11 November 1928-19 September 2022

Brian Lazelle was very much a family man, predeceased by his wife Kay
and leaving two daughters, Jackie and Claire.

A Chartered Engineer, he started in the aircraft industry working for
Napier in Luton, a flight-testing establishment, moving to Guildford
where he worked in the wind tunnels testing the effect of ice on aircraft
safety. He and his team developed an ice sprayer which was attached to
the fuselage of a Lincoln bomber spraying ice on parts of the plane to see
the effects on its flight, thereby forming national standards. In Canada, as
a consultant to the UK Ministry of Defence, the winter temperatures of
minus 20 degrees centigrade had the right conditions for testing the
effects of ice on various British aircraft engines. He played a large part in
quantifying these problems.

During his employment, Napier became English Electric and then
Lucas Aerospace. He moved to Maulden in 1963, becoming Chief
Engineer in 1969 which entailed travelling to many countries and
frequently to France as Concorde was a joint venture. He and his team
designed the under-wing intakes and wing heaters for that supersonic
aircraft.

He first moved into the field of archaeology and local history at the
inaugural meeting of the Ampthill and District Archaeological and Local
History Society in 1962. A keen member, he soon took over the role of
Secretary and held it for several years later becoming Vice-Chairman. He
was an active committee member and took part in many of the Society’s
projects. A good example was the campaign to save the ancient church of
Segenhoe from destruction. He assisted in compiling a collection of
photographs showing the various periods of the building and their
importance. He and the undersigned were delivering copies to
Bedfordshire County Councillors’ homes until 2.30 a.m. on the morning
that an extraordinary meeting had been called to decide whether to
reverse an earlier decision to pull it down or consolidate the ruin. The
campaign was successful.

In 1992 the Society produced a book of historical Flitwick
photographs, Flitwick: A Vanishing Village. Brian co-edited it and saw it
through to publication.

In 1964 the ADALHS joined the recently formed Bedfordshire
Archaeological Council, their mission was to unite the archaeological
societies in the county and publish their results. Brian was a
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representative of the Ampthill Society and in 1966 he took over as Hon
Treasurer of the Council at a time when costs for publishing the
Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal were higher than the income from
the sales. He, together with the Editor, David Kennett, managed to
contain costs, and obtain a series of small grants which made the Journal
viable before he handed over the post.

Again, representing the Ampthill Society, he was a founder-member of
the Bedfordshire Local History Association in 1992, taking on the role of
Newsletter Editor which he held until 2009 and later became Chairman.

He also helped to set up the Maulden History Society, of which he
later became Chairman, until 2016 when he had to step down to look
after his wife Kay whose health was failing. Brian was a man of
considerable energy, a good friend, and an example of the adage: ‘When
you want something done ask a busy person.’

Kevan Fadden, FSA
Chairman ADALHS

Roman Horse Find

Archaeological digs in a northern extension to Broom Quarry South,
which is operated by Tarmac and situated to the west of Langford, have
unearthed some interesting finds. Among them is a complete horse with
its armour from the Roman period. There is also a human skeleton
accompanied by various items and some strange burials of humans and
animals. There is no access to the site unless by public footpath or
bridleway.



Trade Tokens:
A Bedfordshire Conundrum (or two)

Trade tokens are unofficial coins issued by tradesmen for local circulation
to help meet the lack of small change. There have been two principal
periods when trade tokens were issued - the 1660s and the 1780s and ‘gos.
In both cases the Royal Mint had failed to provide sufficient small
change, so these unofficial halfpennies and pennies were generally
welcomed.

In 1797, the Mint at last got the message and issued the heavy
cartwheel twopence and penny to supply the want. But they were big -
the penny weighed 28.3g: the weight of these monsters must have made
them very unwelcome. A shillings’ worth of cartwheels (some 340g - the
weight of an average pot of marmalade!) would have burst the stoutest
pocket, and tokens continued on into the 19th century. The
standardisation of the currency of 1860 finally removed the need for
tokens.

There were many reasons for the Royal Mint’s failure - until 1799 the
Master of the Mint was paid according to a percentage of all coins issued.
He therefore got far more from gold and silver than from copper. There
was also the heavy cost of distributing them. Thousands of heavy copper
coins would cost more to distribute than those made from precious
metals.

The 17th-century tokens usually recorded the name of the tradesman
and his business - essential if the tokens were ever to be redeemed for
real money. Thus, in the 17th century, Anthony Boulton, a grocer in
Bedford, issued a token saying precisely that and the words ‘His
HALFPENY [sic].' The main difference in the late 18th-century heyday of
tokens was the upsurge in political and other slogans on the tokens.
Those issuing them realised they could do more than just fill a gap in the
market for halfpence.

There was also what we might term the cigarette-card aspect. These
tokens were often very well executed and rapidly became collectors’
items. Many 18th-century tokens must have cost more than a penny or
halfpenny to produce but could be sold at a higher price to collectors.
Such tokens are sometimes referred to as ‘medalets’.*

So far as Bedfordshire is concerned, the 17th-century tokens were first
described in a book by a well-known local antiquarian, Joseph Hight
Blundell in Bedfordshire Seventeenth Century Tokens (Newport, IoW,
1928).3 Blundell also mentioned, on page 65, a few ‘rather fine’ 18th-
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century tokens, including one for Flitwick which he illustrated in the
bottom right-hand corner of Plate III.

The Flitwick Church Medalet: obverse and reverse.

Blundell evidently thought it was an ordinary trade token for
circulation in Flitwick, just as Anthony Boulton’s halfpenny was for
circulation in Bedford. In fact, the Flitwick token is a medalet minted for
collectors rather than as loose change. It was made by a John Skidmore, a
manufacturer of grates and fireplaces in the Clerkenwell area of London.
Skidmore had the equipment and furnaces to do the metal work, and got
a man called Jacobs to produce artistic designs. Evidently collectors were
happy to buy his tokens.

Skidmore’s medalets were catalogued by R C Bell on (pp 70 onwards
of The Building Medalets of Kempson and Skidmore 1796-1797 (Newcastle
upon Tyne, 1978).

John Skidmore was born in about 1750 in the Kingswinford area of
Staffordshire. By 1778 he was living in London, opened his factory in
Coppice Row, Clerkenwell, by 1784, and in 1789 opened his warehouse at
123 High Holborn, assisted in the business by his sons.

He issued several series of related tokens but the one that interests us
is his series showing London churches.* The churches depicted were in or
around London and Westminster and Jacobs, Skidmore’s designer, seems
to have taken the images from two then recent books: Walter Harrison, A
New and Universal History, Description and Survey of the Cities of London
and Westminster, the Borough of Southwark, and their Adjacent Parts . . .
(1775); and William Thornton, The New, Complete, and Universal History,



Description, and Survey of the Cities of London and Westminster, the
Borough of Southwark, and the Parts adjacent (London, 1784).

The ambitious run showed some 87 churches, and there were still
some 15 more churches in London in Harrison’s and Thornton’s books
that had not been used. So now comes the odd bit: there was an 88th
church that was not in London or Westminster: it was in Flitwick. Out of
all the churches available in England outside London, why would anyone
pick Flitwick?

Like all the other tokens in the series, the obverse has a view of
Flitwick Church from the south (ie, Manor)-side with the inscription
‘FILTWICK [yes, a misprint; Blundell spotted it, too] CHURCH
BEFORDSHIRE'. Underneath is Jacobs’ name and the words ‘B T. 1670". On
the reverse are copper-plate entwined initials for ‘P S Co’ and 1797
surrounded by an inscription DEDICATED TO COLLECTORS OF MEDALS &
coiNs’. The ‘P S’ in the monogram stands for Paul Skidmore, one of John
Skidmore’s sons.

The origin of the picture seems to be a plate opposite page 289 of
Volume I of the anonymous work, A New Display of the Beauties of
England or a Description of the most Elegant or Magnificent PUBLIC
EDIFICES, ROYAL PALACES, NOBLEMEN’S and
GENTLEMEN’S SEATS and other CURIOSITIES, Natural or
Artificial, in the different parts of the Kingdom . . . (2 vols, London, 1776).

}i"ﬂ/:?ZZ/w / y ///(;Zl lalen //ﬂm, //rrﬁn'/%”» ('/: /.1(7’/:3///' .f)¢4 ]
Flitwick Manor and Church from Anon, A New Display of the Beauties of England,

etc, (1776).
This actually shows Flitwick Manor with the church in the
background, but as Skidmore is interested in churches he has cut out the
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Manor and also a few trees. However, both the book and the token show
the church standing absolutely flat whereas it is in fact on a modest hill
above the Manor and thus a little elevated above the line of sight.

So, why include a Bedfordshire church in a series of London and
Westminster churches? No one has yet managed to unearth any
connection between John Skidmore and Bedfordshire.’ So far, two
theories have been put forward. Neither is entirely satisfactory. The first
to consider is George Brooks who in 1789 acquired Flitwick Manor in the
right of his wife Ann Hesse, née Fisher. George Brooks remained in
London - almost certainly because of his Bank founded w1th partners
from the North-East (where Brooks also had links) in 1787 The Bank
changed its name as the partners changed and in 1797 the partners were
Brooks, Master, Dawson and Dixon. The Bank’s sole premises were in
Chancery Lane, perhaps a mile from Skidmore’s warehouse at 123 High
Holborn. Could Brooks and Skidmore have known each other and was
that the reason for the choice of Flitwick in the series?

There is evidence to suggest that Skidmore (and others) could on
occasions strike a medalet either to begin a new series or perhaps for one
rich and important person. How else can we account for Skidmore’s
totally anomalous New York Theatre ‘penny’?’ Is the Flitwick medalet
another such example?

So far as George Brooks is concerned, there are two arguments against
this - neither fatal to the theory but not encouraging. First, George
Brooks’ relative lack of interest in Flitwick. George Brooks never lived
there but was based in and around London: from 1773 or '74 at Green
Street, Mayfair, by 1802 he had moved to Mortlake, and by 1813 he was in
Twickenham where he died in 1817.8 Flitwick Manor was let during the
whole of his period of ownership.

Secondly, there is some evidence of the bank’s principal customers.
Brooks’ Bank has long ago been taken over and its present successor in
title is NatWest, but the bank’s books do not survive. We therefore know
very little about who the Bank’s customers were - just some clues from a
handful of sample cheques that have survived, and a little evidence from
Chancery cases at the National Archives. What little we know suggests
customers were drawn from the aristocracy and gentry and also from
lawyers — George Brooks was a personal friend of Lord Mansfield, the
Lord Chief Justice. I know of no commercial or manufacturing customers,
though of course our evidence is so sparse that we cannot rule out that
such customers may have existed.



Of course, it might have been for some other important customer -
not George Brooks.

The second theory is based on the pictures which are the origin of the
medalets’ designs. We have seen that for 87 designs Skidmore used plates
in the books by Harrison and Thornton. These books were focused on
London, so to branch out with pictures of places outside London another
book was required. I think the anonymous A new display of the Beauties of
England or a Description of the most elegant or magnificent PUBLIC
EDIFICES, ROYAL PLACES, NOBLEMEN’S and GENTLEMEN’S
SEATS . .. was the book, in which case, Bedfordshire is the first county
alphabetically and, as the book depicts only two Beds churches, Flitwick
and next-door Westoning, Flitwick church is alphabetically the first non-
London church.

The trouble with this theory is, first, that it is possible - likely even -
that the ‘Beauties of England’ is indeed the source, but not certain.’
Furthermore the ‘Beauties of England’ is expressly interested in
gentlemen’s seats rather than churches. Having said that, there are other
church plates (a good plate of St Alban’s Abbey in vol 1, p 136 - not then a
cathedral), and several other churches stand close enough to big houses
to be included in a plate of the house.

Bell’s alternative theory suggests that the Flitwick token is the start of
a series that was abandoned after only one example. Again the alphabetic
argument might support that.

I suspect we shall never know the answer to this conundrum: answers
on a postcard please, as they used to say.

One other mystery: under Skidmore’s image of Flitwick church is the
enigmatic inscription ‘B T . 1670". What does that mean?

Some others of Skidmore’s church series have a date of building
preceded by ‘Built, ‘Bt’ or ‘B.T.. All Hallows, Lombard Street, for
example, has ‘Built 1672’ and St Alban’s, Wood Street, ‘B. T. 1685". Oddly
enough it is plausible to suggest that Flitwick Manor may have been built
in about 1670 (though almost certainly incorporating something
earlier'®), but Flitwick church is manifestly medieval in origin and could
never have been mistaken for anything else. And no, the date does not
appear on the ‘Beauties of England’ plate referring to the manor house,
nor, indeed, does the book have any text about Flitwick: the plate is its
only mention.

I must acknowledge much assistance from Mr Simon Monks in the
writing of this article. I am also grateful to Simon for the pictures of the
medalet.



Notes

1. Joseph Hight Blundell, Bedfordshire Seventeenth Century Tokens (Newport,
IoW, 1928), p 3.

2. Both the OED and Chambers Dictionary define a medalet as a small
medallion of a tutelary saint worn by a devout Roman Catholic. It is possible that
R C Bell (see below) invented this secondary meaning.

3. Now superseded by John Gaunt and Gary Oddie, Bedfordshire Seventeenth
Century Tokens (Galata Print, 2om).

4. R C Bell, The Building Medalets of Kempson and Skidmore 1796-1797
(Newcastle upon Tyne, 1978), pp 123-166.

5. There is an excellent website devoted to the family:

www.skidmorefamilyhistory.com.

6. The Bank is discussed in Richard Morgan, Life Runneth as the Brooks: The
Brooks Family in Bedfordshire (Pagoda Tree Press, 2o011), pp 29-32.

7. Bell, p 91. Bell suggests it may have been the first of a series that was
abandoned, or it may have been struck at the request of some privileged
customer.

8. Morgan, p 44.

9. In fairness I must add that I do not know of any other representation of
Flitwick Manor or Flitwick church published in a book at this period, but of
course Jacobs’ design might be taken from a now lost unpublished drawing.

10. Morgan, p 9.

Richard Morgan

Pastoral Problems:
The depositions against John Bolton
Vicar of Sharnbrook (1716)

In 1716, a vicar named John Bolton was brought before the Archdeaconry
of Bedford’s court for ‘neglect of duties’, in a case advanced by a local
dairyman called John Willimott." When a number of Bolton’s
acquaintances offered deposition statements regarding his character, a
rather colourful picture emerged: one of not simply missed services and
botched burials but secret brewing workshops, late-night drinking
sessions, and even a vendetta with the neighbourhood physician.

John Bolton was baptised in Sharnbrook on 15 April 1661 and
graduated with a BA from Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, in 1681 or
1682. He was ordained a priest in 1686, and there is evidence that he
served as a minister in Felmersham from the 1680s to the early 1700s. In
1706, Bolton became the vicar of Sharnbrook. He remained there until his
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death in January 1739/40, seemingly promoted by its lay rectors: John
Orlebar, who was succeeded upon his death in 1721 by his son of the same
name. During these decades, Bolton also held the vicarage of Harrold
from 1710 until 1734/35, under the patronage of William Farrer. This was
followed by the vicarage of Podington until his death, supported by the
younger John Orlebar.”

The evidence discussed here comes from a file in the Archdeaconry of
Bedford’s court papers.? It includes 30 depositions taken between 12 and
18 June 1716, as well as an additional one taken in September. Given that
the accounts were written down in the third person by lawyers and
scribes, they are certainly not unmediated representations of the
witnesses’ views. Furthermore, to my knowledge, no other documents
from the case - such as the original plea, court minutes, or sentences —
have survived.* Their value as historical sources, however, lies in their
depiction of the clerical (and not so clerical) activities undertaken by a
pastor in early 18th-century Bedfordshire.

Clerical duties

While Sharnbrook’s previous vicar read prayers twice every Sunday,
Bolton had to balance his responsibilities across Sharnbrook and Harrold:
he delivered a service at one parish in the morning, and then did the
same at the other in the evening. Given the two churches are nearly four
miles apart, it was perhaps this tiring back-and-forth that led Bolton to
rarely observe holy days or read the litany on Wednesdays and Fridays.>
The single Sunday service was seen as the bare minimum in each parish,
and, when even that was neglected, some parishioners were all the more
upset. On a Sunday in 1715, the carpenter Thomas Hayes Jr heard no bells
ring for prayers in Sharnbrook so he went to the church in nearby
Souldrop instead. There, Hayes claimed, he saw Bolton ride through the
parish with a major called John Aspin.6 Clearly the vicar was preoccupied
with other matters.

As with any clergyman, Bolton was expected to shepherd his
parishioners throughout their lives. Thomas Essex, the parish clerk at
Sharnbrook, stressed in his testimony that Bolton would ‘rise out of his
bed at night to execute and pforme [sic]’ baptisms. Although several
deponents complained that Bolton did not catechise local children and
servants, others suspected that most parents and masters would not send
them to the lessons anyway.” More problematic, was Bolton’s
mishandling of burials. When a man from Harrold died of smallpox in
1714, a neighbouring parson was asked to bury him as Bolton had not
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contracted the disease before. To Bolton’s dismay, his stand-in failed to
arrive, and the body was buried without a service. Margaret Fuller
recounted a similarly distressing tale, in which Bolton simply ‘forgott’
about her 15-year-old daughter’s burial.

Other activities

Bolton might have cut a more forgivable figure to some had he not been
busy with other jobs. In 1713, his parishioners noticed that he was acting
as a steward for John Wagstaffe, who owned Colworth estate between
1676 and 1714.2 On one occasion, Bolton and several bailiffs entered the
house of John Bodington, a labourer, and seized his goods on Wagstaffe’s
behalf. Thomas Burt, a labourer from Pavenham, saw Bolton sell what he
believed was Bodington’s barley and wheat at market in Bedford. Burt
then even went on to work for the vicar, helping him to take the produce
to the buyers’ inns."®

In November 1715, the vicar was allegedly absent for nearly two weeks,
and he made only infrequent appearances in Sharnbrook, such as to bury
Elizabeth Watkins, a wealthy widow. As it turned out, Bolton was offering
brewing guidance in Astwood, Buckinghamshire, at the house of John
Thurloe Brace, an MP for Bedford around this time. The extent of
Bolton’s involvement became a bone of contention. A couple of
deponents reiterated rumours that he was seen ‘measuring the furnace’
and ‘tunning the beer’, whereas a Sharnbrook man named Christopher
Lee (‘comonly [sic] called Kit the Brewer’) stuck by his parson: Bolton had
never adorned ‘a brewers apron’ in the brewhouse, and he only entered
the cellar to advise, not to brew himself."

But Bolton was not only involved in the production of alcohol. On
several Sunday nights one of Aspin’s servants saw the vicar: ‘reeling thro’
the kitching [sic]’, after drinking beer. Possibly as vengeance for seizing
his goods, Bodington claimed that Bolton drank with Aspin and others at
the Bell alehouse, Felmersham, on a Sunday in 1714, imbibing so much
that he had to rest there overnight. And when John Newman was sent to
deliver a message to Bolton on a Sunday night, he found him at an
alehouse in Sharnbrook, drinking with the landlady and Ruth Parrott, a
purported criminal from Northamptonshire."

Such a reputation for drunken behaviour led to rumours of sexual
impropriety. As several deponents had heard, Bolton visited the Leather
Bottle alehouse in Bow Brickhill, Buckinghamshire, on a Sunday in 1714,
where he drank into the night with an old man called John Dennis and
his daughters. Mary Dennis was an excommunicate, known for ‘lewd’
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behaviour and having illegitimate children, and Bolton supposedly
encouraged her to join him in drink. On the other hand, the landlord,
Robert Cook, doubted Bolton was aware of Mary’s repute, and his wife,
Martha, asserted that he had not acted ‘indecently or disorderly’."®

Parish tensions

Amidst these reports of neglect and scandal was the mysterious motive of
the plaintiff: why of all people was a dairyman taking Bolton to court?
Litigation was an expensive business, and many testimonies described
John Willimott as ‘poor’. Christopher Lee, for example, added to his
mention of Willimott, ‘who if he be a dairyman [he] hath but one cow’. 1“4
Multiple deponents suspected that a wealthy physician named Dr Joseph
Godfrey was funding the case instead. For several years Godfrey insisted
that he did not need to pay tithes because his lands were outside
Sharnbrook’s parish boundaries. Even when a case led by Bolton
concluded that Godfrey’s lands were not exempt, it seems the doctor was
still reluctant to offer his small tithes to (vicar) Bolton and his great tithes
to (rector) Orlebar.”® The tensions were reflected in local poll books:
Godfrey had Tory sympathies, whereas Bolton - not to mention Farrer,
Aspin, Wagstaffe, Brace and the younger John Orlebar - demonstrated
Whig leanings."

Godfrey evidently had a habit of interfering in court cases. It
transpired that Bolton had met with Ruth Parrott because he wanted her
to be a witness in a court case against Godfrey in London. According to
his statement, John Newman then only heard about Parrott’s bad
reputation as Godfrey told him so."” Similarly, the reason Bolton travelled
to Bow Brickhill was because he wanted John Dennis to supply evidence.
As John King deposed, he was promptly despatched by Godfrey to the
village on a fact-finding mission."

It's thus unsurprising that the doctor allegedly threatened a few
deponents over their statements in 1716, telling Christopher Lee that if he
did not testify certain things, he ‘would have . . . [Lee’s] ears’."?

Godfrey’s involvement was seemingly confirmed on 19 September 1716
with the 31st deposition, offered by a Harrold lacemaker named
Alexander Paten. He recounted a conversation with Willimott from the
day before: apparently Bolton had denied publishing the banns of
marriage for Willimott, meaning that he would need to buy a more costly
licence instead.”® It is then conceivable that Godfrey approached the
resentful dairyman with a proposition. Willimott would drag Bolton
through the church courts - in the hope of discrediting Bolton and his
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witnesses in other lawsuits, as well as even ousting the vicar from his
livings - if Godfrey covered the legal costs (and presumably the marriage
licence, too).

This ‘neglect of duties’ case could well have been one of Godfrey’s
attempts to defend his wealth from a litigious clergyman. If that was so,
however, the ruse was not wholly successful. Godfrey’s feud with Bolton
and Orlebar continued for several years, and Bolton himself remained at
the vicarage of Sharnbrook until his death, probably thanks to his Whig
connections. Given that even his critics could not deny he was often a
sober and generous man, moreover, Bolton emerges from the accounts as
a well-meaning (if perhaps overstretched and occasionally tactless)
parson.

How representative was Bolton of other clergy at the time? Drunken
exploits, for instance, were not exactly unheard of within his profession.
Clerical efforts to maximise incomes - by taking on multiple livings,
finding additional jobs and litigating against miserly parishioners - were
arguably more common still.** Either way, the depositions offer
fascinating insights into the character of a clergyman in early 18th-
century Bedfordshire; a clergyman who, without the animosity of his
critics or the support of his allies, might have otherwise remained hidden
from the historical record.

Notes

1. This research was kindly funded by the Undergraduate Research Support
Scheme (URSS) at the University of Warwick. I am very grateful to Professor Beat
Kiimin for supervising the project, as well as James Collett-White for introducing
me to the local context and sources available.

2. The details of Bolton’s livings can be found in the Clergy of the Church of
England Database, https://theclergydatabase.org.uk/ (ID: 86374) and A
Cambridge Alumni Database, https://venn.lib.cam.ac.uk/ (ID: BLTN677]). See also
the Fasti/1 sub-fonds at the Bedfordshire Archives for his clerical appointments, in
addition to Sharnbrook’s parish registers for his birth and death dates.

3. Bedford, Bedfordshire Archives (hereafter BA), ABCPuo/1-145, ‘Neglect of
Duties: Office Promoted by John Willimott v John Bolton, Vicar’. This file has been
mentioned only briefly in local scholarship; for example, Joyce Godber, History of
Bedfordshire, 1066-1888 (Bedford: Bedfordshire County Council, 1969), p 340, and
James Collett-White and Colin Scott, St Peter’s Church Sharnbrook: A History and
Guide, 2nd ed (Sharnbrook: Sharnbrook Local History Group, 2011), pp 13-14.

4. For instance, the Archdeaconry of Bedford’s court books (reference ABC) do
not survive from 1713 until late in 1716.

5. BA, ABCPuo, pp 120, 122.

6. Ibid, p 103.
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7. Ibid, pp 19, 134.

8. Ibid, pp 127, 93.

9. Michael Jones, Colworth in Context: A History of Colworth Estate,
Bedfordshire from 1720 to 1947, intro. by James Collett-White (Bedford: Michael
Jones, 1997), pp 12-14.

10. BA, ABCP110 p 17.

11. Ibid, pp 45, 29, 25.

12. Ibid, pp 97, 49, 77-

13. Ibid, pp 65, 66, 69. For a more detailed exploration of Bolton’s drinking
habits, see the author’s post ‘A Bedfordshire Vicar and his Drinking Companions’
on the Warwick Network for Parish Research’s My-Parish platform:
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/myparish/posts/.

14. Ibid, p 26.

15. For the trials between Bolton, Orlebar, and Godfrey, see William Marsh
Harvey, The History and Antiquities of the Hundred of Willey in the County of
Bedford, 2 vols (London, 1872-78), II (1878), p 468.

16. James Collett-White, How Bedfordshire Voted, 1685-1735: The Evidence of
Local Poll Books (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2006-8), I: 1685-1715 (2006), pp 136,
213, 217, and II: 1716-1735 (2008), pp. 57-58, in addition to the entries for William
Farrer (?1656-1737), John Thurloe Brace (?1685-aft 1735), and the younger John
Orlebar (1697-1765) in the History of Parliament Online,

https://www historyofparliamentonline.org/.

17. BA, ABCP110 p 78.

18. Ibid, p 9.

19. Ibid, p 26.

20. Ibid, p 144.

21. James Brown, Tim Wales, and Phil Withington, ‘Vicars on the Liquor’,
History Extra, 19 March 2017,

https://www historyextra.com/period/georgian/vicars-on-the-liquor/.

22. For a general study of late 17th- and early 18th-century parsons, see Donald
A. Spaeth, The Church in an Age of Danger: Parsons and Parishioners, 1660-1740
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).

Luke Holloway

Alexander Grafton, 1845-1907

Alexander Grafton developed and manufactured steam-cranes. He was a
member of the Institution of Civil and Mechanical Engineers. His firm,
Grafton & Co, also known as the ‘Vulcan Works’, Bedford exported cranes
throughout the world. These cranes were put to a variety of uses. As well
as industrial, several were used for docks, wharfs and the railways.
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The early years

Alexander, was one of the eight children of Henry Grafton and Janet, née
Melville Clark. He was born on 24 May 1845 at St Andrews, Middlesex.
His father was a well-known inventor and civil engineer.

Alexander’s career began at the age of 17 years when he joined Samuel
William Worssam & Co, as their trainee engineer. They were a small firm
who manufactured machinery for sawmills in Kings Road, Chelsea. In
1865, he moved to Paris where he was the assistant engineer with Messrs
Perin & Co, and Joshua & Co. He returned to England two years later and
joined the firm of, Charles and Thomas Appleby, of Emerson Street,
Southwark, and Greenwich, London. They manufactured steam cranes,
dredgers, brick-making machinery and pile-drivers. For part of the time,
he was the manager of their Greenwich works. In 1871, the firm sent him
to manage the construction of the six-mile narrow-gauge railway in the
grounds of the Buscot Park Estate, near the town of Farringdon in
Oxfordshire. The Appleby brothers built three steam engines for the
owner of the estate, Robert Tertius Campbell, to collect the sugar beet
and other farm produce from the farms around the estate. In 1874, the
Appleby Brothers entered into a contract with the Egyptian Government
to supply the materials and rolling stock for the construction and
equipment for the first Sudan Railway. In 1875, Alexander went to Egypt
as the firm’s representative. He spent much of the time with the Sudan
Railway. In 1880, he moved to Halle in Belgium, where he was made a
partner in the engineering firm of, ] L Lecocq & Co.

Alexander establishes his own crane business

In 1883, Alexander returned England and set up his business, Grafton &
Co at 13 Cannon Street, London. He manufactured steam cranes. In 1886,
he formed a partnership with Cecil Quixano Henriques. They moved to
Bedford and established their firm, Grafton & Co, also known as the
‘Vulcan Works’. Alexander designed the Vulcan Works and had it built in
Elstow Road, next to the Hitchin railway line. He chose this site because
there was a siding where the cranes could be hauled by wagon to and
from a goods station. During the first six years the firm made over 150
cranes. In 1893, Alexander and Cecil Henriques dissolved their
partnership by mutual consent. Alexander continued to run the firm on
his own. He spent much of his time improving the design of the
locomotive steam-crane, built on the horizontal turntable. Among his
improvements was the loose roller path, these were widely used on the
steam-cranes. The first crane that he designed was crude but much in
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advance of any that had been made before. At first, he took single orders
for cranes, and then the orders came in twos and threes, until his
reputation as an engineer was established. The business soon went from
strength to strength and it was necessary for him to employ men to work
the night shifts. From his designs, the Vulcan Works built over 1,000
cranes. The Vulcan Works exported Grafton rail cranes all over the world
for use on the railways, docks, harbours and power stations. An
important time for the firm was when specially made Grafton cranes were
used at the Tilbury docks. The firm also produced one of the earliest
electric cranes in the country for use at Dover harbour. It was the
forerunner of many.

In 1885, Grafton Cranes won a Silver Medal at the Inventions
Exhibition, at South Kensington, London. They also won the Gold Medal
at the 1900 Paris Exposition. In 1908, they won the Grand Prix and Gold
Medal at the Franco-British Exhibition held in London.

GRAFTON & CO.,

CONTRACTORS TO H.M. GOVERNMENT
ATLAS WORKS,

* aaurron sy BEDFORD.

Illustrated Descriptive Price List
free on application.

SILVER MEDAL, Inventions Exhibition, London, 1885.;
GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1900. cz18e
D PRIX & GOLD MEDAL, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.
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SILVER MEDAL, INVENTIONS EXHIBITION. LONDON. 1885 GOLD MEDAL, PARIS. 1900
GRAND PRJX AND GOLD MEDAL, FRANCO-BRITISH EXHIBITION. LONDON, 1908 GRAND PRIX, BUENOS AIRES EXHIBITION. 1910

CONTRACTORS 710 THE ADMIRALTY ano WAR OFFICE

GRAFTON & Co.
Vulean TWogks

(M. KeiLen)
ENGINEERS
1BEDFORD
18th August 1027,

CRANE MAKERS

TeLEGRAMS ¢
'GRAFTON, BEDFORD"'
TeLgPHONE:
sEDFORD 249

BANKERS

Messrs. Robert Hyde & Son Ltd,,
Chesterfield.

Dear Sirs,

We expect to require 8 of the cast steel or
steel alloy Axleboxes, similar to those you recently
supplied to us for the Rhodesian Railway (your invoice
dated 8th Yarch 1927), but with say 44" x 9" journals,
or the size nearest to this for which you have patterns.
If you can quote for eight such boxes, please do so,
sending a blue-print and particulars to enable us to see
if the same would fit into our general design.

Please state time required.

Ve are,
(‘,\ f Yours faithfully,
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Alexander and Miriam Toogood

Miriam Toogood (1852-1940) was born at Twerton (a suburb of Bath)
in Somerset. She was one of the 12 children of Rachel, née Miles and
James Toogood. Her mother had worked in the textile industry and
her father was a sawyer. Miriam went into domestic service when she
left school.

In the early 1870s Miriam met Alexander and moved in with him in
London under the guise of his housekeeper.

Alexander and Miriam had four children, Alexander Jr, he also went by
the name ‘Jack’ (1874-1923), Charles Leonard (1877-1959), Beatrice Louise
(1879-1923) and Constance Maud (1882-1956). They were born in London.
Alexander and Miriam were never married and after the birth of
Constance they ended their relationship.

Miriam subsequently met up with a former acquaintance, Francis
Robert Tilbury. It seems that they had known each other when they both
lived at Twerton in Somerset. In 1884 Miriam married Francis at
Camberwell, London. They moved into 10 Arthur Terrace, Willesden,
London. Miriam and Francis had two children, William (1887-1975) and
Arthur (1892-1981). Charles Leonard went to live with his mother and
stepfather.

Alexander Jr, Beatrice and Constance remained under the care of their
father and there was no contact with Miriam. They were brought up on
the Continent and educated at a school in France and at Bad Neuenahr in
Germany. Beatrice became an accomplished linguist and was very
musical.

Alexander’s marriage to Marian Maud McWilliam

In 1887, Alexander (aged 42) and Marian (aged 32) were married at
Reigate in Surrey. After their marriage they moved into 14 Cardington
Road, Bedford. Alexander Jr, Beatrice and Constance returned home from
the Continent and lived with their father and stepmother.

Alexander Jr moved to Alexandria, Egypt, to take up an appointment
as chief engineer at Gabbary dry dock. In 1900 Alexander married
Henrietta Talbot. They had two children, Gertrude Madeline was born
1902 and David Alexander in 1904. Alexander visited England in 1914 and
returned to Egypt the same year on the ship the Martaban. Alexander
died in 1923 in Egypt. In 1931 Henrietta, Gertrude and David visited
England and returned to Egypt the same year.

Beatrice and Constance were dressmakers before they were married.
On 10 July 1907 Beatrice married William Edmund Beaves at St Mary’s
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Church, Bedford. They moved to 26 Birchwood Avenue, Muswell Hill,
London. Their children were Vera (1908-1989), Averill (191-1997) and
Alec (1913-1979). In 1915 William Beaves died aged 55 years. In 1919
Beatrice married her second husband Joseph Tothill. Beatrice died aged
42 years, at Islington, London.

In September 1907 Constance moved to Plymouth to marry her cousin
Henry Grafton at Devonport. Her wedding would have been tinged with
sadness. Her father should have walked her down the aisle but he had
died a few weeks before in August. Henry was an engine-room artificer.
They subsequently moved to 31 Braemar Avenue, Wood Green,
Middlesex. They had two children, Stanley was born in 1909 and Margaret
in 1911. Constance died aged 59 years, at Wood Green, Middlesex (now
London N22).

For many years Marian was a member of the Board of Guardians,
representing the St Mary’s parish. She organised teas for the aged poor at
the Town Hall every New Year.

Electric light comes to parts of Bedford Town

On 6 December 1894 an historic event took place in Bedford when
electric lighting illuminated parts of the town. These areas were at St
Peter’s Street, St Cuthbert’s Street, High Street, Mill Street, Lime Street,
Prebend Street, St Paul’'s Square, and parts of Dame Alice Street. The
generating station was built at Prebend Street. It was 17 metres by 9
metres, with a high ceiling and a dado of white enamelled bricks. In the
upper part of the building was housed a powerful travelling crane, made
by Grafton & Co. It could lift six tons to almost any part of the generating
works. The cost of the crane in 1894 was £85. In 2017, this would be worth
approximately £6, 974.19

Alexander on hostile tariffs

In 1903, Alexander gave a speech at the Conservative meeting in Bedford.
In his speech, he gave an example of what foreign tariffs had done for
Bedford.

Sixteen or seventeen years ago, I received an order for a number of steam cranes
for America. I rubbed my hands heartedly and thought: ‘Here’s a jolly good time.’
Nothing pleased me more than dumping English manufactured goods into
foreign countries. They had those cranes; they paid my price; they took them to
pieces and copied them, and I have never sold a single crane in the United States
for 17 years. Now I will tell you the reason of it. Three months ago, I received a
long telegram asking for the price of a steam crane. I spent about 15 shillings in
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replying by telegram, and thought I was going at last to get an order. I sent over
full particulars and got a very polite letter back by return mail. They said they
liked my cranes very much and wanted to have one, but they found they would
have to pay 45 per cent, to allow it to go into the country. £1,000, FOB [free on
board] at Liverpool, and the purchaser would have to pay £450.00 just for the
privilege of allowing our goods to go into the country. In round figures, there was
a loss of £500.00 in wages to the engineers in Bedford. I am telling you facts. In
Germany, it was very much the same. I found that we were doing a decent trade
with the Baltic ports and some ports on the Elbe, and I made inquiries how it was.
I discovered that the German Emperor withdrew all customs duties on machinery
that went for the construction of warships. We were allowed to send in steam
cranes to shipyards where they manufacture ships to compete with us, but
directly I tried to get out of the shipyard to the inner part of the country - 50 per
cent duty at once. That is how we are treated. If we cannot dump into other
people’s countries, I do not want them to dump things here. In one port alone
they are dumping motor cars at the rate of twenty a day. These motor cars cost
from £300 to £500, and French workers receive wages, which might go into the
pockets of Englishmen. Perhaps that gentleman there will say ‘So much the
better’. The motor car is not a working man’s plaything. Working men can do
very well without motor cars. They are as much a luxury as champagne, and
should be treated in the same manner as champagne.

Alexander’s death and memorial
On 18 August 1907, Alexander died
aged 62 years, at his home, 14
Cardington Road, Bedford. He had
suffered ill-health for several years,
and, during the winter months, he
had gone abroad to restore it. The
funeral service took place in the
Foster Hill Cemetery Chapel. He was
buried in Grave Ref: F3 30.

As with most middle-class
Victorians Marian spent as much as
she could afford on a memorial
suitable to Alexander’s social status.
Many of the memorials in Foster Hill
Road Cemetery are non-religious,
such as Alexander’s and many have a
story to tell of those who are buried
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in this beautiful garden of rest.

Alexander’s memorial is a broken column with a broken chain
wrapped around it. The column was by design broken. This symbolises
that his life of was cut short too soon. The broken chain symbolises the
links of love with the family broken in death.

Marian’s final years
Marian and the Vulcan Works manager, William Trunchion, carried on
the firm. In 1924, Marian married her second husband, John Keiller. She
moved to 235 Goldhurst Terrace, Hampstead in London. She died on 16
September 1935, aged 8o years. Following the cremation three days later
on 19 September at Golders Green Crematorium, her remains were placed
in the same grave with Alexander.

On the death of Marian, the residuary legatees, 10 in number, formed
the company and the title changed from Grafton and Co to Grafton
Cranes Ltd.

Robot Cranes for railway
work

In 1938, the London & North
Eastern Railway (LNER) placed
contracts with Grafton Cranes
Ltd for eight cranes for use in
erecting supports for overhead
cables during the electrification
of the lines between
Manchester and Sheffield. The
cranes were self-propelling and
designed so that they would
work on one set of rails without
damaging the adjacent track. A
total of 400 miles of track was
equipped with overhead cables.
It took less than three years to
complete the work.

Second World War

Grafton Cranes Ltd took part in an event, which was not just of local
engineering significance, but also of national importance. During the
Second World War, the port of Tobruk was one of the most valuable
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deep-water ports in North Africa. The British, Indian, and Australian
troops defended the port. Rommel’s troops surrounded it and destroyed
everything apart from just one Grafton crane. When the British naval
salvage men arrived to re-open the harbour so that vital supplies for
British troops could land there, they found the harbour filled with sunken
wrecks left behind by the Germans. They found the Grafton crane, and
with it were able to clear a passage through the sunken wrecks to let in
supply ships. The Grafton crane meant that Tobruk harbour was re-
opened much quicker and with less hard work than had been expected.

The closure of Grafton Cranes

On 12 March 1963, the premises, land, and machinery of Grafton Cranes
Ltd, ‘Vulcan Works’ were sold off at auction. The goodwill of the patterns
and drawings and the spare parts business transferred to the crane-
making firm of Taylor and Hubbard Ltd, of Kent Street, Leicester.

Special thanks to Mark Hassall the great grandson of Alexander Grafton
for his assistance with the family history.

Sources

The Bedfordshire Advertiser, 18 December 1903.

Bedfordshire Times and Independent, 1 November 1910.

The Bedfordshire Mercury, Saturday, 8 December 1894.

Bedfordshire Times and Independent, Friday, 20 September 1935.

The Sunderland Echo and Shipping Gazette, Monday, 18 April 1938.

Bedfordshire Times and Standard, 9 February 1951.

Bedfordshire Times, 12 March 1963.

Graces Guide.

Photograph of crane at Rushden Transport Museum by kind permission of Malcolm Ayres.

Linda S Ayres

Dark deeds at the Catherine Wheel
Biggleswade?
Body-snatchers?

This story is very difficult to substantiate because it’s about body-
snatchers who, so far as is known, were never caught - so there is no
public record of murky goings-on, unlike the well-documented case of
the body-snatchers in St Andrew’s churchyard in 1826. But there’s no
smoke without fire and I think it is more likely than not to be true.' The
former Catherine Wheel public-house on the Market Square in
Biggleswade (Boots store now stands on the site) and the Old Meeting
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Baptist church and burial ground that were once behind Bonds Lane
where the telephone exchange is now are the locations in question.

The ruins of the shambles on the Market Square, Biggleswade, before demolition
after a fire in 1896. They were roughly where the present bus station and toilets
building are now. Another row of wooden shambles, also gutted in the fire, fronted
the row of buildings in the background. On the right, with dormer windows in the
roof, is the late 18th century Catherine Wheel. The whole range of buildings in the
background was later demolished and replaced by the late Woolworth’s and present
Boots stores.

When I first met our member Mollie Stocker a few years ago we got
talking about some of Biggleswade’s disappeared buildings and the
Catherine Wheel pub came up. Most of us will not remember it as a
tavern at all but as Holmes’ gentlemen’s outfitters or, before that,
Holmes’ butcher’s shop. I told Molly that I knew quite a few good stories
about Biggleswade and its history and that some body-snatchers who
were caught in the act in Biggleswade in 1826 were arrested and held
under guard at the Catherine Wheel pub before being carted off to
Bedford prison. Mollie seemed to know this story. ‘Oh yes’, she said,

a friend told me years ago that her grandfather said that bodies were taken at
night from the Old Meeting Baptist burial ground on the other side of Bonds Lane
behind the Catherine Wheel, brought in through the back yard of the pub and
then sent off to be sold to the medical profession in London for dissection.

Of course, this was an illegal trade; we’ve all heard about Burke & Hare.

I realised that this was not the story I was referring to but one I had
never heard before. Mollie went on to say that her husband told her that
a man named Bibby, who had been employed clearing the burial ground
at the Old Meeting, when the church and Sunday school there were
demolished in the 1960s, talked in the pubs about how, when coffin lids
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close to the surface were accidentally broken by the digger, some of the
coffins were found to be empty - and it was more than just one or two!

Clearly, here was another potential body-snatcher story. It would
make sense. This gruesome trade was very widespread by the 1820s - and
very profitable. There was an easy back way from the burial ground to the
Catherine Wheel and plenty of opportunity to send large boxes off to
almost anywhere on the many wagons and carts operating from
Biggleswade or calling by. I could find no records of wrongdoing
connected with any landlord of the Catherine Wheel, however, but there
would be none if the crime had gone undetected.

It occurred to me that perhaps the missing bodies had never been
buried. There could have been an insider accomplice, like a grave digger
or a church warden. This happened more often than you might imagine
(the money involved was very tempting). Strangely, one of the late 18th-
century Old Meeting members was a Mr Lester - and it was a young man,
possibly from the same family, George Lester, who was one of the body-
snatchers imprisoned for the St Andrew’s church crime later in 1826.
George had left Biggleswade to work in London. Was this a family
business? It deserves further investigation.

On repeating this, admittedly shaky, story I am at pains to point out
that it could all be pie in the sky, of course, that there may have been
some residual folk memory of the known body-snatchers having been
held in custody at the Catherine Wheel - which is a fact - and that this
had gradually evolved through a long chain of ‘Chinese whispers’,
assumptions and embellishments into a separate fiction with a life of its
own. It was at that point that Jill Osborne shared her childhood
memories of the Catherine Wheel with us. It had been in her family when
it was a butcher’s shop and, as a young child playing in the attic, her
attention was drawn to a row of large hooks in the roof beams. On being
asked about their purpose, her grandfather had frightened the children,
saying that they had been used in the past to hang dead bodies up! How
chilling! What an image to plant in a child’s imagination! Surely the
hooks were for hanging meat - weren’t they?

Jane Dale
Notes

1. We would love to hear from anyone who has more information or has been
told the same or similar stories from any part of the county.

2. Reprinted with permission from Biggleswade History Society Newsletter, No
359, March 2015.
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Society Bookshelf

Books published by our history societies: contact the Editor if you wish
your society’s books to be included

At the Long Ford: A History of Langford, by Michael Rutt; Ed, Ted Martin.
Paperback, 172 pp incl indexes. Price £7 (£10 by post). Langford & District
History Society, 2021. Copies obtainable through the Editor.

Beats, Boots and Thieves — A History of Policing in North Bedfordshire, By Des Hoar
and Richard Handscomb. Sharnbrook Local History Group. 2013. Paperback,
146 pp, £10 from 24 Loring Road, Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1JZ.

Bedford History Timeline, by Alan Crawley and Bob Ricketts. Bedford
Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society. 2019, Paperback,
94pp; 19 illustrations. Price £8, from the Eagle Bookshop, 16-20 St Peter’s
Street, Bedford MK40 2NN or £10 incl postage from Bob Ricketts, 68 Mendip
Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.

Bedford Town Centre Statues, by Stuart Antrobus, £5, on sale only at the John
Bunyan Museum shop, Mill Street, Bedford, MK40 3EU. Tel 01234 270303.
Tuesday to Saturday 1am to 4pm.

Clophill in the Great War: Those who Died and those who Survived, by Colin Watt.
Hardback, As landscape, 169 pp, £12.50 + £2.50 p& p. For purchase details see:
website bit.ly/307uLMM or phone 01525 860922.

Colmworth and Neighbouring Villages: Then and Now, by Colmworth and
Neighbours History Society. 2018. Paperback, 46pp, 100+ illustrations, £5 + £2
postage from Dave Jarrett, 3 Collingwood Road, Eaton Socon, PE1g 8JQ.

Henry John Sylvester Stannard with notes on his daughter Theresa Sylvester
Stannard, by Richard Morgan. Bedfordshire Local History Association, 2018. 48
pp incl index. Available via the BLHA website http://www.bedfordshire-
lha.org.uk, £5 + p&p.

Langford Then and Now 2006. Langford & District History Society, 2006.
Paperback, 40 pp, 8o+ photos, £4 from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767
312556 or rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com.

Langford through the Lens Volume 1. Langford & District History Society, reprinted
with amendments 2021 to include Langford: A Village Walk. Paperback, 138 pp,
70 photos, £7, from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 312556 or
rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com.

Langford through the Lens, Volume 2. Langford & District History Society. 1992.
Paperback, 8o pp, 8o+ photos, £3, from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767
312556 or rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com.

Life in Bedford during the Second World War, by Stuart Antrobus. Published by
Bedford Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society, 2021. A4
paperback, 102 pp, incl Appendices 18 pp, Indexes, 13 pp, 85 illustrations. Price
£11, from the Eagle Bookshop, 16-20 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 2NN or
£13, incl postage, from BAALHS (cheque payable to BAALHS), Bob Ricketts, 68
Mendip Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.

Willington in the First World War by Robert Bollington. Gostwick Press. 2018. 96
pp; £6 from Willington Local History Group (cheque to be payable to them)

c/o Rob Bollington, 2 Beauchamp Place, Willington MK44 3QA.
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Publication Received

Bedford Local History Magazine, published by Bedford Architectural,
Archaeological & Local History Society. Autumn 2022. Editorial; “The second
edition of 'Life in Bedford During the Second World War, Stuart Antrobus;
‘Bedford History Timeline 1939-2000: Update) Bob Ricketts; * “Photo-shopping”
an airship - The R.31 over Bedford, Bob Ricketts; ‘Powering Bedford -
Electricity comes to town), Bob Ricketts; ‘Commemorative Blue Plaque to Dora
Mason), Stuart Antrobus; ‘Bedford Rocks? Popular music and Rock and Roll in
Bedford 1955 to 1968, Nick Wilde; Picture Quiz; ‘Stevington Windmill), Stuart
Antrobus; ‘Excavations at Black Cat Quarry’, Bob Ricketts; Postscript- Dudeney
& Johnston; Review: Bedford's Victorian Cemetery.

Free to BAALHS members. Price to non-members £4 from the Eagle Bookshop, 16—
20 St Peter's Street, Bedford, MK40 2NN, or £6 by post from The Editor, Bob
Ricketts, 68 Mendip Crescent, Bedford, MK41 SEP. Bob.rickettssy@gmail.com,
back numbers available on request from Bob Ricketts.

Rural Matters

Trial of Dray’s reaping machine. The particular improvement reported is that the
machine throws out bundles of corn ready for binding.
Bedford Times, 1 September 1855, p 3, col 1

Crops report: the wheat ‘strong and healthy . . . several fields bursting into ear . . .
Bedford Times, 28 June 1856, p 3, col 4, Sharnbrook

The Report from the House of Commons, 18th May. Anxiety was expressed over
‘progressive decline of population . . . Mr A W Black, MP for North Beds said the
this problem would not be wholly solved by the provision of small holdings or
allotments . . . or better houses. Wages lay at the root of the whole problem. The
average wages paid to agricultural workers in England was 14s 6d per week.
Reversing the present order, the claim of the labourer for wages should come first,
the farmer for his profits second and the landowner for his rents last . . " There was
a plea for a minimum wage of at least £1.

Bedfordshire Mercury, 17 May 1907, p 3, col 1

Bedford Wool Sale. No sendings from Wrest or Haynes . . . Twelve hundred tods

[ie, 1 tod = 28lbs] were submitted, the biggest consignment since the old Wool Fair
was abolished.

Bedfordshire Mercury, 8 July 1904, p 8, col 3

Courtesy Alan Hunter & Beds Archives
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