
BLHA Autumn Event 2022 - Tempsford Museum and Archives - Friday 16th 
September 
 
On Friday 16th September, the first BLHA Autumn event since 2019 was held and 
hosted by Tempsford Museum and Archives.  The collection was begun by local 
historian Steve Cooney over 20 years ago and was initially housed in a shed at 
the bottom of his garden.  Since 2013, the collection has been housed in the 
Tempsford Stuart Memorial Hall. 
 
The evening began in the main hall with a very welcome drink of tea, coffee and 
homemade cakes provided by his cake makers.  Steve gave us a warm welcome, 
introduced the museum and then gave a well-illustrated presentation on the 
history of Tempsford.  Following questions, we were able to view the displays of 
many of the past residents of the village including those who fought in both 
wars.  The museum has a small archive office packed with local material which 
Steve is happy to delve into to answer local history enquiries. 
 
What was once the snooker room of the hall now housing the bulk of the 
collection. The range of the material is very impressive, which includes for 
example, a small fire engine, memorabilia related to Tempsford Airfield, village 
life and group photographs. 
 
The evening was very well received by all of the 18 members attending with very 
positive comments. Tempsford Museum is a tribute to Steve’s hard work, both 
he and his committee should be congratulated on a well-presented local 
museum.  For those interested in local history in the Tempsford area, I would 
strongly recommend a visit to the museum, either as a personal visit on one of 
the Sunday open afternoons or as a society visit to see how much can be 
achieved in a small village. 
 
Clive Makin 
Secretary, Bedfordshire Local History Association   
 
 
 


