BLHA AGM & ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2017
Saturday, 24 June 2017

Hosted by Bedford Architectural, Archaeological, and Local History Society
at Priory Methodist Church, Newnham Avenue, Bedford MK41 9QJ

BEDFORD THROUGH THE AGES

Conference Programme
9.00 am-9.30 am: Coffee & Registration
9.30 am-10 am: BLHA Annual General Meeting

BLHA Annual Conference: BEDFORD THROUGH THE AGES

10 am-10.15 am: Introduction by Chairman and Welcome by Dave Hodgson, Mayor of
Bedford

10.15 am-11.15 am: The Great Ouse Valley in Early Times: Mike Luke (Albion Archaeology). A
unique overview (from the Kempston & Biddenham excavations) of the changing landscape and
early settlement within the Ouse Valley from 4,000 BC to the 5th century AD.

11.15 am-11.40 am: Bedford and its River: Bob Ricketts (President, BAALHS). How the Ouse
shaped the town’s development and economy: sets the scene for the walking tour.

11.40 am-1 pm: Your choice of EITHER:
Historical Walking Tour: Bedford Castle and The Embankment: led by David Fowler & the
Bedford Town Guides (free coach provided from Priory Church to Castle Mound and return)

OR

Illustrated talk and historic films: Flight Research at the Royal Aircraft Establishment
(RAE): Barry Tomlinson (Bedford Aeronautical Heritage Group). At Thurleigh, RAE (Bedford)
conducted world-class aeronautical research, into automatic landing in fog, naval operations from
aircraft carriers, Concorde aerodynamics, vertical take-off and landing, helicopter performance and
airport landing aids now accepted world-wide.

1 pm-2:15 pm: Buffet Lunch plus standing displays and stalls

2.15 pm-3 pm: 1-4 St Paul’s Square — People and Place: Pamela Birch (County Archivist,
Bedfordshire Archives). Recently-restored, award-winning 1-4 St. Paul’'s Square is one of
Bedford’s earliest secular buildings (c1460). Documents from the archives will be used to reveal
the story of the buildings and their occupiers.

3 pm-3.30pm: Bedford - ‘a bookless town’ — the struggle for a Public Library: Bob Ricketts.
Bedford didn’t have a free public library until 1937 — 40 years after Luton. Bob tells the story of the
town’s ‘Free Library movement’ and its leading lights.

3.30 pm—4.00 pm: Afternoon Tea & Cakes

4 pm-4.30 pm: Preserving Bedford’s Heritage and closing remarks, David Fowler (Co-Chair of
BAALHS Conservation Committee)

There is full disabled access. There is a free car park at the Church and plenty of parking in
nearby streets.



Cost for the day: £20 including buffet lunch and refreshments. (No charge for those who only wish
to attend the AGM) Please send a completed booking form with payment (cheques payable
to BAALHS) to:

Mrs Margaret Carpenter (Hon. Treasurer BAALHS), 4 Harrington Drive, Bedford MK41 8DB
For any further information or queries on the Conference please contact:

Bob Ricketts
President, BAALHS,
68 Mendip Crescent

Bedford
MK41 9EP
01234 313608

Or

bob.ricketts@nhs.net

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 2017
Hosted by Bedford Architectural, Archaeological & Local History Society
(‘BAALHS’)

Saturday, 24 June 2017

BOOKING FORM: MEMBERS OF SOCIETIES

Cost for the day, including drinks and lunch, is £20

SOCIEY NAME. ...,

Please reserve me ........ places for the BLHA Conference on Saturday 24th June
2017 at Priory Methodist Church, Newnham Avenue, Bedford, MK41 9QJ

| enclose a cheque for£....... made payable to ‘BAALHS’

Please note any special dietary requirements (e.g. Vegetarian, Vegan, gluten-free)



| will require no/one/two table(s) for our Society’s exhibits/publications (please circle
requirement)

The names of other attendees are: (only 2 from each society may vote at the AGM)

Forename........................... SUMAME. ..o,
AAAIESS . oo
Tl B
Forename...........cooeeiiii. SUMAME. .
AArES S . e
Tl BN
Forename...................co. .. SUMAME. ..o,
AAAIESS . oo
Tl B
How many of your attendees will wish to go on the walking tour? .............. (insert
number)

Return to: Mrs M Carpenter BAALHS, 4 Harrington Drive, Bedford MK41 8DB tel 01234
360003

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 2017
Hosted by Bedford Architectural, Archaeological & Local History Society
(‘BAALHS’)

Saturday, 24 June 2017

BOOKING FORM: FOR INDIVIDUALS, CORPORATE BODIES, CORPORATE BODIES &
MEMBERS’ GUESTS

Cost for the day, including drinks and lunch, is £20

SOCIEtY NAMIE. ... s

Please reserve me ........ places for the BLHA Conference on Saturday 24th June
2017 at Priory Methodist Church, Newnham Avenue, Bedford, MK41 9QJ

| enclose a cheque for £....... made payable to ‘BAALHS’

Please note any special dietary requirements (e.g. Vegetarian, Vegan, gluten-free)

Forename..............ccuiii. .. SUMAME. ..o,
AArESS . oo
Tel e, Email.....cooooe



Tel e, Email.....oooo
Forename........................... SUMAME. ..o,
AAAIESS . oo

Tel. e, Email.....ooooe
Forename...........cceeeiii. SUMAME. . i
AArESS . e

Telee e, Email. ...

How many of your attendees will wish to go on the walking tour? .............. (insert
number)

Return to: Mrs M Carpenter BAALHS, 4 Harrington Drive, Bedford MK41 8DB tel 01234
360003



