
AMPTHILL & DISTRICT ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Dear Fellow Historians
On behalf of the Bedfordshire Local History Association we are pleased to host the

2012 BLHA Conference
Poplars Garden Centre LearningZone LU5 6HE

Saturday June 9th.

Registration will begin at 9.15 am followed by the Association's A. G. M. at 9.30 am.

Note: Attendance at the AGM alone is free.

Conference Programme (includes contributions from other local historians)

10.15 - 10.40 Fires in Stately Homes & Their Outcomes - Mike Turner ADALHS.
Mike worked at Wrest Park for 29 years first as a research scientist and latterly as Estate Manager
when he worked closely with English Heritage in researching and restoring the gardens.

10.45 - 11.10 Lost Houses of Bedfordshire - Simon Houfe ADALHS.
Simon is an art historian and biographer living most of his life in Ampthill. He has written extensively
on towns and villages in Bedfordshire.

11.15 - 11.30 Coffee

11.30 - 11.50 Introduction to Chalgrave Church - Kevan Fadden ADALHS.
Kevan is the founder chairman of the Ampthill Society. An independent archaeologist, he was on the
committee of The British Pitt Rivers Archaeological Awards for 18 years chairing it for 16.

11.50 - 13.00 Visit to Chalgrave Church - Led by Kevan Fadden.
Chalgrave church is a little known gem in Bedfordshire. It boasts some excellent wall paintings which
include one of the best collections of Heraldic shields in the country.

13.00- 14.15 Buffet lunch served in conference hall.

14.15 - 14.40 The Lost Hamlet of Wadelow - John Little.
John is a Director of Poplars Nursery. He has lived in the area all his life and is the third generation of
the company started by his grandfather Jesse Little. Always interested in the historical background of
the local area he has been researching the old hamlet of Wadelow which straddled his land.

14.45 - 15.10 Art Deco Buildings in Luton - Allan Boldero ADALHS.
Allan, a retired Engineer, has lived most of his life in Luton and takes a keen interest in architecture

15.15-15.30...Valuation Maps & Centenary Appeal - Martin Deacon BLARS.
Martin is the Operations Manager at Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service.

15.35 - 15.45 Summary & tribute to Bedfordshire history -BLHA President Martin Lawrence.



Cost for the day including drinks and lunch is f,17.00. Closing date for
replies 4'h May 2012.
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