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From the Editor 
 

While we are still coping with this unprecedented summer which has caused so 
much grief and the suspension of our AGM and Annual Conference, among 
thousands of other events, we thought we would bring you the stories of two 
Bedford families who were leaders of their community and unwittingly provided us 
with one the best-known English actors of the 20th century. His careworn face and 
effete mannerisms are still seen regularly on our screens in ‘Dad’s Army’, but there 
was much more to him than that. 

I am grateful to Trevor Stewart for providing these articles which I hope you will 
find interesting. KEEP SAFE AND CARRY ON! 

— 

The Le Mesurier Family 
 
The Le Mesurier Family originated in the Channel Islands where they were the 
hereditary Governors of the island of Alderney. Thomas, the fourth son (of five) of 
John Le Mesurier, the then Governor, was born on 28 August 1756. His older 
brother, Paul, a merchant, was perhaps the 
most famous of the generation becoming 
Lord Mayor of London in 1793 and later a 
Member of Parliament. He was also the 
Colonel of the Honourable Artillery 
Company from 1794 until his death in 
December 1805. 

Thomas was sent to Winchester College 
and then to New College, Oxford. He 
studied first, law, and was called to the Bar 
in 1781,very soon making his reputation as 
an astute and capable lawyer. However, the 
church was beckoning and he was ordained 
as a priest in the Anglican persuasion in 1797 
and came to be Rector at St Faith’s, Newton 
Longville, Bucks in 1799. (Right: Rev Thomas 
Le Mesurier, 1756–1822 (Courtesy National 
Portrait Gallery)) 

In 1800 he married Margaret, the 
daughter of the Rev Dr James Bandinel of Netherbury in Dorset. They had 15 
children. In 1812 they left for Haughton-Le-Skerne in County Durham where he 

 



 

3 
 

lived until his death in July 1822. Margaret died just 10 months later, leaving 14 
orphaned children.  

Rev Thomas Le Mesurier was, through his family, an influential priest, always 
close to the government and often advising 
them on how to combine politics with the 
principles of the Established Church. He gave 
many sermons that were considered important 
enough to be fully documented and preserved. 

The eldest son of Thomas and Margaret 
was Henry, born at Newton Longville in 1800. 
He followed in Thomas’s footsteps and joined 
Brasenose College, Oxford, in 1821, and then 
went on to his father’s alma mater, New 
College, where he completed his theological 
studies and was ordained in 1831. The following 
year he married Eliza Margaret Andrews, who 
had been born in Montreal, Canada, but was 
the daughter of Captain John Andrews, an 
army officer. 

The connection of the Le Mesurier family 
with Bedford began in 1833 when Rev Henry Le 
Mesurier was appointed Deputy Headmaster 
(Usher) of the Grammar School in St Paul’s 
Square and moved into the School House at 5 
Horne Lane, Bedford, where he was to remain 
for the next 41 years. This appointment was 
recommended by New College as a response to 
the failing reputation that the school appeared 
to have had. Dr Brereton (also to become a 
legend in the history of the institution), had 
been appointed as Headmaster in 1811 to 
attempt to revive this reputation and a strong 
character was now required to further assist 
him. Henry himself appears to have been 
something of a real-life Mr.Chips. (Right: 
Grammar School Calendar, 1833.) 

He was an Anglican clergyman but almost 
of the non-conformist tradition and although 
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he attended services at St Paul’s Church opposite the School (then and still very 
much of the Anglo-Catholic wing of the church), he could often be heard during 
services muttering under his breath, ‘Pooh! Pish! Posh! Pack of Popish Nonsense!’ 

Henry was, it appears, more than happy to administer any chastisement 
required of him and, although he often behaved like a raging bull, he seems to have 
been the kind of ill-tempered eccentric that most schoolboys enjoy and remember 
with some affection. 

As a hobby he loved walking, especially along the river bank out into the 
country and often gathered wild mushrooms which he then cooked for his 
breakfast. There is a local story that, when, on one of these walks, a local boatman, 
securing his boat, hurled verbal insults at him as he passed, the Rev Henry simply 
picked him up and threw him into the river. However, a few seconds later a pang of 
conscience and his sense of Christian charity caused the reverend gentleman to 
dive in and rescue his victim – while tendering his apologies. 

As he grew older it is said that ‘his appearance became more than ever like a 
grizzly bear without any teeth’. 

The salary as Deputy Headmaster was to be £140 per annum plus house, candles 
and coal. He was also to receive an additional income of £4 for every Bedford boy 
(i.e., not a boarder – for whom their parents would have paid him an additional 
fee). By 1851 there were 70 boarders and 76 town boys. In 1861, to mark the opening 
of extensions to the rapidly improving old school, Le Mesurier wrote the new 
School hymn ‘Domus Pater’, which is still sung by Bedford School today. 

When he finally retired he was presented with a silver salver and a cheque for 
200 guineas, although one pupil jokingly worked out that the subscription came ‘to 
less than a halfpenny for every stroke of the cane that the old monster had 
administered’. On his retirement in 1873 Rev Henry, Eliza and unmarried daughter 
Mary moved to 98 Midland Road where he died in May 1874 and Eliza in February 
1894. 

They are buried together in Foster Hill Road Cemetery, Bedford. The obituary in 
the Bedford Mercury of 30 May 1874 says:  

 
During his long residency in Bedford Mr Le Mesurier had won the respect and esteem of all 

classes and those who knew him best had the highest opinion of his brilliant intellect and his 

scholarly acquirements. By those who enjoyed the benefit of his training he was truly 

beloved. As a teacher he had a wonderful power in quickening intellectual life and in 

communicating knowledge. 
 

Only his youngest son Paul and three of his daughters Mary, Una and Anne, 
were able to be present at the funeral: the others were either overseas or living far 
away. 
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The obituary for Mrs Le Mesurier in the same newspaper on 10 February 1894 
says, ‘it is only natural that at the age of 84 Mrs Le Mesurier should have receded 
from the public position that she once held, but she was often enquired after by 
those older inhabitants who cannot think of a Le Mesurier or a Brereton without a 
regard closely approaching affection’. 

In 1891 the Grammar School moved from St Paul’s Square to its current site and 
became known as Bedford School. 

Henry and Eliza had 12 children, all of them born in Bedford: 
Una, born 1833, married, in March 1860 at St Paul’s, Bedford, William Purser a 

gentleman farmer from Wood End Farm, Cople. They had two children. He died in 
Bedford in 1886 and she (who never remarried) died at 64 The Grove, Bedford, in 
1907. He is buried in Bedford Cemetery, very close to Rev Henry and his wife. Una 
is also in the cemetery but not with William. She is next to her sister Anne and 
Anne’s husband. 

John, born 1834 (later General John Le Mesurier and father of Amy). John is the 
grandfather of actor John Le Mesurier. He married Georgina A A Moyle in India but 
returned to Bedford whenever he was on leave from the Army and both died here 
at 32 The Embankment. They are buried together in Bedford Cemetery. (More 
about him later.) 

Henry, born 1836, joined the Indian Navy and married Marjorie West, daughter 
of an Army Officer in India in 1874. They do not appear to have come home. 

Mary, born 1839, remained unmarried and was the daughter who stayed with 
and looked after her parents. When her mother died and sister Rachel returned to 
Bedford they lived together at 33 Lansdowne Road. Mary died in 1921 before her 
sister. She is buried in Bedford Cemetery close to her brother, General John Le 
Mesurier. 

Anne, born 1840, married Charles Bevill at St Paul’s, Bedford, in 1865. He was the 
son of a solicitor in Cambridge and became a wealthy gentleman racehorse owner 
and trainer with a large house in Royston. They had one daughter, Evelyn Kate, in 
July 1866, who sadly died within the year. They do not appear to have had any 
further children and, having moved around the country, to Cambridge, Brighton 
and Devon, they resettled at 14 and then 26 Rothsay Road, Bedford. Anne died in 
early 1905 and Charles died in March 1908. They are also buried together in Bedford 
Cemetery and Charles’s brother William, who was similarly in the racing industry 
and Clerk to the Course at Kempton Park Racecourse, and was a great friend of the 
Higgins family of Castle Close, is buried with them, all actually next to Una Purser. 

Richard Arthur, born 1841 in December, and baptised at St Paul’s on 18 February 
1842 sadly died in April 1843 aged 1 year and 4 months. Buried in Holy Trinity 
Churchyard on 11

 
April 1843, one of the earliest in this churchyard as the building 

was only completed in 1842. 
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Bulkley, born 1844, seems to have remained unmarried. He worked for the Post 
Office in London until he emigrated to Canada in 1872. His sister Mabel appears to 
have lived with him for a short time in London before she went out to India. He 
died at Hamilton in Canada in May 1894. 

Rachel, born 1846. Rachel married Rev Thomas William Bray, Vicar of Papworth 
St Agnes, at St Paul’s, Bedford, on 1 January 1867. He had previously been the curate 
at St Paul’s but had actually been born in Adelaide, South Australia, the son of 
Thomas Bray and Sarah Pink who had migrated from Hampshire in 1838.Thomas 
and Rachel had a daughter, Dorothy Mabel and five sons: Arthur, Gildart, Paul 
Dudley, Denys de Saumarez and Kenneth. Thomas appears to have been a sickly 
man and, having served in parishes in Lincolnshire, Aberdeen, Barrow (Lancashire) 
and even in Stuttgart in Germany, he died in Bedford at the home of his mother in 
law, Mrs Le Mesurier on 24 May 1887. Rachel then lived in Guildford and Tiverton 
(to enable the younger sons to attend schools selected by her), before returning to 
Bedford to stay at Lansdowne Road with her sister Mary. Rachel and Thomas are 
buried together in Bedford Cemetery next to Mabel and her husband. One of the 
sons emigrated to Australia, one to South Africa and one to America. Two sons and 
the daughter died in the UK. 

Mabel, born 1849, went out to India in 1872. Whether it was to see her brothers 
or to get married we will probably never know. But she clearly met a widowed army 
officer Colonel Halford Fellowes and on 8 March 1873 married him in India. He was 
a very well-known and a greatly respected figure who already had a family but he 
and Mabel had three more children, Halford Le Mesurier Fellowes (1874), Peregrine 
(1875) and Peregrine Paul (1877). Peregrine died in 1875, aged just 1 month and sadly 
the Colonel died of dysentery in 1879, and Mabel in 1885, leaving two sons, Halford 
and Peregrine Paul both under 10 years of age. They returned to Bedford where 
they were raised at 98 Midland Road by their grandmother, Mrs Le Mesurier and 
their Aunt Mary. Halford went on to achieve an outstanding career in the Army. He 
married Alice Young and later Margaret Vicary. Peregrine Paul married Florence 
Strachan. They do not appear to have had much to do with Bedford after leaving 
school. Although they died in India, the bodies of Halford and Mabel were returned 
to the UK and are buried together in Bedford, next to her sister Rachel and her 
husband. Like General John Le Mesurier, Fellowes was an artist of some repute and 
there is a collection of his water colours in the British Library in London. 

Thomas Arthur, born late 1850 in Bedford became an industrialist in India and 
married Mary Meares. He died in Calcutta in 1906. 

Paul, born 1852, after school and the death of his father emigrated to Australia, 
became a camel dealer and died at Eucla, Western Australia, on 30 June 1918 aged 
66. 



 

7 
 

Right :Paul Le Mesurier and his 
camels in Western Australia, c 1890 

 
Edmund Andros (sometimes 

known as Edward Andros), born 
1858, in July but died in August 
1858 aged just two months. He 
was buried on 29 August 1858 
in Holy Trinity Churchyard, 
Bedford, possibly with his 
brother Richard, but the Register does not give that detail. 

Clearly, the family remained very close to and had great affection for Bedford. 
Most of them who could, returned there and are buried there, all within about 50 
yards of one another. 
 
John Le Mesurier (1834–1903) (later General John Le Mesurier) 
The eldest son, John, was born at Horne Lane on 1 November 1834 and attended his 
father’s school from 1843 to 1850 after which he went off to the East India 
Company’s Military College at Addiscombe near Croydon. He seems to have been 
an exemplary student as the United Services Magazine of January 1854 records that 
at the public examinations and prize giving recently held: 
 
thirty seven gentlemen cadets of the first class were brought forward and were awarded for 

their different services as follows: For Engineer Service: Messrs John Le Mesurier [plus 9 

others]. The following gentlemen obtained prizes. In the FIRST CLASS, 

Mr Le Mesurier, FIRST PRIZE for Fortification, FIRST PRIZE for Military Surveying, 

FIRST PRIZE for Military Drawing, FIRST PRIZE for Civil Drawing FIRST PRIZE for 

Hindustani and FIRST PRIZE in Good Conduct. 
 

John was commissioned into the Royal Engineers in 1853 and was posted to 
India where he spent most of his military career. He fought at the battles of Bushire 
and of Khusab. He was promoted to Captain in 1861, Major in 1872, Lt-Colonel in 
1874 and Colonel in 1879. He became Joint Secretary of the Public Works 
Department of the Government of Bombay in 1884 and retired from the Royal 
Engineers as Lt-General on 24 March 1887. During his service in India he was 
responsible for the design and construction of a number of public buildings and 
was an accomplished water colour artist. As with Fellowes, there is also a large 
collection of the General’s designs, sketches and paintings in the British Library in 
London. 

While in India he met Georgina A A Moyle, herself the daughter of an Indian 
Army officer, and they married in Karachi in 1868. When on leave or between 
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postings, the family returned to Bedford. The couple had three sons and a 
daughter: the eldest son, Arthur, was born in 
India in 1870, Cecil, also in India in 1873 and 
Paul at Torquay in 1875. Daughter, Amy 
Michelle, was born at 6 Windsor Terrace, 
Bedford, on 11 January 1878. (Windsor Terrace 
was at that time the name given to the lovely 
terrace of Georgian houses on the corner of St 
Cuthbert’s Street and Goldington Road, now 
mainly solicitors’ offices and numbered as 
Goldington Road.) (Right: Major John Le 
Mesurier and eldest son Arthur in India 1873.) 

General John Le Mesurier who was still 
serving in the army was home for Amy’s birth 
but returned to India immediately afterwards. 
By 1881 the family had moved to 18 Potter Street, 
now Cardington Road, but by 1888 they are at The Embankment, first No 33 and 
then No 32, next door, which they named Ebodia, (or Evodia) the Latin name for 
Alderney. Both Georgina and her husband died here in the autumn of 1900 and 
November 1903, respectively. 

 
The General’s sons 
Amy’s brothers, all attended Bedford School, but soon went out to Canada, where 
they were very much homesteaders, and had to fulfil the requirements of the 1872 
Dominion Lands Act which demanded that they, ‘build a house minimum size 18ft 
x 24ft, using whatever material they could find, and cultivate a certain number of 
acres of unbroken prairie in order to receive the grant of 160 acres of land’. This 
cultivation would have been unbelievably hard work and included the removal of 
trees, stones and rocks using only physical labour or the few oxen that might have 
been available. Arthur left first in 1889, followed very soon after by Cecil and then 
Paul. They were also joined later by cousins Tony Purser and Paul Bray. The boys 
became part of a community of expatriates named Cannington Manor, which had 
been established by an eccentric ex-army officer named Captain Edward Pierce, 
near Moose Mountain in the District of Assiniboia, North West Territories, now 
Saskatchewan. Pierce had hoped to make a fortune based on the free land available 
in Canada. 

The aim was to form an aristocratic colony based very much on a traditional 
English village and he had established an agricultural college to instruct the 
bachelor sons of wealthy families he hoped to attract how to homestead and open 
up the country. The cultural and recreational life of the community was designed 
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to emulate English upper class society, with a church, cricket and tennis, billiards, 
plays and drama, soccer and even rugby. Pierce and his partners (known as The 
Moose Mountain Trading Company), constructed a store, blacksmith’s shop, flour 
mill and even a replica pub named the Mitre Hotel. This was in total contrast to the 
lives of the less privileged but more experienced settlers who were not from that 
background. However, when Pierce died in 1888 the dream began to founder. This 
was an era of major drought and low grain prices meaning that it was impossible 
for the settlers to continue with their previous lifestyle and many drifted away. 
When they left Bedford the Le Mesurier boys could surely not have known how 
difficult life in Canada would turn out to be. The 
village site is now a Saskatchewan Historic Park 
and, interestingly, Arthur’s restored log cabin 
forms a centrepiece, still with the family 
photographs on the wall. 

Arthur, after school, attended a military style 
private academy in Ealing in order to prepare 
him for entrance into the army and then went 
on to Burney’s Royal Academy at Gosport from 
1884 to 1886. Instead of a career in the army or 
the navy, however, he chose instead to go to 
Canada in 1889. On 18 July 1900 at Cannington 
Manor he married Edith Stanier. The wedding 
was attended by brother Paul and cousin Tony 
Purser. Cecil was probably also present but his 
name does not actually appear on the list on the 
back of the wedding photograph. Arthur stayed 
in the Cannington Manor area until his death on 
5 March 1964 and some of his grandchildren still 
live in the vicinity. (Above: Cecil Le Mesurier and his sister Amy in Bedford, 1884.) 

 Cecil went out to Canada in the early 1890s and remained at Cannington until 
1906 when he moved away to take up a position at a boys school in Victoria. Apart 
from a short visit to Australia in 1913, holidays, and one trip back to Bedford, he was 
to remain in Canada, usually working in schools. In September 1915 he married 
Rachel Roberson, a private tutor and the daughter of a Doctor from Shrewsbury. 
When Rachel died just a few years later Cecil seems to have renewed his contact 
with Bedford when marrying again. His new wife was Ada Ison whom he would 
have known by the name Ada Bull the daughter of Thomas Bull, the famous 
Bedford jeweller and goldsmith. As young people they would have been well 
acquainted: they lived almost next door on The Embankment, they both went to 
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the Grammar Schools and no doubt were also part of the social scene enjoyed by 
the youth of the town. 

 
Right: Cecil Le Mesurier’s home in 
Cannington Manor 1892. (Note the 
Bedford School badge and etching of Rev 
Thomas, together with the school cap and 
photographs of Bedford.) 

 
Ada had married William Edward 

Ison in October 1899, after Cecil had 
left for Canada to join his brother. 
Ison came to Bedford from Ashby-
de-la-Zouch in Leicestershire to 
follow an apprenticeship as an 
ornamental iron worker. On completion of this apprenticeship he became a partner 
with Henry Bacchus in an ironmongers in the High Street but then through his 
involvement with the Bulls he learned the craft of goldsmithing. (Ison was 
responsible with Bacchus for the manufacture and gilding of the ornamental gates 
into Bedford Park.) On the retirement of Thomas Bull in 1904 his son-in-law took 
over the jewellers business. However, when Ison died in London in June 1918 the 
firm was making small parts for aeroplanes at that time being developed for use in 
the Great War and John Bull the Jewellers was then sold out of the family. Ada 
must have remained in contact with Cecil, as in 1924 she went out to Canada, 
according to her Canadian immigration certificate, ‘to marry Cecil Le Mesurier’.  
 

 
 
 
 
Right: The settlement at  
Cannington Manor c 1889. 

 
 
 
 
 

They did indeed marry in July 1924 in Victoria, British Columbia, where he was 
still teaching. Sadly, the marriage lasted but a short time and Ada was back in 
England within the year, using the name Le Mesurier which she retained until her 
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death at Chalfont St Giles in January 1947. Cecil did not marry again and he passed 
away in Canada on 3 February 1950. 

Paul left for Cannington Manor after Cecil. He soon moved from the settlement 
though and died from ill-health in April 1910 in Fort William, Ontario. He was 
unmarried. 
 
Amy Le Mesurier 
And so with the death of the last of the Rev Henry’s daughters in 1927 and the 
grandsons all being abroad, it was left for granddaughter Amy to continue the 
Bedford connection of both families. 

On the death of her father, Amy, who had attended Bedford High School, left 
The Embankment and moved to 1 Park Road North from where she married 
solicitor Charles Elton Halliley at St Paul’s Church on 17 October 1906. As her father 
had died and her brothers were all in Canada, Amy was given away by close friend 
Dr Harding, the long serving organist and choir master of St Paul’s Church and 
Director of Bedford Musical Society, who it seems remained a close personal friend 
of the couple for many years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General John Le Mesurier and his family at their home on The Embankment, Bedford 1894: 

Amy holding the dog and brother Paul sitting at front. 

— 
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The Halliley Family 
 
The Bedford branch of the Halliley family are of Yorkshire descent (so says the 
history prepared by Charles Bailey Halliley and kindly loaned by Gavin Halliley). 
The first record of the name, although spelt rather differently, was a Thomas Hilele 
at Sowerby near Wakefield in 1380, however, there are also Hallileys recorded in the 
Halifax area in the early 1500s. 

Generally the family were yeomen, small-scale farmers and landowners, but 
Thomas’s grandson, John, left Yorkshire and had the distinction of becoming 
Keeper of The Royal Jewels and Plate and a Treasurer to Henry VIII. John was one 
of the organisers of the famous Field of the Cloth of Gold in June 1520 and became a 
very wealthy man, acquiring further lands and property in both London and 
Yorkshire. 

Christopher Halliley, born in London in 1603, a great grandson of John, 
inherited much of this estate and he also purchased land in the Clifton and Henlow 
area. He died in London in 1688 but, although his will requested burial in Clifton 
Church, he is actually interred in Henlow Church where there is a beautiful large 
carved marble memorial to him, which can be found mounted on the wall close to 
the pulpit. 

A Robert Halliley (born 1698), of Bickerton, Yorkshire, had a very large family, 
eight children when he died in 1758. Of these, one son, Thomas, went into business 
in York, another William, was sent to study at St Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
London and a third, John, became a founder of the Dewsbury woollen industry and, 
as a result, very wealthy. (There is still a Halliley Gardens in Dewsbury.) Having 
qualified as a doctor and a surgeon, William then came to live in St Neots to 
practise in both Bedford and St Neots. He married a local girl, Martha Fisher, and 
they are recorded as being in St Neots in 1784 when he and his wife purchased 
property there. They had six children, two sons and four daughters. The eldest son, 
John, went out to India and Ceylon and became a Captain in the Indian Army. He 
sadly drowned in the river near Calcutta. Youngest son, William Agar, like his 
father, went to St Bartholomew’s and became a doctor taking on his father’s 
practice in St Neots, finally in a partnership with a Dr Thackeray. 

Contemporary accounts record that William senior was a tall handsome man, 
with blue eyes, and brown hair always worn in a queue, a splendid horseman and a 
fearsome rider fond of all country sports, especially hunting. He died at the age of 
just 54 in 1801 and such was his popularity that there were said to be over 4,000 
mourners at his funeral. Martha died in January 1811. 

William and Martha’s son, William Agar, married Catherine Norman on 13
 

August 1812 at Hartfield in Sussex. She had been the governess to Lady Maria 
Theresa Villiers, the second daughter and fifth child of George Villiers and his wife 
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Theresa Parker. However, William and Catherine were together for only three years 
before he died as the result of a hunting accident in 1815 at the age of 37 (see the 
appendix, page 20). Tragically passing so young William left no provision for his 
family, resulting in Catherine having to maintain three young children Anne, 
Martha and another William, then just one year old. 

Desperate for an income, Catherine used her governess skills to establish a girls’ 
boarding school in St Neots, which as the daughters grew older they also assisted in 
managing. William who was educated in St Neots sought employment and worked 
at a local boys’ school. The job did not satisfy him – very long hours, little reward 
and boredom. At the age of 21 he left for Ceylon where he enlisted in the army but 
soon purchased his discharge and joined the Ceylon Civil Service. 

In 1838 he married Elizabeth Morrow, a young lady of Irish descent, and in 1839 
just six weeks after her 17th birthday their first son George Frederick was born, 
followed by William in 1841 (who died while a child), Theresa (1843), Martha (1845), 
(who also died while still a child), James (1848), William Parker (1850) and Charles 
Bailey (1851). 

In 1858 Mrs Halliley came back to England to stay at St Neots, then Bedford and 
to place George, James and William Parker in the Moravian School at Fulneck near 
Leeds. She then returned to Ceylon with the girls and the infant Charles Bailey. 

Mrs Halliley arrived in Bedford once more in 1861 when she took a house for 
herself James, William P and Charles B at 26 Tavistock Street (above a drapers 
shop), where they were to stay until 1864 when William senior came home on three 
months’ leave, his first home visit since 1836. 

On the expiration of this period of leave William and Elizabeth returned to 
Ceylon with James and William Parker. Charles B was left as a boarder at the 
Grammar School living at the School House in Horne Lane with the Deputy 
Headmaster, Rev Henry Le Mesurier. 

William and Elizabeth returned again for a very short visit in 1865 for the birth, 
at Maitland Villas, of their youngest daughter Edith Bertha on 30 June, after which 
they all immediately returned to Ceylon, again leaving Charles at the Grammar 
School. 

William eventually retired from the Civil Service in 1883 with the rank of Chief 
Collector of Customs and a seat on the legislative council. As was perhaps 
inevitable, they returned to Bedford where their first home was to be 22 Alexandra 
Road. 

William, Elizabeth and daughter Edith moved in late 1885 to Serendib Lodge in 
Shakespeare Road where William died on 26 March 1886. This house now being too 
large Elizabeth and Edith moved to 49 Spenser Road, a property which they 
immediately renamed Serendib Lodge, which it is to this day. Edith died in 
Hospital in London on 3 November 1887 aged just 22 years and Elizabeth herself 
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died at 49 Spenser Road on 20 June 1890. William is buried in Bedford Cemetery 
but has no memorial stone. Edith and Elizabeth are buried together but the 
memorial cross on this grave contains all three names. 
 
Charles Bailey Halliley 
So the Bedford connection with the family was continued through Charles Bailey 
Halliley who attended the Grammar School from 1865 to summer 1870. During his 
time at the School he was noted as a good sportsman especially at running and 
rowing and he himself said ‘that these were very happy days with good 
companions’. He was captain of the Boat Club in the 1869/70 season and wrote a 
number of fascinating articles about the rowing activities at the School during that 
season. 

On completing his schooling he went out to join his parents in Ceylon for a 
short visit but then returned to Bedford to take up articles with Mr J P Piper, 
partner in Whyley and Piper of Dame Alice Street, and the Town Clerk of Bedford. 
Charles B was admitted as a solicitor in 1876 and worked first for Pearse and Pearse 
in St Paul’s Square. Then in 1890 he formed a partnership with Mr Charles Stimson 
as Halliley and Stimson at 26 Mill Street. When Mr Stimson was appointed Town 
Clerk in 1903 this partnership was dissolved and, finally, a new firm was established 
with Alexander Morrison as Halliley and Morrison, still at 26 Mill Street, Bedford. 
(Although Charles Halliley retired in 1912 the name of this company continued for 
many years indeed into the latter part of the 20th century when it finally became 
part of a much larger organisation and the name was lost). 

In the town, Charles B lived in St John’s Street but on 1 October 1878 at St Paul’s 
Church, Bedford, he married Emma Mary Newman Elton, the youngest of the three 
daughters of Alfred Elton of Shenstone Lodge, a huge house in Ashburnham Road, 
Bedford. The wedding was conducted by the Bishop of Ely assisted by Rev George 
Halliley Capron, Rector of Southwick, Oundle, the Rev James Sunderland, brother-
in-law of the bride and the Rev P R Watts, Vicar of St Paul’s. It must have been one 
of the Bedford events of the year! 

Emma’s elder sister, Florence, had in 1874 married James Sunderland, the son of 
the late Rev Thomas L Sunderland, the retired Vicar of Tilsworth, who lived at 
Ravensden Grange. At the time of their marriage James was described as a 
‘gentleman’ but he was also later ordained and became Vicar of Eggington, near 
Leighton Buzzard. 

The father of the girls, Alfred Elton, was a very wealthy man descended from 
merchants and iron founders in Bristol. He was himself an ironmaster and had 
been a partner in several important ironworks in Westbury Bristol, Thomas Butlin’s 
Ironworks in Wellingborough and Skidmore’s Art Manufacturers and Constructive 
Iron Company in Coventry. The latter were responsible for the ornamental iron 
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railings around the Albert Memorial in Hyde Park, London, together with much of 
the new decorative ironwork being installed in churches and cathedrals at that 
time. Alfred was a member of St Paul’s Church but a Quaker supporter by 
inclination and was one of the founder trustees of the new Diocesan Home and 
Orphanage (later known as St Etheldreda’s) in Bromham Road. He gifted a 
magnificent stained glass window to St Paul’s Church in memory of second 
daughter Ada Isabella who died in July 1871 aged just 17. Alfred who by all accounts 
was ‘a true English gentlemen of the old school and greatly loved and respected’, 
died at Shenstone Lodge on 29 December 1885 and his wife Emma, who then 
moved to Broughton House, 3 Chaucer Road, died there in November 1887. On his 
death he was still clearly a very wealthy man as even at that time, his estate was 
valued at £10,100 about one million pounds today. Alfred, Emma and their young 
daughter Ada are all buried together in Bedford Cemetery. 

On their marriage Charles Bailey Halliley and his new wife Emma moved into a 
house at 39 Ashburnham Road (almost opposite Shenstone Lodge) but which has 
now been demolished and replaced by a block of flats. 

From here, in April 1881, they moved to Redland House (The Oval), now 
Lansdowne Road, where the 
couple’s first child, Charles Elton 
was born later that month, to be 
joined at the same address, in June 
1882, by William Goodenough and 
in July 1883 by Emmie Constance. 
(Right: Charles Bailey Halliley and 
family at 26 Chaucer Road 1890. 
(Charles Elton standing at the 
back.) 

In 1885 the family came to 
Redlands, 1 Chaucer Road, next 
door to the widowed Mrs Elton, 
where Avis E was delivered, and 
then in 1887 they crossed Chaucer 
Road to Haslemere, then No 26, 
where Marjorie was born in May 
1889. 

Finally, the family moved in 1898 to the lovely 30 Kimbolton Road where Eileen 
(July 1899), and Geoffrey (October 1902), were born. All of the children were 
baptised at St Paul’s Church, Bedford.  

With the establishment of his name and professional reputation Charles Bailey 
Halliley involved himself in many local organisations including the Bowling Club, 
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the Music Society and indeed the County and Borough Councils. He was Chairman 
of the Finance Committee on the Borough Council and often jokingly referred to 
himself as ‘the Chancellor of the Exchequer of Bedford’. The Council records show 
that he was a good speaker and a very capable administrator. He led the Borough 
Council through a period of major reform and was responsible for the appointment 
of the first ever full-time Town Clerk. Prior to then the Clerk had been a part-time 
appointment usually offered to a local solicitor who was able to continue his private 
work at the same time. Charles was also a member of the Harpur Trust, 
Churchwarden at St Peter’s Church and the agent (albeit part-time) for the North 
Bedfordshire Division of the Liberal Unionist Party. He finally retired on 31 March 
1912 and the partnership was dissolved. The next year he moved to Somerset where 
he died in March 1934 and Emma in December 1944. 

 
Charles and Emma’s children 

William G attended first The Knolls Preparatory School in Woburn Sands 
transferring to Bedford School in 1892 remaining there until 1897. He left home 
early and commenced an apprenticeship in the Merchant Navy where he became 
an officer in the Royal Mail Navigation Company and on the outbreak of the First 
World War transferred to the Royal Navy. He was engaged in the Battle of Jutland 
(see HIB 8.6: 5) when his ship HMS Nomad was sunk and he was taken prisoner. 
When repatriated he immediately returned to naval duties and was later recognised 
for bravery and distinguished conduct during the naval raids on Zeebrugge and 
Ostend in April, May and June 1916 (see HIB 5.12 & 6.1). He returned to the Royal 
Navy when the Second World War was imminent, was promoted to Commander 
and posted to HMS Dipper, a naval land station in Somerset specialising in the 
training of naval pilots. He was serving there when he died in December 1943 aged 
61 years. William married twice and had one son and two daughters. 

Emmie Constance, known by the family as Connie, never married and stayed at 
home with her parents. After the move to Somerset she got much involved in 
parish affairs and other local benevolent works. She died at Burnham-on-Sea in 
December 1971. 

Avis (or Acie) married Frank D Anderson in Bedford in April 1911. He was a 
General Manager for the Royal Bank of Ireland in Dublin where they mainly lived 
until their retirement to Somerset in 1931. They had two sons and two daughters. 
She died in Chelsea in December 1936. 

Rhoda (or Marjorie Rhoda) married Arthur Younger at Holy Trinity, Chelsea, on 
19 February 1918. He was a professional soldier attaining the rank of Colonel and 
was also awarded the DSO (Distinguished Service Order). They had two sons. She 
died in Norway in 1970. 
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Eileen married Doctor Geoffrey Bishop in Somerset in June 1927 and they had 
one daughter. Eileen died in Surrey in 1957. 

All of Charles B’s daughters attended Bedford High School variously between 
1892 and 1913 after which the family left the town. 

Geoffrey attended The Knolls Preparatory School in Woburn Sands and then 
Westminster School as a chorister at Westminster Abbey. He started his career on 
the staff of a school in Sussex, and played cricket for Somerset and Sussex. In 
September 1947 in Kingsdown, Kent, he married Georgina Hale and went into the 
catering and hotel industry, later becoming Personnel Director for a division of 
British Steel. He retired in 1966 and died in November 1980. They had two sons. 

Charles Elton Halliley continued the Bedford connection. He was sent to 
Bedford School from 1891 to 1895. On leaving school he commenced his own 
training with his father’s partnership – Halliley and Morrison – eventually being 
admitted as a solicitor in October 1906. He was, though, much more interested in 
politics than in the law and gradually got drawn into the world of local politics, and 
in particular the Conservative Party. 

On 17 October 1906 at St Paul’s Church, Bedford Charles Elton Halliley married 
Amy Michelle Le Mesurier, the only daughter of the late General John Le Mesurier 
and his wife Georgina. (General John was of course the eldest son of Rev Henry Le 
Mesurier, the Deputy Headmaster of the Grammar School for so many years, and 
with whom Charles E’s own father had boarded while at the 
School.) The wedding must have been a large affair as it 
received full coverage in the Bedfordshire Mercury of Friday 19 
October 1906. Both the bride and groom were long-standing 
members of the Choir of St Paul’s Church and most of the 
great, the good and the famous of Bedford at that time appear 
to have been present. The wedding present list extends to a 
full column of the newspaper and includes names such as 
Attenborough, Harding, Goldsmith, Diemer and Steinmetz, all 
very much part of the then Bedford élite. 

After their marriage the couple stayed until the end of 1910 
at 1 Park Road North where their first child, a daughter Joan 
Michelle, was born on 28 September 1909. They then all took 
up residence at the old Halliley family home at 26 Chaucer 
Road. This had been let since the move to Kimbolton Road, but had now been 
purchased by his father. It was here that Charles E and Amy’s second child, a son 
John, the actor, see below, was born on the 5 April 1912 and baptised at St Paul’s on 
18 May 1912. (Right: Amy Halliley, née Le Mesurier, c 1914.) 

Politics was rapidly becoming Charles Elton’s overriding passion and conflict 
arose between his professional situation and his need not to become involved in 



 

18 
 

any possible disputes that could arise due to allegations of bribery and corruption 
under the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act of 1883. Finally, Charles decided that 
having assisted the Conservatives in winning the Bedford parliamentary seat in the 
1910 General Election, this was where his professional future actually lay. He was 
offered the position of agent to Walter Guinness who had been Conservative MP 
for Bury St Edmunds since 1907. Halliley tried to operate in both occupations for a 
time, spending part of his week in Bury and part in Bedford, but it became clear 
that he would soon have to make a choice one way or the other. Full-time politics 
won and in late 1913 the family moved to St Mary’s Square, Bury St Edmunds, which 
was to be the family home for the rest of Charles and Amy’s lives. 

Charles became the first full-time agent employed by the Conservative Party 
and instrumental in the formation of the National Society of Conservative and 
Unionist Agents and its first Secretary. He remained in the agent’s post for the rest 
of his working life and took part in no fewer than 51 General Elections. He was a 
greatly respected citizen in his adopted community and was awarded the OBE in 
the 1952 New Year Honours List for services to the Conservative Party. Both Amy 
and he involved themselves fully in the musical life of Bury, promoting concerts 
and entertaining performers and on his final retirement he became a part-time 
music critic for the local newspaper. Charles E died in 1964 and Amy in 1968 both 
in Bury St Edmunds. 

And so the active connection of the Halliley’s with Bedford came to an end just 
as a few years later did the link with the Le Mesurier side of the family when Rachel 
Bray (née Le Mesurier) died in February 1927. 

In 1929 Charles and Amy’s daughter Joan Michelle, who had also attended 
Bedford High School as a boarder from 1924 to 1926, married Archibald Willington 
a Northern Irish-born officer serving with the Suffolk Regiment but she was later to 
return to Bedford for a short time in the early 
1960s to become Boarding House Mistress at one 
of the boarding houses of her old school. 

 
John Le Mesurier – actor 
(Right: Charles Elton Halliley with baby John and 
daughter Joan Michelle at Bury St Edmunds, 1913.) 
Charles and Amy’s son, John, was sent first to 
Grenham House School, some 130 miles away 
from Bury, at Birchington-on-Sea in Kent and 
then in May 1926 to the famous public school of 
Sherborne in Dorset. After four very miserable 
years at the School which he hated, John left and 
returned to Bury where the options appeared to 
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be a career in the navy or the legal profession. He worked for a short time in a 
solicitor’s office in the town but the lure of the stage, (which other than cricket had 
been the only interest that he had developed at Sherborne), was so great that in 
1933, despite the concerns of his parents, he enrolled at the Fay Compton Studio of 
Dramatic Art in London where he studied for a full year.  

In September 1934 he accepted a position with the Millicent Ward Repertory 
players, then based at The Palladium Theatre in Edinburgh, and his very first 
professional stage appearance, still using the name of John Halliley, was at that 
theatre on the 3 September 1934 playing the role of Gordon Whitehouse in J B 
Priestley’s play ‘Dangerous Corner’. The following day The Scotsman’s theatre critic 
wrote:  
 
An interesting point about this week’s production is its introduction to patrons of the 

Palladium Theatre of four newcomers to the company – Ruth Robinson, June Lawson, 

Patrick Desmond and John Halliley – who have amongst them considerable experience of 

repertory work, and whose acting in ‘Dangerous Corner’ promises additional strength to 

these productions . . . Mr Desmond made a splendid appearance as the opponent of the 

truth at all costs policy, and Mr Halliley is also well cast. 
 
The Edinburgh Evening News review for Tuesday, 4 September, says ‘Mr. 

Halliley, as the highly strung friend of the dead man, appeared in a part to which he 
adapted himself with convincing success.’ 

Over the next three months the name John 
Halliley appeared in the Edinburgh newspaper 
theatre reviews on a regular basis. He was still in 
Edinburgh in January 1935 but left soon after to 
try to improve his prospects with repertory 
companies in Croydon, Oldham and Sheffield. 
He returned to Edinburgh for a very short time 
in the summer of 1935 still using the name 
Halliley, but his career now called for him to 
make regular moves around the country. 

Contrary to many reports which suggest that 
John actually changed his stage name to Le 
Mesurier immediately he embarked upon his 
professional career, these newspaper articles 
appear to disprove this and it seems that the 
new name did not actually come into use until 
the Autumn of 1936, in Croydon, when stage work was becoming more difficult to 
secure and a different, more sophisticated sounding name, was thought to help. 
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Strangely, John himself does not refer to this change of name even in his 
autobiography.  

A lengthy stage and film career followed, sadly often interspersed by periods of 
personal sadness and tragedy but culminating, of course, in John’s perhaps most 
well remembered and greatly loved part as the gentle Sergeant Arthur Wilson in 
the very long running BBC television series ‘Dad’s Army’, still being regularly 
repeated. 

A self-confessed ‘jobbing actor’, Le Mesurier appeared in more than 120 films 
across a range of genres, normally in smaller supporting parts but was well known 
and loved by the public. He died on 15 November 1983 at Ramsgate and his ashes 
are interred at St George's Churchyard, Ramsgate. He married three times: June 
Melville (1940–1949), Hattie Jacques (1949–1965), Joan Malin (1966–1983). 

Thanks to the generosity of the current owners of the house at 26 Chaucer 
Road, in which he was born, a blue heritage plaque was unveiled there on 3 
September 2015, the anniversary of the date of his first professional stage 
appearance. 

It is also fitting that the enormous contribution made to the town of Bedford by 
both of these families is now properly recorded and acknowledged. 
 

Appendix  
The mystery concerning the death of Dr William Halliley Junior 

 
The mystery concerning the death of Dr William Halliley Junior in a hunting 
accident in 1815 has always puzzled the family. Nothing more was detailed in any of 
the many documents that they held and, despite multiple searches while preparing 
this article in 2014 and 2015 no new information was ever discovered. 

It just did not seem possible that an accident such as this to someone as 
prominent as the town doctor, surgeon and male midwife, would not have been 
documented somewhere and especially as he also left a widow and three very 
young children. 

Then, by total coincidence in December 2019, while looking for something 
completely different, the author came across a reference to a William Agar Halliley 
being admitted to hospital in Bedford in May 1816, and discharged in January 1817. 

He turned up again in March 1817 when he was admitted to St Luke’s Hospital in 
London (the major mental hospital in the capital at that time) where sadly he 
finally died on 16 October 1817. He is buried in a poor law grave in the churchyard 
of St Giles, Cripplegate, and not in St Neots as might be expected. 

So what did happen? It appears that the poor doctor had suffered some malady 
brought on very suddenly and the immediate suggestion therefore was ‘could this 
have been some form of severe brain damage possibly caused by a head injury 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enGB771GB771&q=Ramsgate&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDQtTEpSgjDLqpILtOSzk630C1LzC3JS9VNSk1MTi1NT4gtSi4rz86xSMlNTFrFyBCXmFqcnlqTuYGUEAGB6zX9HAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjzuNWRm-roAhViShUIHQ53Ag4QmxMoATAiegQIExAD
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enGB771GB771&q=St+George%27s+Church,+Ramsgate&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDQtTEpS4tFP1zcsNE3KM0zKLddSzE620i9IzS_ISdVPSU1OTSxOTYkvSC0qzs-zSiotykxNWcQqE1yi4J6aX5Seql6s4JxRWpScoaMQlJhbnJ5YkrqDlREA9DPryGAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjzuNWRm-roAhViShUIHQ53Ag4QmxMoATAjegQIFBAD


 

21 
 

incurred as a result of a hunting accident’. Maybe we will never know for certain 
but, as his wife agreed to the hospitalisation, it is clear that something had gone 
tragically amiss in the household. Could it be that the situation had become so 
catastrophic that she was no longer able to cope and even that she may have 
considered that the children could be at risk? 

Had the story of his death in the accident in 1815, a few months before his first 
admission, been ‘invented’ purely to protect his family and in particular the 
children? 

Dr William Halliley’s unmarried sisters Ann, Mary and Elizabeth Harriett 
remained in Eynesbury all their lives and are buried in the churchyard there. 

His widow Catherine did eventually leave St Neots to live with her married 
daughter Martha in Manchester, taking unmarried Ann Theresa with her. William 
went overseas when he was old enough (as stated above). Ann eventually returned 
to Eynesbury to care for her last surviving Aunt, Elizabeth Harriett, until she died 
in late 1861, after which Ann returned to Altrincham. 

With the very considerable help of Sue Jarrett of Eatons Community Association 
we have now also been able to identify and locate all of the properties in Eaton 
Socon, St Neots and Eynesbury owned and lived in by the Halliley family. 

It just goes to show that you can never be completely sure that any family 
history is ever truly finished. 
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Society Bookshelf 
Books published by our history societies:  contact the Editor if you wish 

 your Society’s books to be included 
 
Bedford History Timeline, by Alan Crawley and Bob Ricketts Published by Bedford 

Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society. 2019, Paperback, 94pp, 119 
illustrations. Price £8, from the Eagle Bookshop, 16–20 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 
2NN or £10 incl postage from Bob Ricketts, 68 Mendip Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.  

Beats, Boots and Thieves – A History of Policing in North Bedfordshire, By Des Hoar and 
Richard Handscomb. Sharnbrook Local History Group. 2013. Paperback, 146 pp, £10 from 
24 Loring Road, Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1JZ. 

Colmworth and Neighbouring Villages: Then and Now, by Colmworth and Neighbours History 
Society. 2018. Paperback, 46pp, 100+ illustrations, £5 + £2 postage from Dave Jarrett, 3 
Collingwood Road, Eaton Socon, PE19 8JQ 

Henry John Sylvester Stannard with notes on his daughter Theresa Sylvester Stannard, by 
Richard Morgan. Published by Bedfordshire Local History Association, 2018. 48pp incl 
index. Available via the BLHA website http://www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk, £5 + p&p. 

Langford Then and Now 2006. Published by Langford & District History Society, 2006. 
Paperback, 40 pp, 80+ photos, £4 from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 312556 or 
rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Langford through the Lens Volume 1. Published by Langford & District History Society, 
reprinted with amendments 2014. Paperback, 74 pp, 70 photos, £5, from Rowena Wolfe by 
phone or email: 01767 312556 or rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Langford through the Lens, Volume 2. Published by Langford & District History Society. 1992. 
Paperback, 80 pp, 80+ photos, £3, from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 312556 or 
rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Willington in the First World War by Robert Bollington. Published by Gostwick Press. 2018.. 
2018 96pp, £6 from Willington Local History Group (cheque to be payable to them) c/o 
Rob Bollington, 2 Beauchamp Place, Willington MK44 3QA. 

 
Book Review 

 
Wartime Strangers by Annette Jorian. Loughton: The Alderton Press, 2020, 

paperback, 196pp, £8. Available from the author, annettejorian9@gmail.com 
A novel is an unusual review for this publication but Wartime Strangers by Annette 
Jorian, published in a limited edition, covers evacuation to North Norfolk in 1944 
when the bombing of London drove the Hawkins, Baker and Jackson families to 
Hunstanton where they stayed under the unyielding eye of Miss Bateman and her 
genteel spinster house guests at Glebe House.  

The arrival of these working-class young women and their families caused 
problems in the household because of the clash of cultures. 

The young mothers bonded and tried to make the best of their situation. Rita 
Jackson found solace with an American pilot and young Tommy Hawkins learnt 
more about life than his parents would wish. Dot Baker strayed into a dangerous 

http://www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk/
mailto:rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com
mailto:rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com
mailto:rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com
mailto:annettejorian9@gmail.com
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liaison while Rose Hawkins tried to keep her family 
together with the help of her mother Nellie. 

Many tragedies and problems hit the families 
whose men are fighting or involved in the war effort, 
and then the story moves on to the 1960s as they all 
try to resolve the problems which arose from their 
wartime evacuation. 

Annette Jorian has written this novel from a great 
understanding of evacuation based on her own 
family’s experiences and has been able to evoke the 
atmosphere of a time fast receding into history. This 
aspect of evacuation has rarely been examined and 
the book covers it minutely and in a totally gripping 
way.     Ted Martin 

— 
 

Publication Received 
 

Bedford Local History Magazine, No 104, April. Published by Bedford 
Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society. 68pp + cover. Price £4, 
obtainable from the Eagle Bookshop, 16–20 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 2NN or 
£6 by post from the Editor, Bob Ricketts, 68 Mendip Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.  
Articles: Captain Swing in Bedfordshire: Rural Unrest & Protest, 1830–1849, by Bob 

Ricketts. 
‘Fake news’ 1830s Style: The Bedford Chronicle and Independent Truth Teller, by 

Bob Ricketts. 
Eminent Bedfordians: Barbara Joan Wells (1912–2007), by Dominic Joyeux. 
Reviews: Horses and Airships – A Transport History through Students’ Photographs 

from 1903 to 1959, by Stephanie Daniels and Andrew Payne. 
The Bedford Diary of Leah Aynsley 1943–46, edited by Patricia and Robert 

Malcolmson. 


