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Bedfordshire Local History Association are very pleased

to announce that the 1996 Lecture will be grven by Dr.
Nigel Agar on the su ject of Behind the Plough in 19th.
Century Bedfordshire. Dr. Agar, a lecturer in History,
retired from theNorlh Hertfordshire College but continues
to grve Adult Education classes in Nineteenth Century
Social History. He is author of The Bedfordshire Farm
Worker in the Nineteenth Century (BIIR.S Vol. 60) and

hopes that his next booh Behind the Plough in
Hertfor ds h ir e, will be published shortly.

The 1996 Lechre will take place on Saturday, 24th. February 1996 at 2.00pm. in the Village Hall, High
Streeq Houghton Conquesl The hall is easy to find and is near the village Post Office not far from the

Church- Refreshments will be available afterwards as usual.

AfiilAil EEilERAI ilEEflIIO 1996
The ANIIIUAL GEITERAL MEETING of the Association urill be
held on Seturday IUay 1lth. 1996 at 2.15pm. at the John Dony
Cente, Hancock Drive, Luton. A map to assist members to find the
venue will be issued with the official notification of the meeting in
April.

Afterthe completion ofthe AGM at approximately 3.00 pm. Marion
Nichols @rincipal K*p"r, Luton Museum Service) will give a short
presentation on the Social History of the Hat Industry.

This will be followed by a talk on the Buildings of the Hat Industry
in Luton by Dr. David Bevan (Historic Buildings Team Leader,
Bedfordshire County Planning Deparfinent).

A lttERRy CHHSTilAS & HApPy
NEW VEAR T0 ALL oUK READERS
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RUNNING THE 1995 LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE
Tony Walker

Martin Ianvrence started the idea of a conference of local the application of his headingp to Toddington. The headings

history societies at llarlington. kritially it was for were Topography, Economy, Instifi.rtions, PopulationAilealth

Md-Bedfordshire societies but since we at Toddington were and Inrdship.

close neighbours we were invited too. Over the next six

yor. *" attended all the conferences as it gradually I was insEucted to polish offthe last item in a paragraph. The

expanded northwards. By i995 we felt it really was anrtrm first item which included early settlement and

to host the Conference, especially as we nou/ had a Village communications was entrusted to Dr. Joshua Pollar4 an

Ilall in Toddington (which had taken over 40 years to come Archaeologist, and ons.time jrmior member of our society.

to ftrition!). Population/Weatth wtrich sounds boring was made

entertaining and an eye-opener by fuan Jones, a man

Since we are officiaily in Sg.;th Bedfordshior*,e fdt it'*ras experienced ia keeping sixth-formers awake. The speaker for

time to make the Md-Beds. Conference a County theEconomyandlnstitrtionswrotetosayhewasunabletodo
Conference. I suppose we should have asked someone but his bit, just a week before the Confere,nce! To fill this gap

we didn,g we just announced that we were inviting all likely Chris Pickford and Martin Lawrence did an heroic double-act

interest€d goups throughort the County for which we were very grafeful'

By June 1994 the Conference date was fixed and the hall In the end it all went offvery well. \vhile a splendid lunch

booked for June l7th. lgg5, - good advance planning. was being laid ou! all the delegates we,nt of in groups to

Unforurndely the 17th. was atso chosen Uv other explorethevillageforreal. Ratherthanhaveagrrideforeach

organizations throughort the County for Fairs, Fetes, Coach group we had fixed guides for each area and the groups moved

fri'ps, Comm"rootion. and other io""lj"rnbor"*. - but we from one guide to another. Thus each area could be covered in

didnot know this until the Spring. There is a good case for more depth with less for each guide to research.

choosing a later date for the Conference when the Summer

activities are over and it is not to cold for sightseeing - say ft was hard woriL all our members made an effort to help in

earty October f*i"ffiI; 
We hope our visitors found the whole dav

At the '94 Conference Dr. Mark Bailey had proposed five
headings under which any community could be examined. Editors note:- A very entertaining day and most excellent

natherttranletthisapproachtolocalhistorydwindleawayin lunch with the added innovation of really local wine from

our memories, we tlought we would base our Confere,nce on Toddington's wine makers.

After reg:istration, refreshments and introduaions, Joel Carr

will give an illustrated talk on the Kingfistrer Way. This will
be followed by a grided town walk until lunch. In the

Afternoon the delegates will be entertained by trNo further

speakers, Drew Shotliff on the Strafion excavations and Eve

Mclaughlin on Surnames.

Invitations are expected to be despatched in March.

Referring to your article "Common Ground - Parish Map" in

April, we did have a map in Toddington but it was done as a

video! I have a rough written account of our uials and

tibulations ifyour readers would be interested. In the end the

sales of the video made a profit of over f,700 for our new

village hall.
It will be a good record of Toddington in 1 993 for futre local

historians. We recomme,nd that other committees do the same'

Tony \Yalker

Tlc use of a vidco canrera dds ut extra utd very wortluhile
dimension lo recording contemporwy history otd how about

adding upddes ol kast every decade? H"

)

1996 BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL IIISTORY CONFERENCE
The Eas-Beds. group of Local lfistory Societies [.e.
BiggiesxaCe, I-scgford er:d Roxton) ha'ze volunteered to run

the 1996 Locd lfstory Conference and your editor has

already received a programme from organizer Rex Skinner, so

make a note in your diary now.

The date :-22nd. of June 1996, the time :- 09.45 to 16.30, the

venue :- Trinity Mettrodist Church, Shortnead Street,

Biggleswade.
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Stepfien Coleman

Following Bedfordshire Ubrary Senrice's decision to dispose

ofcertain periodicals ttre following have now been transferred

to the St Mary's Archaeolory Centre in Bedford :-

Agriculturd History Revierr 19615, 1973t9.
Ancient Monument Society 197G8t.
Antiquarics Journd 1970-t9.
Antiquity 1970-90.
Archaeologia f 847-55, 1917-1t, 192G'3t, 19't3, 1949-55.

Archaeological Journal 1919-37, 1942-68, 1970-tt.
British Archaeological Abstracts 196&90.
British Archeeologicrl News l96G7t.
Economic Eistory Review 19431990.
English Placename Society Journal 196&89.
Garden Eistory l97G9d.,
Industrid Archaeologr 1981-M.
Industrial Archaeolory Review 197 C87,
Joumd of the British Archaeological Association 194L49,
1951-t4.
Medieval Archaeolory 1957-m.
Midtand Eistory l97bm,
Vernaculer Architccture 197 O, 1972-3, 197 *9O.

If anyore wishes to consult arry of these volumes they arc

available srbject to making an appointment Please ring Stephen
Cotenan on 01234 tlWz to afiange this wtren required..

Luton Museum and Art Gallery
On Monday 28th. October 1995, the existing archaeolory and

nanrral history galleries of Ilton Museum & Art Gallery
closed to the public whilst new displays ofthe archaeolory
and environment of the Irrton disrid are being created. The
fresh displays will featre a geology and fossils exhibit,
dioramas of woodland waland and downland environments
and a replica of a prehistoric house. The prehistoric and Sa:<on

skeletons, firm favourites with the children, will be retained.
The new displays are due to open in March 1996.

New Home For Journal Archive Enjoyable Visit to Odell
fire visit to Odell in October proved to be a very popular and

most enjoyable event. The members and ttreir guests gathered

at the Manor and were warmly welcomed by the Hon. and Mrs.
Lawson Johnston. tilhen all were assembled and the welcome
completed, the gattrering split into four groups, each with its
gurde, and proceeded on a pleasant stroll in the aftemoon
zunshine through the village.

Stephen Coleman had provided each guide with an

aide-memoire of historical data to supplement their own
knowledge of the village which ensured all important featres
were pointed out. The oumers of the old water mill, now a
private hotrse, kindly invited all the groups into their delightfi.rl
garde,n, so that the wCIenrtreel, millrace and eel trap could be
properly examined. On completion of the tour all groups met
together in the church where Stephen recapitrlated and

enlarged upon what had been seen.

The Chairman, Martin Lawrence, infoduced Miss Patricia
Bell who then addressed the gathering on Distingislred
Fonilies of Odell concentrating on the Alston family who
owned the Manor from mediaeval times until lord Luke's
fattrer purchased it in the 1930's. The present Odell Castle is
on the site of the previous Manor house and tlte present day
Manor was in fact the old vicarage, also for many years in the
hands of the Alstons, as tley owned ttre living and the younger
sons provided the vicars. Mss Bell's talk was both
informative and highly entertaining and was further enlivened
when one oftwo visitors, who had entered the church towards
the end of the tal( announced that he wru an Alston from
Suffolk who, by a strange coincidence, had decided to visit
Odell for the first time that very afternoon to examine the
church monuments for family connections.

Finally the whole gattrering (dl 82 of them) rearned to the
Manor for tea, where tley were given the freedom of the very
attractive house and garden by their most hospitable hosts.

$i"nt ol do*hcowr'irrng (Evatts
Saturday, 13th. January 1996. TheEarlington Heritege
Trust have a Be$ordshire Evertng - a social gathering
with entertainment and food on a Bedfordshire theme.

Furths details from Meryl Parker on 01525 873875.

Sahrrday, 24th. Februar!, 1996 2.fi)pm. Bedfordshire
Local History Association Iature will be Behind the
Plough in 19th. Century Bedfordshire by Dr. Nigel Agar
and will take place at Houghton Conquest Village l{all (see

page I for details).

Monday, March 4th. 1996 7.45pm. Ampthill & District

Arohaeological & Local Hstory Society invites yur to a
Celebrity Lectrre by Simon Eoufe entitled A Cavalier
Femily, Poets & Painters in 17th. Century Bedfordshire
at Flitwick Library, near Tesco (meeting fee €1.00).

Seturday, May llth. 1996 Bedfordshire Locd Histoqy
Association Annual General Meeting 2.00pm. (see page

I for deails).

Satrrdayr June 22nd. 1996 9.45em. Bedfordshire Local
History Conference at the Trinity Methodist Church,

Shortrnead Street, Biggleswade (see page 2 for details).
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Chicksands Priory New Publications
Peter Wood

The Minisry of Ddence has officially announced that its new
Defence Intelligence and Seo.rity Centre will be formed at
RAF Ciricksands 'ro bring toge,ier a number of individual
defence intelligence and related units. The htelligence Centre
at Ashford will be one of the first eleme,nts moving to the new
location and will be functional by late i996. The remaining
units will move shortly thereafter and all are scheduled to be in
place by mid 1997. All possible msrures will be taken to
avoid civilian redundancies as a result ofthis decision. The
MOD stat€s that the creation of this central facility and the
decision to base it at Chicksands, will make for the efficient
and cost effective operation of this imporant element of their
work.
Thus the uncertainty over Chicksands Priory's immediate
futre is all but over, it is to be used as the Ofticers Mess and
will be completely refurbished during the next eighteen
months. This work will be supervised by T.B.V. Schal., who
are experienced in this type of restoration in conjunotion with
English Heritage. The imporance of the research and other
work carried out by the Friends of Chicksands Priory over the
years is recogrrized an{ although it is unlikely that the
building will be open to the public on a regular basis, it is
hoped that organized tours by historical, architec&ral and
similar groups will be allowed as and when military
circumstances permit.
Meetings are to be held betrveen the DISC Implementation
Leader, Group Captain Peter Bingham, and the Frierds to
decide the way forward for tle relationship and all members of
the Friends vttsh to continue their involvement with the Priory.

Bedfordshire's Yesteryears Yol. 3, Craftsmen and Tlades
People by Brenda Fraser-Newstead, S7.99. A5 PB. (ISBN I
87fi99 03 4).
Social history seen through the eyes of those who orperienced
and shaped it. This volume concentrates on crafts and trade
conscientiotrsly canied outbut often now completely vanished.
Gleanings Revisited, NostelgicThoughb of a Bedfordshire
Farmer's Boy by E. W. O'Dell, t7.99. N PB. (ISBN I
o?lt4d t, o\oltlJ> l, or.

The original small village of Barton has grown to town-like
proportions in recent years and few ofits qrrent residents can
recall the way of life there in days gone by. However one of
the few has collected his ttrotrghts and embellished them with
his own sketches and early photqgraphs to give an insight into
rural Bedfordshire as it once was.
Ampthill in Old Picture Postcards Vol. 3 by Andrcw
Undervood, 19.95. A5 IIB.
76 scenes of Ampthill's past with accurately researched
historic information to continue this usefi.rl series.
20th Century Defences in Britain, Practical llandbook in
Archaeology 12, t6.00+50p p&p from CBd 111 Walmgate,
Yorlq YOI 2UA.
During ttre first and second World Wars fle landscape was
transformed by a wide variety of military constnrctions from
bombing decoys to pillboxes. The remains of these are all
round us but they are under threat by agriculArg
redwelopment and many other hazards. Recogrrizing their
importance, the Dept. of National Heritage is sponsoring a 5
year project to produce a definitive 'Domesday' survey. This
illustated practical handbook provides an introductory gride
to the recognition and interpretation of these constructions.
John Bunyan his Life and Times by Yrvienne Evans,17.99.
As PB. (rSBN | 871199 87 s)
Vivienne Evans' book has been repubiished wiih a new iook
and a prdace by Terry Waite.
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