Castle Close excavations - conference visit 2016

Six good reasons to join
the BLHA

Whether you are a private individual
with a passion for history or a local
history society, in return for a modest
annual fee (currently £10 for societies
and £5 for individuals) you will get

all the benefits of joining a forward-
looking body that serves a common
interest:

® Opportunity for you, or members of
your society, to attend the annual
conference:

» a great way to meet other
historians, enthusiasts, and
societies and learn more about
Bedfordshire’s history.

® Exclusive access to ‘History in

Bedfordshire’:

» this on-line history magazine is
available to you free of charge
every 3 months providing topical
news and articles, and for societies
to forward to their members.
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Fire at the First World War Military Hospital at
Wrest Park

In August 1914, at the outbreak of war, Auberon (‘Bron’) Herbert, 9th Lord
Lucas, offered the family seat of Wrest Park to his friend Winston Churchill
(First Lord of the Admiralty) for use as a military hospital for naval ratings, with
all upkeep expenses to be borne by the family.

Over the next two years, Wrest would in turn become a convalescent home
for wounded soldiers — tF ~ery first English country house to be so — and a fully

operational ‘hub hospit “iunction with Woburn Abbey, taking patients

directly from the front s, ~f this period the extraordinarily talented
Nan Herbert, Bron’s th ey, ' vole, managing the operation from
- 0 . ;
recruiting the nurse he " eng, g Y * managing the throughput of
s, 106y, 9 i
patients, as well as ©n © = e ~ting patients.
Officially Wre' e 6”'6 g, e : 26, iy, reached 200 before
patients were m Moy, an Ste  8in, Wteg e, - Hinwick, run
by the Orleba 2., Pbe,. oy, /,OS:ZQ i .t:?gojbe s three

hospital ward
bedrooms.
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® Exclusive BLHA member visit
programme to places of historic
interest:

» sometimes these are to places
rarely open to the public, providing
a unique benefit for you, or a
society’s members.

Recent visits include: Rippington Manor, Gamlingay,
Ailsebury Mausoleum, Maulden

oM Browﬁ




® Access to dozens of events and
activities across Bedfordshire’s
network of historical societies:

» something for everyone, a great
opportunity to enjoy as much or as
little as you wish.

Publications by BLHA member societies

LANGFORD

THROUGH THE LENS

Beats, Boots and
Thieves

Ahistory of Policing in North
Bedfordshire

Des Hoar and Richard.
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And for local history societies -

® Use of the BLHA website - a window
for your society to promote to the
public:

» by using the BLHA website you
can communicate many of your
society’s events and activities both
to your own members and to the
wider community of interested
historians across the county.

® QOpportunity for your society to mix
with and learn from established,
larger organisations:

» this can be particularly useful for
more newly established societies
keen to enjoy success, and
minimise pitfalls, at the earliest
opportunity.

Come and see for yourself:
www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk

Contact the Secretary via the website

BLHA Aims

The association promotes the study

of local history within and around
Bedfordshire and provides a forum for
discussion and cooperation between
interested groups, individuals and its
members. We also seek to improve
communications between local history
societies and the broader historical
network both regionally and nationally.

The Bedfordshire Local
History Association

BLHA has been the successful
umbrella organisation for local history
in the county for over thirty years.
Members include: almost all of
Bedfordshire’s local history societies,
institutions such as the Bedfordshire
Archives, and an increasing number
of individuals.
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