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Bedfordshire Local History Association 
 

BLHA Autumn Event  
 

A visit to 
 

Tempsford Museum and Archives 
 

Friday, 16 September 2022, 19.00 to 21.00 
 

Following on from the 2022 Conference hosted by the BHRS, we are 
pleased to announce a private evening opening of the Tempsford 
Museum and Archives. 

In the main hall, Steve Conroy who is the Chairman of Tempsford 
Museum will give an introductory talk on how the museum was 
established, a history of the village, an overview of the collection and 
also RAF Tempsford.  

We will be able to view the museum and other items on movable 
displays. Tea and coffee will be available from when we arrive and 
home-baked cakes are included in the visit.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©Tempsford Museum 

The Tempsford Museum and Archives website: 
https://www.tempsfordmuseum.co.uk/ 

— 
Date and time – Friday, 16 September 2022, 19.00 prompt start. 
Location – Tempsford Stuart Memorial Village Hall, Church Street, 
Tempsford. SG19 2AW 
Cost and booking – £8.00 per person, private opening, talk, open access to 
museum, refreshments.  
To secure a place, online payment or cheques must be received by 
Friday, 2 September. 

https://www.tempsfordmuseum.co.uk/
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Online banking payment: Lloyds Sort Code: 30-90-66, Account: 
01788437  
Account Name: Bedfordshire Local History Association Reference: 
Your Surname and Initial 
Pay by cheque, payable to: Bedfordshire Local History Association 

—  
PLEASE EMAIL THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION 
FORM TO:  peacock114@btinternet.com 
Or post with cheque to:  
BLHA, Mrs Sandra Peacock, River View, Old Watling Street, 
Flamstead, Herts AL3 8HN 
 
Number of places…………. 

Name(s)………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………… 

History Society or Organisation 

…………………………………………………………………… 

Your Address 

…………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode………………… 

Tel No………………………………………………………….. 

Email…………………………………………………………… 

This form may also be downloaded from the BLHA 
website: www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk 

  

mailto:peacock114@btinternet.com
www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk
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Mosquito MK NF XVII HK304 
Woodside Field, Flitwick, 24 February 1945 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mosquito over Flitwick: Artist Robin Woolnough 

 
At 10:50 on 24 February 1945, de Havilland Mosquito NF Mk XVII HK304 
of No 51 Operational Training Unit, took off from RAF Cranfield in 
Bedfordshire for a Ground Control Intercept training exercise. At the 
controls were pilot Sergeant Jacques Bonnewit, aged 25, and navigator 
Sergeant John Muncaster, aged 20. 

At 12:28, Sergeant Bonnewit completed the exercise, and was 
instructed to reduce HK304’s altitude from 10,000ft to 4,000ft: normally, 
at this point, the next transmission would be to request permission to 
land. It was sunny with a very slight haze, no cloud, and a moderate west-
south-westerly wind. 

Witnesses on the ground noticed the aircraft approaching from the 
southwest. There were often aircraft in the skies, and this would be 
routine for an aircraft performing a wide, left-hand circuit into RAF 
Cranfield. This time, however, as the Mosquito approached Steppingley, 
at 12:32, witnesses reported it to spin down, dive, then recover at an 
altitude of around 1,000ft. At that point, the wings and  
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part of the tail were seen to break away; the fuselage and centre section of 
the wings plummeted to earth and crashed into Woodside Field, between 
the villages of Flitwick and Steppingley. Both Sergeant Bonnewit and 
Sergeant Muncaster were killed. 

Police Constable G C Upchurch was in his garden, when he became 
aware of an aircraft flying nearby. All sounded normal until there was a 
sudden bang: he looked up to see the aircraft spiral down until it hit the 
ground. ‘He noticed that the outer part of the wings and tail surfaces 
appeared to be missing but that the engines were in place and that a large 
number of detached pieces seemed to be hanging in the air above the 
main part.’ He estimated it broke up at a height of 1,000ft. 

Mrs Finedon also witnessed the accident from her garden, on the east 
side of the road from Flitwick to Ampthill. Again, all seemed normal, 
until she heard a ‘spluttering cracking noise’, followed by an explosion 
and pieces coming off the aircraft. To quote directly from the crash 
investigation report, her ‘ . . . impression was that the wings went up 
above the rest of the machine with other pieces. The body remained 
complete. It all happened very quickly and the aircraft started to drop 
down into a spin at once.’ 

Wreckage was strewn over the area. The fuselage burst into flames on 
impact. Most of the aircraft landed in an area about half mile by a quarter 
of a mile immediately to the west of where the fuselage landed. A trail of 
smaller pieces extended roughly three-quarters of a mile further to the 
east-northeast. 

Flitwick has expanded dramatically since the 1940s. Although there 
isn’t a map from the time of the crash, descriptions of the debris field and 
extent of scatter, together with testimony from other eyewitnesses, hint 
that the area circled is likely where the fuselage and much of the 
wreckage landed.  

The investigation concluded that the accident was likely to be due to 
the failure of the rib structure of the starboard radiator upper nose 
fairing. This occurred at about the time Sergeant Bonnewit resumed 
normal level flight after descending to 4,000ft. This resulted in the 
tearing away of the wing upper skin, causing temporary loss of control 
and sending the Mosquito into a roll and spin. 

It was considered the evidence pointed to the probability that 
Sergeant Bonnewit had regained control, but the manoeuvres 
overstressed the airframe such that the wing structure catastrophically 
failed. Detailed examination showed both wings suffered almost 
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symmetrical failures: the front spars ruptured outboard of the engine 
nacelles, and the rear spars at the outer end of the outboard tank bay. 

It appeared neither of the crew tried to escape the aircraft during its 
descent. 
 
The aircraft, De Havilland Mosquito NF Mk XVII HK304 was originally 
built as a fighter at Leavesden in June 1943, but was converted into a 
night fighter in September 1943 by Marshalls in Cambridge. It entered 
service with 25 Squadron, based at RAF Coltishall. During this time, it 
shot down a V1 Flying Bomb. On another 25 squadron mission, HK304 
and its crew at the time, Pilot Officer Barney Travers and Navigator 
Officer Alex Patterson, shot down a Messerschmitt Bf109G-6 flown by 
Feldwebel Martin Shulze of 1/JG301: Feldwebel Shulze managed to bail 
out before his aircraft crashed, This is the only known time a 25 Squadron 
Mosquito shot down a Bf109G. Shulze, earlier in July 1944, had claimed 
shooting down a four-engine plane near the town of Breteuil. In this area, 
(SE) on 4/5 July at 01H1757, Lancaster JB486 DX-F of 57 Squadron was lost 
at this time, and the seven young crew members are all buried Poix de 
Picardie churchyard in France. 1/JG301 was responsible for protecting V1 
launch sites against Allied night air attacks.  

In November 1944, HK304 transferred to 456 Squadron of the Royal 
Australian Air Force at Ford in West Sussex, before a brief stay with 68 
(Night Fighter) Squadron at Coltishall in January 1945. HK304 then 
moved to its final posting with 51 OTU (Operational Training Unit) based 
at RAF Cranfield. Investigators noted that, prior to its final flight, the 
airframe had accumulated 458 hours and 20 minutes of flying time: it was 
due its next 20-hour inspection at 459 hours. 

What was previously RAF Cranfield is linked to aviation to this day – 
Cranfield University, famous for its contributions to aerospace, occupies 
the site. The RAF station opened in June 1937, though 51 OTU moved in 
during August 1941. 51 OTU trained night fighter pilots and radar 
observers to fly Havocs, Blenheims, Beaufighters and Mosquitoes. This 
unit stayed at RAF Cranfield until May 1945, when it was disbanded after 
the end of the war in Europe.  
 
Of the crew, the pilot Jacques Bonnewit was born on 22 December 1919 in 
Amsterdam, Holland, to Hijman and Reina Meijer Bonnewit. Bonnewit 
escaped from Belgium on 8 August 1940, and joined the RAF.  
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Sergeant Bonnewit, photo courtesy, Aircrew Remembered 

He began his initial flight training in Torquay with 5 Initial Training 
Wing at the start of 1942, and completed the bulk of the rest of his flying 
training in Canada over the next couple of years. He passed through 31 
EFTS (Elementary Flying Training School), then 34 SFTS (Service Flying 
Training School), 32 SFTS and then 17 SFTS. He moved back to England 
to 12 (P) AFU (Pilot Advanced Flying Unit) at Grantham, and joined 51 
OTU, RAF Cranfield, on 12 December, 1944. This was his final posting.  

Few details are known about his flying career; the crash investigators 
concluded he had his logbook with him at the time of the crash. It is 
believed he had completed around 200 hours of flying, both dual and 
solo, and had flown about 25 hours in Mosquitos. He was rated’average’, 
and thought of as a good, steady pilot.  

After the war, Sergeant Bonnewit was repatriated in 1949. He lies 
buried in the Pelouse d’Honneur de la Force Aérienne at the Brussels 
Cemetery at Evere (row 4, grave 8).  

Less is known about the navigator, Sergeant John William George 
Muncaster.  

He was born in Maryport, Cumbria, England, to Duncan and Sarah 
Muncaster. He is interred in Maryport Cemetery, Sec O, Grave 180. It has 
proved harder to trace Sergeant Muncaster’s living relatives. Mark 
Rankine has been in touch with local councillors in Maryport, and it 
seems, if there are any, they have moved away from the Maryport area. If 
anyone has any information they would like to share, we would be very 
grateful. 
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Sergeant Muncaster, photo courtesy, Aircrew Remembered 

A cold and windy Saturday, 27 November 2021, saw the unveiling of a 
memorial in the gardens at the Rufus Centre, Flitwick. The stone 
commemorates the two Mosquito aircrew, killed when their aircraft 
crashed into a field between the villages of Flitwick and Steppingley as 
related above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The memorial, photo courtesy, Jesse Billington 
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This crash, and the story, is beginning to slip out of living memory. 
That this memorial now exists is thanks to the hard work and research of 
Flitwick resident Mark Rankine, with the help of local Ward Councillor, 
Councill0r Gareth Mackey, and the support of Flitwick Town Council and 
Mayor Andy Snape.  

In the run up to the VE Day Celebrations, during the first Covid 
lockdown in 2020, Mark Rankine came across this photograph of 
Madame Bonnewit by her son’s grave.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy, Aircrew Remembered 

Struck by her emotion, and knowing that nothing had been done in 
the area to remember the crash, he decided to take action. Along with 
local councillor Gareth Mackey, he launched a campaign to raise money 
to build a lasting memorial to the crew. This raised thousands of pounds: 
it was generously supported by the communities of Flitwick and 
surrounding areas, as well as Sgt Muncaster’s home town of Maryport.  

Mark also had the diorama (opposite) built with the support of the 
scale aviation community, showing HK304 at the airfield, as it would have 
been at the time of the crash. 

Thanks to the hard work of Mark and Councillor Mackey, the 
memorial stone was unveiled on 27 November 2021, in the gardens of The 
Rufus Centre, Flitwick, which is very close to the field where the crash 
occurred, and is the closest public space for such a memorial.  
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Photo courtesy, Lindsay Rumbold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy, Jesse Billington 

 
 
Photo courtesy, 
Jesse Billington 
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Amongst other local residents, and town councillors, the ceremony was 
attended by the 1985 (Flitwick) Squadron Air Training Corps, the Flitwick 
& District Royal British Legion, Alan Brackley, Chairman of the de 
Havilland Aircraft Museum, and Mrs Fiona Rogers, the daughter of Air 
Commodore Ted Sismore DSO, DFC & Two Bars, AFC, AE. The 
dedication and consecration was given by Rev Canon Nigel Washington, 
and HM Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis, gave a short but 
moving speech. I attended on behalf of The People’s Mosquito. The 
memorial was unveiled by HM Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, and Mrs 
Fiona Rogers. 

Mark commissioned artist Robin Woolnough created the image of 
HK304 flying over Flitwick, as it would have been in 1945 reproduced at 
the beginning of this article. A limited number of these prints are for sale 
to benefit charities including the RAF Benevolent Fund, the de Havilland 
Aircraft Museum, The Princes Trust, and The People’s Mosquito. 

Thanks to: Mark Rankine for his generosity in sharing his research 
which has been absolutely invaluable in writing this article. Mark, and I, 
would like to thank the following people and organisations for their help 
and support: The scale aviation modelling community; Dr Andy Dawson 
of mossie.org; Kelvin Youngs of Aircrew Remembered; Alan Brackley and 
the de Havilland Aircraft Museum; The People’s Mosquito. 
 
References: 
Aircrew Remembered: https://aircrewremembered.com/bonnewit-jacques.html  
HK304 Crash Investigation report AVIA 5/23/W2099, National Archives: 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C6577983 
Author: Lindsay Rumbold: lindsay.rumbold@gmail.com 
Research: Mark Rankine: mrankine888@gmail.com 

Lindsay Rumbold 
 

— 

Bedfordshire’s Astronomers 
 

That Bedfordshire had five Antarctic explorers who went with either 
Scott or Shackleton is in itself most unusual, but equally unusual are the 
famous astronomers, renowned throughout the world of science, but who 
also had connections with the county and Bedford. These were Admiral 
William Henry Smyth, Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Maclear, Charles Piazzi 
Smyth, Thomas Empy Elger and Hester Periam Hawkins.  
  

https://aircrewremembered.com/bonnewit-jacques.html
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C6577983
mailto:lindsay.rumbold@gmail.com
mailto:mrankine888@gmail.com
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Admiral William Henry Smyth 
William Henry Smyth was born in Westminster, London, on 21 January 
1788. He was the son of an American loyalist soldier who had retired to 
England and said he had lost all of his lands and possessions during the 
War of Independence. But Wikipedia has a different version: 
 
William Henry Smyth was ‘curiously reticent’ about his parentage.* His 

descendants, particularly his daughter, Henrietta, mother of the founder of the 

Scouting movement, Lord Baden-Powell, were, until the 1930s, given to hiding 

their ancestry and making claims later established to be entirely false. These 

claims included adopting the coat of arms of Captain John Smith, founding father 

of Virginia, and an invented relationship with Lord Nelson. Rather than the ‘well-

respected American landowner’* ‘whose loyalty to the British Crown in the War of 

Independence’
* 

had cost him ‘everything he had once owned’,* research in 

England and America undertaken on behalf of Smyth's son George by a relative, G 

A Maskelyne, an experienced researcher at the Public Record Office, established 

Joseph [William’s father] to be a ‘cheat, a liar, and a bigamist’, whose claim for 

compensation for his alleged losses during the War of Independence was rejected 

on the grounds that the deeds and papers he presented were forgeries. 

[*Wikipedia states that citations are needed for these statements.] 
 

In 1802 at the age of 14 William 
ran away from home to join a 
merchant ship. He served for three 
years on vessels of the East India 
Company but in 1805, when his ship 
was bought by the Royal Navy, he 
transferred with it and saw active 
service in Indian, Chinese and 
Australian waters, serving his 
country with ‘conspicuous gallantry’. 
He developed a great interest in 
cartography and hydrography, 
especially in the Mediterranean, and 
prepared a number of charts for the 
Admiralty. 

At Messina on 7 October 1815, while based in Italy, Smyth married 
Eliza Anne (sometimes known as Annarella) Warington, the only child of 
the British Consul in Naples. They were to have 11 children, five of whom 
achieved public prominence and two were also honoured with 
knighthoods. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scouting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baden-Powell,_1st_Baron_Baden-Powell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Nelson,_1st_Viscount_Nelson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Record_Office
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In 1817 William Henry visited the Italian astronomer Giuseppe Piazzi 
at his observatory in Palermo and there began his love of astronomy and 
it also gave him the name for his second son: Charles Piazzi. 

Smyth was ‘paid off’ from active service in 1824 and came with his 
family to live at 6 The Crescent, Bedford, while also keeping a house in 
London. At The Crescent he built and fitted out a fine private observatory 
and, while there, used this instrument to observe a variety of deep sky 
objects over the course of the 1830s, including double stars, star clusters 
and nebulae. He published his observations in 1844 in the Cycle of 
Celestial Objects, which earned him the Gold Medal of the Royal 
Astronomical Society in 1845 and also the Presidency of the Society. The 
second volume of his work is known as The Bedford Catalogue, and 
contained his observations of 1,604 double stars and nebulae. It served as 
a standard reference work for many years afterwards. 

He was also a numismatist of some standing, and a founding member 
of the Royal Numismatic Society in 1836 and one of the first members of 
its council. He maintained a lifelong interest in coins and was the author 
of a number of treatises on the subject and a member of a number of 
learned institutions. 

His sons Warington, Charles Piazzi, and Henry were all educated at 
Bedford Grammar School, the predecessor of the current Bedford School. 

It is not known exactly why Smyth chose Bedford as the place to settle 
but undoubtedly the quality of the education available at the Grammar 
School could have influenced his decision. He was, however, also friendly 
with Dr John Lee (born John Flott) of Hartwell near Aylesbury, another 
astronomer and founder-member of the Astronomical Society, who had 
land in Bedfordshire and was a frequent visitor to his own uncle at 
Colworth House, Sharnbrook. 

In 1839 the family moved to Cardiff where Smyth was to supervise the 
construction of the Bute Dock which he had also designed. His 
observatory was dismantled and the telescope was sold to Dr John Lee, 
who re-erected it in a new observatory of Smyth's design at Hartwell 
House near the village of Stone in Buckinghamshire. Smyth moved to St 
Johns Lodge, Stone, near Aylesbury, in 1842 and, still having access to the 
telescope, performed a large number of additional astronomical 
observations from 1839 to 1859. The telescope is now in the Science 
Museum, London.  

He died at St Johns Lodge, on 9 September 1865, and was buried in the 
churchyard there. He was the author or editor of over 20 publications in 
his lifetime. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_sky_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_sky_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_cluster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Medal_of_the_Royal_Astronomical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Medal_of_the_Royal_Astronomical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numismatist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Numismatic_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lee_(astronomer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartwell_House,_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartwell_House,_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone,_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_Museum,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_Museum,_London
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The more famous of his children were: 
Warington Wilkinson – an industrial geologist and professor of 

mineralogy who was later knighted. 
Charles Piazzi – an astronomer and Astronomer Royal for Scotland 

(see below). 
Henry Augustus – senior officer in the British Army, also knighted. 
Henrietta Grace – mother of Robert Baden Powell, the founder of 

the Scout Movement. 
Georgina Rosetta – the youngest daughter, married William Henry 

Flower, surgeon, museum curator and anatomist. 
Acknowledgement: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Smyth 

Trevor N Stewart and Ted Martin 
 
Sir Thomas Maclear 
Thomas Maclear was born in Newtownestewart, County Tyrone, now 

Northern Ireland, in 1794 the son of a 
clergyman. Refusing to follow the 
profession of his father he was sent to 
London to study to become a doctor 
and then a surgeon. He was 
appointed House Surgeon at Bedford 
Infirmary and settled in the town 
where he also followed his hobby of 
astronomy with a passion. 

During his time here he became 
friendly with retired Admiral William 
Henry Smyth, above, also an ardent 
amateur astronomer who lived and 
had an observatory in The Crescent. 

Thomas Maclear married the very 
beautiful Mary Pearse daughter of 

Bedford’s most illustrious Clerk to the Peace, Theed Pearse.  
When Maclear left Bedford Infirmary he joined his uncle, Thomas 

McGrath, in a medical practice in High Street, Biggleswade, and 
established his own observatory there, eventually becoming a member of 
the Royal Astronomical Society. M'Grath [sic] and Maclear are listed as 
surgeons in Pigot and Co's Directory of 1830  

Thomas Maclear set up his observatory in Shortmead Street behind a 
property owned by Thomas McGrath. It is clearly shown in the 1838 Tithe 
Award Plan and would appear to have been somewhere in what was the 
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Ellis and Everard and later Travis Perkins’ builders’ yard.
1
 The site is now 

new houses – a retirement development, ‘Parkland Place’. A plan of the 
observatory is contained in a letter in the archives of the Royal 
Astronomical Society. It was in two adjoining rooms: the Transit Room 
was 8ft square and the octagonal observatory with a rotating roof 
containing his telescope was 8ft in diameter. It cost him £50. 

His uncle, Thomas McGrath (whose sister Mary was Thomas 
McClear's mother), died in 1838 aged 73. His son Thomas McGrath, MD, 
married Caroline Barnett, daughter of Charles Barnett of Stratton Park, 
Biggleswade, and there are memorial tablets to them in St Andrew's 
Church.  

In 1833 the post of Her Majesty’s Astronomer for the Cape of Good 
Hope became available and Maclear was appointed, arriving in South 
Africa with his family in January 1834. He worked closely with John 
Herschel studying the southern skies for many years. Between 1841 and 
1848 he was fully occupied in performing a geodesic survey in order to 
recalculate the dimensions and shape of the earth, ultimately proving 
that it was indeed round.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table Mountain, South Africa where Maclear's beacon is the highest point 
(Getty Images) 

In South Africa in 1865, Sir Thomas created what is now called 
Maclear's Beacon and is the highest point of Table Mountain. It was built 
as a triangular station to assist in measuring the curvature of the Earth. 
The beacon is still used by cartographers today.  

Sir Thomas was knighted in 1860 for his achievement as an 
astronomer and his work on the Cape. He retired in 1870 and died on 14 
July 1879 in Mowbray, Cape Town. Mary, his wife, had died in 1861 and 
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they are buried together in the grounds of the Royal Observatory in 
South Africa. 

Maclear has a crater on the moon named after him and the towns of 
Maclear on the Eastern Cape and Cape Maclear, in Malawi, also bear his 
name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The crater on the moon named after Sir Thomas Maclear (Getty Images) 

In November 2019, a blue plaque was put up in Newtownstewart to 
celebrate the life of Sir Thomas. His great-great-grandson, Paul Maclear, 
unveiled the plaque and said he thought that Sir Thomas’s biggest 
achievement was: 

 
to study a miscalculation and what he did was [to] confirm the curvature of the 

Earth and the fact that the southern pole was not quite as flat as the earlier 

calculation . . . His legacy would be that re-calculation to prove the shape of the 

earth as we know today . . .! 
 

Mark Bailey, former director of the Armagh Observatory, at the same 
event, said Sir Thomas made a big impact on astronomy:  

 
He observed the stars for the principle of navigation; he studied the southern 

skies as they looked different in the southern hemisphere. The impact of his 

positional work on the stars was used in other fields, such as studying the shape 

of the earth.  
 

The family connection with Bedford was continued when Thomas’s 
brother was appointed Chaplain of Bedford Prison and another brother, 
who was an army officer, retired to the town and sent his sons to the 
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Bedford School where they later achieved fame as brilliant sportsmen, in 
particular rugby players, and also heroes of the First World War. 
Acknowledgements: Jake Williamson, BBC News NI, 9 November 2019; 
Comet newspaper, 10 October 2006. 
 
Note 

1. ‘67 Shortmead Street, Biggleaswade, was ‘The Plough’, an alehouse from 
1744 to 1796 when it became ‘The Blue Ball’. Wells & Co purchased the lease from 
John Hill Day of the Priory Brewery, St Neots, in 1840. In addition to a bar, 
parlour, kitchen cellar and three bedrooms there were stalls for 10 horses. A W 
Watkin referred to a huge wooden ball suspended on an iron arm over the 
pathway. The lease ran for 99 years from 1796 at 15 guineas per annum payable on 
Lady Day . . . The Blue Ball closed in 1896 when the lease expired. Arthur Stileman 
leased the building for a year to James Huckle and then to Ellis & Everard, 
builders’ merchants and proprietors of granite quarries, dealers in soot and 
artificial manures in 1897 . . . Ellis & Everard continued until 1990 when they 
became part of Travis Arnold Ltd and now Travis Perkins. Four Cottages (Nos 69–
75) were demolished when Travis Perkins extended their yard.’ Ken Page, Looking 
Back at the History of Shortmead Street, Biggleswade. 

              Trevor N Stewart 
 
Charles Piazzi Smyth  
Charles Piazzi Smyth was born in Naples, Italy, in January 1819 the son of 
Admiral, William Henry Smyth, mentioned above. 

At the age of 16, Charles went out to South Africa to work with Sir 
Thomas Maclear, Astronomer Royal, 
whom he had known in Bedford, 
and became closely involved in the 
observation and tracking of Halley’s 
Comet in 1835 and the Great Comet 
in 1843.  

In 1846 Charles returned to the 
United Kingdom to become 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland 
where he enhanced his professional 
reputation and was also responsible 
for the placing of the time ball on 
the top of Nelson’s Monument at the 
Calton Hill Observatory in 
Edinburgh together with the firing 
of the 1 0’clock gun every day at the 
Castle, both in order to assist seafarers in Leith Docks and the Firth of 
Forth to synchronise their chronometers.  



19 
 

In 1855 Smyth married Jessica ‘Jessie’ Duncan (1812–1896), daughter of 
Thomas Duncan. Jessie Duncan was a geologist who had studied with 
Alexander Rose in Edinburgh, and travelled on geological expeditions to 
Ireland, France, Switzerland and Italy. They went to measure the 
pyramids of Egypt and, despite some of his other conclusions relating to 
the pyramids contributing to his poor reputation in Egyptological circles 
today, Smyth’s pyramidological and metrological (measurement)  studies 
of the Great Pyramid of Giza, along with his wife, are still referred to and 
used as a formula by mathematicians undertaking similar work.  

In his book Opticks in 1704 Isaac Newton wrote that telescopes could 
not be made in such a way as to ‘take away the confusion of the rays 
arising from tremors of the atmosphere’. He thought the only remedy was 
to find quiet air as might be found on the tops of the highest mountains 
above the bigger clouds. Nobody took this up until, in 1856, Smyth asked 
the Admiralty for £500 to take a telescope to the slopes of Teide in 
Tenerife to test Newton’s theory. In South Africa he had spent many 
nights making observations from mountain summits but on moving to 
Edinburgh was appalled by the poor visibility.  

The Admiralty granted £500 and there was the offer of loaned 
equipment, including Robert Stephenson’s 140-ton yacht Titania and 
Hugh Pattinson’s refracting telescope of 7.5 inches (19 cm). On this and 
all his other trips he was accompanied by his wife. In 1856, on reaching 
Tenerife he set up camp on Mount Guajara (8,900ft, 2,700m), higher than 
all its neighbours and free from volcanic activity. They stayed a month 
making astronomical, meteorological and geological observations. He 
made observations of the steadiness and clarity of star images, and found 
them to be better than Edinburgh, and the first positive detection of heat 
coming from the Moon. He was annoyed by dust incursions which 
frequently blotted out the horizon, but even then transparency at the 
zenith was better than at Edinburgh.  

As the dust was evidently confined to individual layers, he moved to 
Alta Vista (10,700 ft, 3,300 m), on the eastern slope of Teide, the highest 
point that mules could reach. He used the larger Pattinson telescope and 
made many critical observations and fine drawings.  

The scientific results were reported to the Admiralty, the Royal 
Society and in the Astronomical Observations made at the Royal 
Observatory, Edinburgh. Vol XII. 1863, and were widely acclaimed. Piazzi 
Smyth was the pioneer of placing telescopes at high altitudes to enjoy the 
best conditions for observation.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessica_Duncan_Piazzi_Smyth
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramidology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudoscientific_metrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Pyramid_of_Giza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opticks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Newton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Admiralty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenerife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Stephenson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Lee_Pattinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refracting_telescope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Guajara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society
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Smyth wrote a popular account of the voyage: Teneriffe [sic], An 
Astronomers Experiment – the first book to be illustrated by stereoscopic 
photos (‘photo-stereographs’), with 20 stereo views of Tenerife taken by 
him. A stereoscope could be bought allowing the pictures to be seen in 
3D without taking them out of the book.  

On investigating the spectra of the aurora, and zodiacal light in 1871 
and 1872, he recommended the use of the rain-band for weather 
forecasting and discovered, in conjunction with Alexander Stewart 
Herschel, the harmonic relation between the rays emitted by carbon 
monoxide. In 1877–1878 he constructed at Lisbon a map of the solar 
spectrum for which he received the Makdougall Brisbane Prize in 1880. 
Smyth carried out further spectroscopic researches at Madeira in 1880 
and at Winchester in 1884.  

He wrote eight books, three of which are on astronomy. The Royal 
Observatory in Edinburgh appears to have been constantly underfunded 
and, after a series of protracted disputes, Charles Smyth resigned in 1888, 
citing the lack of funding as his reason and he retired to Ripon where he 
died in February 1900.  

Acknowledgement:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Piazzi_Smyth 

Trevor N Stewart 
 
Thomas Gwyn Empy Elger: Selenographer & Author 
Thomas Gwyn Empy Elger was one of the unsurpassed amateur lunar 
observers of the Victorian era. His family had lived for generations in 
Bedford, and held public office. They originate from Cambridgeshire and 
Suffolk but at least three generations held the office of Mayor of Bedford. 
His grandfather, Isaac Elger (died 1806), was the Mayor of the town in 
1802, and Lieutenant of the Bedford Volunteer Light Infantry in 1803. His 
father, Thomas Gwyn Elger (1794–1841) was an architect and builder. He 
purchased land in Bedford and quickly developed it, providing cheap 
housing: Canning Street built in 1827 and Russell and Chandos Streets 
built by 1830. He built the Literary and Scientific Institution in 1834. This 
is now The Harpur Suite, a leisure and entertainments facility. The 
Harpur Trust’s girls’ and infants’ school in Horne Lane was built in 1840 
and perhaps one of the last of his buildings, (demolished in 1974). He was 
Magistrate and three times Mayor, 1830, 1835 and 1838. He died at his 
home in St. Mary's after a serious illness. Isaac and Thomas were buried 
in St Mary's Churchyard.  
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His uncle, another Isaac (1799–1851), was a surgeon living in Elger's 
Row, St John's. He was very interested in the promotion of railway 
systems, and took a prominent part in the opening of the first Bedford 
railway (Bedford to Bletchley) in 1846. The family also had a victuallers or 
victuallers or grocers shop in St John’s Street run by another Isaac Elger. 

Thomas was born on 27 October 1836 in 
Cauldwell Street, and like his father and 
grandfather, he served, as Mayor in 1878. He 
was a pupil at the Bedford Grammar School, 
where he excelled in physics and maths. 
Afterwards, he went on to University College 
London, where he studied civil engineering 
and he was a pupil of Augustus De Morgan 
(1806–1871), who was a well-known logician, 
and Professor of Mathematics.  

After graduating he was for a number of 
years, in the office of Mr John (later Sir John) 
Fowler, engineer of the Forth Bridge, who 
specialised in the construction of railways 
and railway infrastructure. During his period with Mr Fowler, Thomas 
was involved in several important engineering works. These were the 
Menai Bridge, together with the London underground line between 
King’s Cross and Edgware Road, the Metropolitan Line, as well as the 
Severn Valley Railway. He subsequently laid down railways in Denmark 
but operations suddenly ended after Prussia and Austria teamed up and 
declared war on Denmark in 1864.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A trial trip on the new Metropolitan Railway on 14 May 1862. Elger could have been 

in the party which included W E Gladstone.  



22 
 

From an early age he had a keen interest in astronomy, and he made a 
telescope which he used for many years. He inherited his father's estate in 
1864, and this allowed him to retire from civil engineering to pursue 
scientific studies and build his first observatory at 46 Cauldwell Street 
(now College House) where he lived with his mother. His first contact 
with the Royal Astronomical Society, of which he was a Fellow, on 10 
February 1871, was a brief note on the colours of the components of the 
double star Delphini, followed by observations of Venus in 1873. He also 
gave, in the Monthly Notices, the results of a series of observations of 
Saturn, in 1887 and 1888, calling special attention to unusual appearances 
on the crape ring, and to varying form of shadow ball upon the rings. 

However, it was as a selenographer that his name is best known. In 
1878, he became a member of the Selenographical Society – a small 
association of observers devoted to the study of the Moon, which 
continued until 1882, and he contributed several papers on lunar facts to 
its journal. Thomas continued this work in his many letters to the 
Liverpool Astronomical Society (1887–89), and was one of the first 
members of the British Astronomical Association founded in 1890. He 
was Director of the Lunar Section of the Association, and gave three 
excellent reports of the Section in 1891, 1893, and 1895 in which are 
publications of the work done by other observers as well as himself. He 
was a corresponding member of the Astronomical and Physical Society of 
Toronto in 1897 and gave the results of his lunar observations in a series 
of articles in the English Mechanic, a popular weekly science magazine, 
1865–1926, and from 1887 contributed every month to The Observatory, a 
valuable chapter of selenographical notes. The Observatory was available 
regularly starting in 1877 and still remains in circulation today and is 
published every two months. 

In 1880 Thomas married Fanny Gissing the daughter of a local solicitor 
and Registrar of Bedford County Court. They had a new house, Manor 
Cottage, built in Kempston where he also constructed another 
observatory equipped with a four-inch refractor by Cooke, and an 8½-
inch reflector by Calver.  

Elger became a member of a number of astronomical societies and 
was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society in February 
1871. 

He was widely recognised for his book, The Moon – A Full Description 
and Map of the Principal Physical Features, the first accurate map of the 
moon, published in 1895, and which is still in use and highly respected 
and a valuable unique contribution to selenography, including an 
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excellent map of the Moon on a scale of 18 inches to the diameter. 
Thomas drew most of his own illustrations with precision, and the book 
was regarded as one of the best available until the 1960s.  

After Kempston, Elger had a house built at 43 Shakespeare Road, 
Bedford. On 29 December 1896 Thomas suffered a stroke and appeared to 
make some recovery, but the cause of his death was heart failure, and he 
died on Saturday, 9 January 1897, aged 59 years, at his home, Woburn 
House, in Shakespeare Road.  

In 1912 he was honoured by having the lunar crater ‘Elger’ named in 
his honour. 

Elger’s extensive and important collection of papers and drawings 
remained in the basement of Bedford Library for many years until they 
were passed to the British Astronomical Association.. 

Thomas was a keen archaeologist, and had a fine collection of 
antiquities. He was one of the main supporters of the Bedford Library and 
the Literary Institute, and founder of the Bedfordshire Natural History 
Society and Field Club, afterwards united with the Library and Institute.  

After Thomas died, Fanny and two sons, Thomas and John, moved 
from Bedford to live near to the coast at Wilton Road, Battle, Sussex. 
Thomas went on to study medicine. Sadly, he died at the age of 30 years 
in 1913 at Dover. His brother John died in 1955 aged 68 years at Bath, 
Somerset. There is no evidence that Thomas or John were married. Their 
mother spent the rest of her days at Brighton where she died aged 77 
years at 44 Denmark Villas, Hove. On 25 October 1928, her remains were 
conveyed to Bedford to be interred with her husband. 

His original memorial in Foster Hill Road Cemetery, Bedford, was 
removed as it had fallen into disrepair and recently it has been replaced 
with a wooden plaque bearing the inscription. 

 
THOMAS G E ELGER 

SELENOGRAPHER 
& 

AUTHOR 
1836–1897 

 
Sources  
Royal Astronomical Society, Vol 57, p 210; Liverpool Mercury, 12 January 1897; Census 
 

Linda S Ayres, Dan McAndrew & Trevor N Stewart 
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The Moon  
showing the  
Sea of Tranquillity  
and the 
Sea of Serenity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hester Periam Hawkins 
Hester Periam Hawkins was the wife of the famed five times Mayor of 
Bedford, Joshua Hawkins. She was born in Wantage, Oxfordshire, on 18 
November 1846. They married at Woking in 1869 and came to Bedford 
when Hawkins resigned (for doctrinal reasons) as a Methodist Minister 
and purchased part ownership of the Bedfordshire Times newspaper. The 
family lived first in Ashburnham Road, then Linden Road and, after the 
death of her husband, Mrs Hawkins moved to Landsdowne Road before 
finally leaving the town to reside in Surrey with a married daughter.  

Joshua is part of the history of Bedford being responsible for many of 
the improvements in the town which took place during his leadership, 
among these the clearance of the Bedford slum called Waterloo, the 
redevelopment of the Embankment area and, of course, the provision of 
Bedford Park. He was also instrumental in the re constitution of the 
Harpur Charity. 

Joshua’s wife Hester was the least qualified of the Bedfordshire 
astronomers but her contributions to the Royal Astronomical Society are 
well documented and acknowledged and she certainly succeeded in 
making her mark in the male-dominated world of astronomy. Although 
she was purely an amateur astronomer she wrote and published an ABC 
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Guide to Astronomy, Astronomy for Busy People and The Stars From Year 
To Year – With Charts For Every Month: all still available in print and on 
the internet. She was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical 
Society in January 1921 and was a great supporter of the theories 
expounded by Charles Smyth. 

Mrs Hawkins was a follower of the Liberal cause and remained in 
Bedford with her six young children for a number of years after the early 
death of her husband in 1892. She was a committed member of the 
Methodist faith contributing to a new Methodist Hymn Book, The Home 
Hymn Book. Although she died in Surrey in May 1928, she is buried with 
her husband in Bedford Cemetery.           Trevor N Stewart 

— 
 

A History of the Vice-Masters at  
Bedford School 

 
It has been a privilege to serve as Vice-Master at Bedford School for six 
years. When I joined, I knew it was a very old school, founded in 1552. 
The names of all the Head Masters are known back to that date. What I 
did not know is that the job of the Vice-Master is equally old. The Letters 
Patent that established the school in Edward VI’s reign called for ‘one 
Master and one Usher to continue for ever’.

1
 Although the job title has 

changed over the centuries from Usher to Second Master and finally to 
Vice-Master (sometimes hyphenated, sometimes not), the role remains 
essentially the same – to be the Head Master's senior deputy and to assist 
them in all aspects of running the school.  

I set out to discover the names of the Vice-Masters of Bedford School 
going back as far as I could. To my knowledge, no one has attempted this 
before. One thing that piqued my interest is the School Hymn, ‘Domus 
Pater’, which we sing – in Latin – every year on Speech Day and other 
ceremonial occasions. The hymn is attributed to Henry Le Mesurier, 
‘sometime Vice-Master’. If nothing else, I hoped that I could find the 
dates of Le Mesurier’s time at the school to add precision to future 
editions of the hymn book.  

I began by working my way backwards, using the school’s magazine, 
The Ousel, as my guide. I joined the school in 2016 and have met three of 
my four immediate predecessors. Colin Baker held the post from 2008 to 
2016 when he retired. He began teaching at Bedford School in 1979, and 
was Housemaster of St Peter’s, Head of Chemistry, Director of 
International Baccalaureate and Director of Studies before becoming 
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Vice-Master.
2 

John Moule was Vice-Master before him. Moule joined the 
school as Vice-Master from Stowe, where he was Head of History and 
then a Housemaster. He arrived in January 2006. He was appointed Head 
Master upon Dr Philip Evans’ retirement.

3
. In 2014, he went on to become 

Warden (Head) of Radley College. 
Moule’s predecessor was Simon Davies. He came in as Vice-Master 

from Abingdon School, where he was Senior Boarding Housemaster.
4
 He 

taught Biology. He was appointed Head at Eastbourne College and left 
Bedford in July 2005.

5
 Mr Rob Campbell, Head of Art, was the Acting 

Vice-Master in the Autumn Term of 2005.  
Prior to Davies, all Vice-Masters of Bedford School (at least back to 

the early 19th century) were internal appointments, and all but one was in 
the post when they retired, normally after several decades of service to 
the school. Alan Thorp was Vice-Master from 1988–2002. He was born in 
South Africa in 1942. He joined the school in 1970 and taught History and 
later became the school’s first Head of Economics. He also ran rugby and 
was Housemaster of Sanderson’s.

6
 I had the pleasure of meeting him once 

when he came to watch a rugby match at school in my second or third 
year here.  

Michael Barlen was Vice-Master from 1977–88. He was an historian 
and author of several books, including Bedford School and the Great Fire 
(1984). His library was donated to the school after his death and is 
currently housed in the History Department. Barlen arrived at Bedford in 
September 1956. He was Head of History from 1967–77 and was also a 
Housemaster of Pemberley. He chaired the staff planning committee for 
rebuilding of the main school after the 1979 fire. In 1988, he became 
Acting Head Master and then Head Master until his retirement in 1990. 
He was a musician and enjoyed mountain walking.

7
 He died 

unexpectedly soon after his retirement. His widow, Antonia, still attends 
school events regularly.  

Richard (Dick) W Roseveare (Vice-Master from 1973–77) was educated 
at Monckton Combe in Bath and Clare College, Cambridge. He taught for 
two years at King’s School Grantham, then joined Bedford School in 1937. 
He was a Biologist and served for some time as Head of Department. 
From 1941–46 he left the school and served in the Second World War. He 
was Housemaster of Redburn for 15 years. His tribute in The Ousel reads: 
‘He has a natural sympathy with young people, particularly the awkward 
and difficult ones, and many times had seen good where his colleagues 
saw no hope of redemption and has been proved right.

8
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Owen Vaughan Bevan, Vice-Master from 1969–73, was a Bedford 
School boy. He joined Preparatory School (the ‘Inky’) in 1916. Later, he 
studied History at St John’s College, Cambridge. He taught briefly at 
Denstone, then joined the faculty at Bedford School in 1934. He taught 
Latin and French, led the Combined Cadet Force (CCF), and coached the 
1st XV and the 2nd VIII. He was Housemaster of Burnaby during the war.

9
 

Before Bevan, L H (Jack) Clarke served as Vice-Master for five years 
between 1964 and 1969. He was a Mathematician and studied at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge. He came to Bedford in 1930 and taught 
here for 39 years. He wrote several textbooks, ran tennis and was 
Housemaster of Pemberley for 15 years.

10
 

Vernon Frederick (Bob) Dowell Lee was Vice-Master from 1956–1964. 
He was educated at Oundle and joined the teaching staff at Bedford 
School in 1922. He coached the 1st VIII, was Housemaster of Kirkman’s 
and taught Maths as well as other subjects. According to The Ousel, ‘On 
the day before he retired after 42 years of service, he proudly coxed the 1st 
VIII, standing in the stern in the position from which he had coached 
crews for so many years’.

11
 He died in 1986.

12
 

Lee became Vice-Master when H Boys-Stones retired at Christmas 
1955.

13
 Boys-Stones was educated at Shrewsbury. In 1911, while on parade, 

he tripped and fell in front of George V. He went to St John’s College, 
Oxford, but left after a year when the Great War broke out. He served 
throughout it in the King’s Own Regiment. He completed his degree in 
1921 in History and Classics and was appointed at Bedford in 1921. He ran 
the OTC (Officer Training Corps), was Housemaster of Burnaby from 
1931, and always played the lead in staff plays. He was Vice-Master to 
three Head Masters from 1946 until his retirement in 1955 after 34 years of 
service.

14
  

Henry Alwyne Henderson, Vice-Master from 1936 to 1946, taught at 
the school for 42 years. He came to Bedford from Brasenose College, 
Oxford, in January 1904. He was Housemaster of Castleside, the Junior 
Boarding House, then St Peter’s Boarding House. He coached the 1st XV. 
The Ousel said that when he was appointed Vice-Master in 1936, ‘ten 
difficult and exacting years were in store for him.’

15
 Running the school 

during the Second World War , with air-raid sirens, food rationing, 
labour shortages as well as taking on extra boarders from Victoria 
College, Jersey, was undoubtedly extremely difficult. 

Harold Llewelyn David served as Vice-Master in his final three years 
before retiring in 1936. He joined the staff in 1914, but during the Great 
War he enlisted in the Royal Welch Fusiliers and was posted to India. He 
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was known as a gentle man but was said to have ‘within him the burning 
fire of a Thomas Paine on matters which affected the rights and liberties 
of his less fortunate fellows’.

16  
Prior to David, N P Symonds held the post 

for a decade from 1923 to 1933. These were the final ten of his 47 years’ 
service, during which he was heavily involved with Rowing and the CCF. 
On his retirement, The Ousel said that ‘for many years he held the office 
of Vice-Master and more than maintained the dignity of that position’.

17
  

It was tricky to find the date when Symonds took on the role. I was 
able to work out that it was 1923 from a summary of Speech Day of that 
year in which the Head Master congratulated his predecessor, E H Dasent 
on his retirement and thanked him for 40 years of service, saying ‘he was 
never content with slackness or a low standard. 

18
 We know that Dasent 

was Vice-Master because the 1918 School Prospectus lists him as such, as 
do the 1919 and 1922 prospectuses, which are in the Bedford School 
archives. They say that Dasent was on the ‘classical side’ and was a ‘late 
Scholar of Jesus College, Cambridge’. 

Similarly, the dates that H M (Henry McLean) Dymock served as Vice-
Master required some digging. In 1912, The Ousel reported that ‘the 
School assembled on September 20th [to be told] that Mr H M Dymock 
had . . . decided to terminate his long career of devoted service’, noting 
that he had been a member of staff since 1872.

19
 His obituary notice in 

The Ousel in February 1932 said that Dymock was born in 1847. He was 
Vice-Master under three Head Masters. The 1911 Prospectus lists H M 
Dymock, MA, Late Scholar of S. John’s College, Cambridge, as ‘Senior 
Master’. He was educated at King Edward VI's Grammar School at Louth, 
and later at Rugby School. He was Housemaster of St Peter's House 
between 1876–1904. The notice also says that he came to Bedford School 
in 1872 to assist Mr Fanshawe (then Head Master), who was ill. It goes on: 
‘This was three years before [James Surtees] Phillpotts became Head 
Master of Bedford School, under whose and Mr King's rules he held the 
position of Vice-Master.’ 

20
 

If Dymock retired in 1912 and served as Vice-Master under three Head 
Masters, that suggests he was in that post at least since 1874 (the three 
Heads would then be Phillpotts from 1874–1903, John King, 1903–10 and 
Reginald Carter from 1910 on). We know that his predecessor, Henry Le 
Mesurier, the writer of the School Hymn, retired in July 1873.

21
 He had 

served the school for 41 years.  
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Le Mesurier joined the school in 1832, replacing Thomas Brereton (the 
brother of the then Head Master) as Usher at a time when there were 
only 60 boys on roll. John Sargeaunt, the author of the first history of the 
school, said he was a Wykhamist (educated at Winchester). He then 
studied at Brasenose College, Oxford. In the 1830s or 40s, he fought the 
Trustees of the Harpur Trust, who were threatening to reduce the money 
spent on the school in order to fund other activities. He won by proving 
that it was clear from William Harper’s grant that the school was his 
main priority.

22
 His interest in Harper might 

explain his choice of ‘Domus Pater 
Harperiae’ (‘In Harper’s House’) for the 
opening line of the school hymn, which he 
wrote and was first performed in 1861. Le 
Mesurier was also well-known for a harsh 
temper, for giving frequent beatings, and for 
having the ‘appearance of a grizzly bear’ 
particularly in his old age. He is almost 
certainly the subject of the 1861 photograph 
opposite.  

Le Mesurier preferred the term Second 
Master rather than Usher, which had been 
used by previous holders of the post. (The 
term Vice-Master seems not to appear before 
the early 20th century).

23
 As for Thomas 

Brereton, Le Mesurier’s predecessor, he 
became Rector of Steeple Morden in Cambridgeshire around 1830 – 
possibly before leaving Bedford School.

24
 He had been Usher since 1817. 

Prior to that, the post was held by Charles Abbot, a noted botanist and 
author of Flora Bedfordiensis (1798), who was Usher from 1788. Several 
earlier Ushers are mentioned in William Page’s The Victoria History of the 
County of Bedfordshire (1904), presumably from records held in the 
Bedford Borough archives. It may well be possible to trace the list of 
Ushers all the way back to the foundation of the school. But with my time 
in Bedford nearly at an end, I will need to leave that to a future historian 
or Vice-Master. 

 
Vice-Masters of Bedford School  
William Bowles, 1734–1755 
Samuel Towersey, 1755–1776 
David Williams, 1776–1787 
Charles Abbot, 1788–1817 

Thomas Brereton, 1817–32 
Henry Le Mesurier, 1832–1873 
H.M. Dymock, 1874–1912 
E. H. Dasent, 1912–1923 

https://ourfamily63.wordpress.com/2020/11/17/possible-attributions-of-the-h-le-mesurier-photograph/
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Flora_Bedfordiensis/xzg-AAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=L63MDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA173&lpg=PA173&dq=%22Charles+Abbot%22+%22Bedford+School%22&source=bl&ots=9_YjVxVdfp&sig=ACfU3U34iKhq1htHsbdU2Bl1WLTCn3mStg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYy5DHy7z4AhWKd8AKHU9GAgsQ6AF6BAgPEAM#v=onepage&q=%22Charles%20Abbot%22%20%22Bedford%20School%22&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=L63MDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA173&lpg=PA173&dq=%22Charles+Abbot%22+%22Bedford+School%22&source=bl&ots=9_YjVxVdfp&sig=ACfU3U34iKhq1htHsbdU2Bl1WLTCn3mStg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYy5DHy7z4AhWKd8AKHU9GAgsQ6AF6BAgPEAM#v=onepage&q=%22Charles%20Abbot%22%20%22Bedford%20School%22&f=false
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N. P  Symonds, 1923–33  
Harold Llewellyn David, 1933–36 
H.A. Henderson, 1936–1946 
H. Boys–  Stones, 1946–1955 
V. F. Dowell Lee, 1956–1964  
L. H. (Jack) Clarke, 1964–1969 
Owen V. Bevan, 1969–1973  
R.W. Roseveare, 1973–1977  

Michael Barlen, 1977–1988  
Alan Thorp, 1988–2002  
Simon Davies, 2002–2005  
John Moule, 2006–2008  
Colin Baker, 2008–2016  
Daniel Koch, 2016–22 
Sam Baldock, 2022– 

 
Notes 
1. Letters Patent of 1552, reprinted in Michael De–la–Noy, Bedford School: A 

History (1999), pp 223–4.  
2. Ousel, 2015–16, pp 87–89.   3. Ousel, 2013–14, pp 68–9.   4. Ousel, Dec 2002, p 4. 
5. Ousel, 2004–5, p 14.   6. Ousel, June 2002, pp 4–5.   7. Ousel, Dec 1990, p 3. 
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10. Ousel, Oct 1969, pp 123–5.   11. Ousel, Nov 1964, pp 126–7. 
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Daniel Koch 
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AGM and Conference Report 2022 
 
The 2022 AGM and Conference was held on Saturday, 26 June at Priory 
Methodist Church in Bedford and hosted by the Bedfordshire Historical 
Record Society (BHRS). Due to the Covid pandemic, this was the first 
AGM and Conference held since June 2019. 

The day opened with the BLHA AGM which was chaired by Mollie 
Foster. The Chairman’s report highlighted the continued work of the 
BLHA over the past three years through the pandemic with 
communication via the website, email newsletters and Zoom meetings. 
Treasurer’s reports were presented for 2019–2020, 2020–2021 and 2021–

https://ourfamily63.wordpress.com/2020/11/15/retiring-from-bedford-school/
https://ourfamily63.wordpress.com/2020/11/15/retiring-from-bedford-school/
http://breretonhistory.ca/Breretons%20of%20Bedford%202021%20.pdf
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2022. The reports were approved and committee members were elected 
for the forthcoming year. 

Following on from the BLHA AGM, Bob Ricketts, CBE, who is the 
Chair of the BHRS welcomed the delegates, speakers, authors and 
societies attending the Conference the theme of which was The Home 
Front in Bedfordshire During Both World Wars. 

The first speaker was Richard Galley who gave a talk entitled 
‘Bedford’s Highlanders: The Scottish Invasion of Bedford August 1914’. 
Richard was piped into the hall by Pipe Major Donald Reid of Bedford 
Pipe Band playing ‘Highland Laddie’. Richard began by discussing 
Donald's uniform, a replica WW1 uniform of a Pipe Major of one of the 
Territorial battalions of the Gordon Highlanders. It would have been a 
common sight in Bedford and, in the main, the uniform of the troops 
worn both in and out of the line by Highlanders on the Western Front. 
Richard described the uniform and went on to give a fascinating talk 
about life in Bedford for the Highlanders, how life changed for many 
locals in Bedford and from the soldiers' letters about their life in France 
as many kept in touch with their Bedford hosts. Many of the images used 
by Richard were taken from photographic postcards of the day producing 
a vivid image of Bedford life. 

Paul Brown of the Leighton Buzzard and District Archaeological and 
Local History Society (LBDALHS) gave the second talk of the conference 
which was entitled Leighton Buzzard During the Great War. Although a 
small market town of only 7,000 at the outbreak of war Paul 
demonstrated clearly the significant contribution that the town made to 
the war effort. Sand had been exploited in the area for many years before 
the war by Arnolds, but it suddenly became much more important for 
foundry work. Morgan and Co were a motorworks in the town that, apart 
from carriages for the war effort, eventually built aeroplanes for the Royal 
Flying Corps including the large Vickers Vimy. Bullivant and Co 
manufactured wire ropes for anti-submarine and torpedo nets. Many 
troops were billeted here and trained at the nearby Halton Camp. 

The third talk of the morning session was given by Rob Bollington of 
Willington Local History Group and entitled ‘Willington A Village During 
WWI’. This well-illustrated talk highlighted some of the residents of the 
village and their different contributions to the war effort. Rob also 
showed the general preparations in the village for Civil Defence, which 
were forerunners of the preparations for 1939. 
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The Willington talk ended the morning session and delegates broke 
for a superb buffet lunch, time to catch up with acquaintances, browse 
the society, heritage and commercial stands and book signings. 

The afternoon session began with a presentation by Thomas Larner, 
Archivist from Bedfordshire Archives, entitled ‘Luton during WWII’. 
Thomas’ talk began with an introduction to the Bedfordshire Archives 
Cataloguing system and how this could be used to look for research 
sources for Luton during WWII. Some examples of searches include 
Luton Air Raid Precautions, Evacuees, bombing and a photograph 
collection from Hayward and Tyler. 

A break mid-afternoon allowed time for tea, coffee and cake, also for 
browsing and catching up with many acquaintances. 

The final presentation of the day was by Boydell & Brewer and BDM 
ArcScan who are leaders in digitisation and document management. They 
demonstrated the new online Digital Heritage Library and, working on 
behalf of the BHRS, the launch of the Bedfordshire Magazine online. This 
very forward-thinking project is the beginning of a programme to put 
online all of the BHRS publications and make them available to members 
and non-members through a subscription. This digital technology shows 
adaptation to the future of local history research and to the requirements 
of a younger audience 

The conference was drawn to a close by Martin Lawrence, MBE, Vice-
President of the BLHA. Martin thanked the BHRS for hosting this year’s 
event, particularly Bob Ricketts and Stuart Antrobus and their team of 
assistants for putting so much work into making such a successful 
conference; also Priory Methodist Church for use of their facilities and 
the Cake Shop, Putnoe, for providing the excellent catering. A conference 
has been held by the BLHA every year since 1988 except for the past two 
years because of the pandemic, it was good to have the opportunity to 
meet again and with such high-quality speakers. Martin also thanked the 
speakers, the 75 delegates, 19 BLHA member societies and 4 authors for 
attending. Finally, he was pleased to be able to announce that George 
Howe, the Chair of Potton History Society, has confirmed that Potton will 
host the next BLHA Conference in June 2023. 

Societies & Organisations attending the conference (*with a stand): 
Ampthill and District Archaeological and Local History Society*; BDM 
Arcscan; Bedford Architectural, Archaeological and Local History 
Society*; Bedford’s Highlanders: Richard Galley*; Bedfordshire Archives*; 
Bedfordshire Family History Society*; Bedfordshire Gardens Trust*; 
Bedfordshire Historical Record Society*; Bedfordshire Local History 
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Association*; Boydell & Brewer; Clapham Historical Society; Colmworth 
& Neighbours History Society; Dunstable and District Local History 
Society*; Friends of Bedford Cemetery*; Friends of the Higgins; 
Harlington Heritage Trust; Leighton Buzzard and District Archaeological 
and Local History Society*; Maulden History Society; Northants Heritage 
Forum; Potton History Society; Roxton & District Local History Group; 
Sharnbrook Local History Group*; The Higgins Museum; Turvey History 
Society*; Western Front Association; Willington Local History Group; 
Women of Bedford; 306th Bombardment Group Museum, Thurleigh*; 
The Eagle Bookshop*.  

Book signings by four authors: Stuart Antrobus, Life in Bedford During 
the Second World War; Rob Bollington, Willington in the First World War; 
Mike Osborne, Defending Bedfordshire: The Military Landscape from 
PreHistory to the Present Day; Colin Watt, Clophill in the Great War. 

Clive Makin 
Secretary, Bedfordshire Local History Association 

— 
 

Book Review 
 
The Forgotten Giant of Bletchley Park: Brigadier John Tiltman, by Harold 

Liberty. Barnsley: Pen & Sword Military, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
S70 2AS, 2022. ISBN 978–1–39908–961–6, £20 

Harold Liberty considers Brigadier John Tiltman (1894–1982), known as 
'The Brig', as the ‘forgotten giant' of the Bletchley Park story. 

Liberty says that Tiltman’s ‘code-breaking skills were held in awe by his 
colleagues’ and he became the Senior Cryptanalyst at Bletchley Park, 
unofficially from 1941 onwards, when Dilly Knox was incapacitated 
through ill-health, and officially from 1943. He was turned to when help 
was needed and was so able that, when well past retirement age, both the 
UK and the USA wanted to make use of his talents. Tiltman was ‘liked, 
admired, even loved by those around him’. Although a military man he was 
relaxed about matters others were pernickety about, and would do what 
was good, or kind, and it was hard to find anyone who sincerely disliked 
him. But he has none of Turing’s reputation, nor the historical recognition 
that belatedly came to Denniston or Welchman: 

 
he did not go on from Bletchley Park to be in the House of Lords like Baroness 

Trumpington, Hugh Trevor-Roper or Asa Briggs, nor play chess for England as 

Alexander did, nor help to found the science of computing like Turing or Peter 

Hilton. Instead he remained a man committed to his calling in cryptology, serving 
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his country (and others) with quiet and professional competence unrivalled . . . by 

any of his time. 
 
This book seeks to redress the balance and in 11 chapters set out the 

essence of ‘The Brig’. Chapter 1 gives the background to his youth and the 
First World War, though the author admits that research is ongoing in this 
area. Chapters 2 and 3 cover the inter-war period and his entry into 
cryptography.  

Chapter 4 covers the codes and tells, with examples, of his 
achievements in this area, such as the Russian, Comintern, Japanese, 
German police, artillery and railway Enigma codes and others and is one of 
the longest chapters in the book. 

Chapter 5 covers Tiltman’s travels as a representative and diplomat for 
the UK with allied powers and on matters of ciphers and codes between 
the wars and during the Second World War. Chapter 6 covers the early 
years of the war and his work on the Japanese codes while Chapter 7 picks 
up the theme of his international diplomacy more especially with the US 
where co-operation was vital but sometimes quite difficult, especially with 
the US Navy Department. 

Chapter 8 attempts to explore the man himself as seen through his 
relationships with his colleagues – remembered as ‘a shy man, but warm 
and generous in his friendship’. Chapter 9 covers the later years of the war 
and the post-war period and how the results of his work paid off. Chapter 
10 covers his post-war diplomacy with the Americans and French in great 
detail and in Chapter 11 Tiltman’s later years. He should have retired at 60 
but his talents were still needed by GCHQ and he had only a small army 
pension so he worked on until 1964 when he moved to the USA to be 
nearer his daughter and became a consultant to the National Security 
Agency. 

The text uses quotations from Tiltman’s own papers and other sources 
and successfully presents a rounded portrait of the man and the world of 
cryptology (with some brain teasers for readers!). The book is well 
produced on good paper with 16 pages of photographs and supported with 
appendices and notes. It is an absorbing read for those with an interest in 
Bletchley Park and codes. 

In conclusion, the author says: ‘when his country needed him 
[Tiltman} was there. He did some things which perhaps no-one else could 
have done, to help save his country, win a war and maintain peace.’ 

Ted Martin 
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Society Bookshelf 
Books published by our history societies: contact the Editor if you wish 

your society’s books to be included 
 
At the Long Ford: A History of Langford, by Michael Rutt; Ed, Ted Martin. 

Paperback, 172pp incl indexes. Price £7 (£10 by post). Langford & District 
History Society, 2021. Copies obtainable through the Editor. 

Beats, Boots and Thieves – A History of Policing in North Bedfordshire, By Des Hoar 
and Richard Handscomb. Sharnbrook Local History Group. 2013. Paperback, 
146 pp, £10 from 24 Loring Road, Sharnbrook, Bedford MK44 1JZ. 

Bedford History Timeline, by Alan Crawley and Bob Ricketts. Bedford 
Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society. 2019, Paperback, 
94pp, 119 illustrations. Price £8, from the Eagle Bookshop, 16–20 St Peter’s 
Street, Bedford MK40 2NN or £10 incl postage from Bob Ricketts, 68 Mendip 
Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.  

Bedford Town Centre Statues, by Stuart Antrobus, £5, on sale only at the John 
Bunyan Museum shop, Mill Street, Bedford, MK40 3EU. Tel 01234 270303. 
Tuesday to Saturday 11am to 4pm. 

Clophill in the Great War: Those who Died and those who Survived, by Colin Watt. 
Hardback, A5 landscape, 169pp, £12.50 + £2.50 p& p. For purchase details see: 
website bit.ly/307uLMM or phone 01525 860922. 

Colmworth and Neighbouring Villages: Then and Now, by Colmworth and 
Neighbours History Society. 2018. Paperback, 46pp, 100+ illustrations, £5 + £2 
postage from Dave Jarrett, 3 Collingwood Road, Eaton Socon, PE19 8JQ. 

Henry John Sylvester Stannard with notes on his daughter Theresa Sylvester 
Stannard, by Richard Morgan. Bedfordshire Local History Association, 2018. 
48pp incl index. Available via the BLHA website http://www.bedfordshire-
lha.org.uk, £5 + p&p. 

Langford Then and Now 2006. Langford & District History Society, 2006. 
Paperback, 40 pp, 80+ photos, £4 from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 
312556 or rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Langford through the Lens Volume 1. Langford & District History Society, reprinted 
with amendments 2021 to include Langford: A Village Walk. Paperback, 138 pp, 
70 photos, £7, from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 312556 or 
rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Langford through the Lens, Volume 2. Langford & District History Society. 1992. 
Paperback, 80 pp, 80+ photos, £3, from Rowena Wolfe by phone or email: 01767 
312556 or rowena.wolfe@btinternet.com. 

Life in Bedford during the Second World War, by Stuart Antrobus. Published by 
Bedford Architectural, Archaeological and Local History Society, 2021. A4 
paperback, 102pp, incl Appendices 18pp, Indexes, 13pp, 85 illustrations. Price 
£11, from the Eagle Bookshop, 16–20 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 2NN or 
£13, incl postage, from BAALHS (cheque payable to BAALHS), Bob Ricketts, 68 
Mendip Crescent, Bedford, MK41 9EP.  

Willington in the First World War by Robert Bollington. Gostwick Press. 2018. 
96pp, £6 from Willington Local History Group (cheque to be payable to them) 
c/o Rob Bollington, 2 Beauchamp Place, Willington MK44 3QA. 
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