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BLIIA W0RKSHO?: MAPS F0R, LOCAL HIST0RY
A Workshop will be held on Saturday 18th October 2003 from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. in the Beilforitshire flnd Luton
Archives and Records Service, County Hall, Bedford. This workshop will introduce the wealth of historic maps available in
Record Offices for the study of local history, whether researching a single house, village or a whole parish. Topics to be covered
by Stephen Coleman (Ilistoric Environment Information Officer, BCC) will include the fulI range of 19th century Ordnance
Survey maps, town plans, estate maps and parish maps, such as enclosure and tithe. With the help of Nigel Lutt (Customer
Operations Manager, BLARS) there will be several opportunities for attendees to view and make use of a wide variety of maps,
both copies and originals. A guide will also be provided to useful publications.
Lunch will not be provided,therefore, please bring a packed lunch or visit Bedford town centre. Parking will be available in the
main car park at Coun$, Hall for the usual Saturday fee of f 1.00. However, this charge can be avoided by parking in either of
the other County Hall car parks along the east side of the building or opposite the entrance to Bedford College, both off
Cauldwell Street. Numbers will be strictly limited to 20 and applications will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis, so
please register promptly. The charge for the day will be 15.00 and includes coffee or tea.

Please Register

by 10th October 2003 to the BLHA

Secretary: Elisabeth Field,

Tel: 01525 633029,

E-mail:

elisabeth.field@ntlworld-com. Stephen Coleman can also help with queries on 01234 291539 (evenings).

AIINUAL OEIIENAL MEETIIIO E ANIIUAL f,OIIFERFIUCE 2OA4
Following falling attendances at recent AGMs culminating in a lack of a quorum at last years meeting, a number of members
have suggested that it would be better held during the BLHA Annual Conference. Your Committee has decided to adopt this
suggestion and, therefore, the 2004 Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, 12e June 2A04. Aspecific start and
finishing time will be given to allow members who do not wish to take part in the conference to attend. Full details will be
given in our next issue. Please give the AGM your support to ensure the effective operation of the business of the Association.
The 2004 BLHA Conference will be hosted by the Biggleswade Ilistory Society and will take place on Saturday 12th of
June 2004. A fulI and interesting programme is promised. Full details will be given in our next issue.

Letter to the Editor from John Pitts of Toddington Historical Society tel. 01525 874515
I hope you will forgive me plugging our programmefor 200314. We have taken the big step of moving into the bigger main hall
at Toddington Village Hall and we would like to maximise the attendance at our meetings to take advantage of the extra seating
etc. as well as ensure there is extra cash flow to meet the additional expense. Any help in publicising our evening would be
greatly appreciated.
Al1 events are held at Toddington Village Hall in Leighton Road on Tuesday evenings in the main hall. Doors open @ 8pm for
8.15pm start. Guests are actively encouraged and are very welcome (subj ect to a small donation of f 1 .) as we are now using the
main hall and will have far more room than before.
September 30th 2003 Dr Elizabeth Adey speaking on " Frederick Thurston, Photographer"
October 28th2003
Joan Curran speaking on "Hats & Bonnets"
November 25th2003 Simon Rowell speaking on "Peacocks of Bedford"
December No meeting
January 27th2004
Paul Bowes speaking on "The History of Wellsprings, Hockliffe"
February 24th2004 Ian Waller speaking on "Bread, Gruel & Suet Dumplings"
March 30th 2004
Pam Ward speaking on "Work of a Church Architect"
Apil27th2004
AGM and social event.
May 251h2004
Stuart Antrobus speaking on "The History of Village Schools".
June 29th 2004
Norman Holding speaking on "War Time Mysteries"
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THE ORANGERY AT WREST PARK
Mike Turner

Introduction
At the end of World War II the gardens at Wrest
Park were in a most dilapidated state. Virtually no

during an experiment on levelling machinery. One
of the garden buildings in a severe state of decay
was the Orangery, Fig 1.

attention had been paid to them since the onset of The Orangery
war, most of the lakes had been drained and tree
growth unrestrained, presumably so that the gardens The Orangery was built around the time of the new
would not remain a recognisable landmark from the house in 1835. It was'designed by James Clephan
air. In 1946 the wartime tenants of the house, the the architect/clerk of works responsible for putting
Earl de Grey's ideas for
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de Plaisance" by J F
Blondel, 1737. The
E building replaced an

public Buildings urd
Works. The National
Institute of Agricultural
Engineering became th"
new tenants of the estate.
The Institute t ud
previously been moved

original

greenhouse,

designed by
Langley around

Batty
1735,

which used to face south
towards the bowling
from its roots in Oxford :=-:l:T:,::;:Fig' l: The near derelict oranserv in 1946
green. Remnants of the
University to A;ld;
foundations of this can still be seen in the basement
Bryan in Yorkshire for the duration of the war.
of the present Orangery which contains not only
In the gardens no gravel paths were visible, being vaulted storage bays but also two large fire places
totally overgrown with grass. Fortunately a dry and water tanks and a well to service the building.
summer in 1948 showed up all the underlying The old pump outlet from a basement tank can still
gravel paths and these were tined up to re-establish be seen in one comer of the Orangery. The rear wall
them apart from those either side of the Long Canal. is a fire wall which was heated by the hot flue gases
A11 the un-drained lakes
from the fires. The ornate
chimney piece was
were full of silt and rushes.
The lakes required so much
dredging in 1948-49 that a
light railway was installed
alongside some of them to
remove the dredged silt. At
the time much of the
garden was under the
plough and being used for
field experiments on
irrigation and cultivation.
The present croquet lawns
were eventually levelled

salvaged from the old house
at Wrest and installed in the

Fig.:2a Exterior view of Orangery in
early 1900s

Orangery.
The purpose of the building
was to house orange trees in
large tubs during the winter
months. A large set of doors
at the northern end enabled
these large trees in tubs,
weighing about 1 ton, to be
taken out during the
summer months and placed
Cont. onpage 3 col.I
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roughly where the Portuguese Laurels are now. The
original orange trees were bought from King LouisPhilippe "most of which are Sevilles, and are

the roof was
repaired and

the

exterior
carrying a nice even crop". (The Gardener's rendering
Chronicle 1885). By 1900 the trees were amongst painted.
Originally the
orange trees in
tubs, whilst
they were still
small, would
have
placed

been

alongside the

main

gravel
paths during
the summer

months.

Fig. 2b: Interior view of Orangery in

later
they

In

years

Fig. 4. Restoration in progress
would
probably only have been put on the gravel outside
the Orangery, see Fig.2a.
In the post-war restoration the gravel paths were
lined with Portuguese Laurels in white tubs which
evenfually rotted away as the trees became very

early1900s
the largest in England, Figs. 2a and2b.
Similar Orangeries can be seen at Versailles and
Vaux-le-Vicomte where the trees in tubs are still
stored over winter. A photograph of the garden

staff in front of the Orangery early in the 20th
century shows not only the number of such staff but
also a selection of the garden implements they
used, Fig 3.

Fig.5. The restored Orangery
large. In the latest replanting the laurels have been
planted directly into the ground. The attraction of
Porfuguese Laurels is that they look very like
orange trees and being hardy have been used in
many stately gardens to maintain the summer
appearance throughout the year. Unfortunately they
do not bear oranges!

Fig. 3 The Garden staff and their equipment
in the early 1900's.

The Orangery was restored in the 1950's by the
Ministry to more or less its present state, Figs. 4 and
5. The latest work took place in the 1990's when
3
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New Publications
TIIE ML STORY by John Moffitt, pub. by Japonica
Low Green Farm, Hurton, Driffield, YO25 gPX.

Press,

(te1.01377 270209).Price

John Moffrtt

f2495 post free.

is a cattle breeder, agriculturat

53 illustrations of the social history of the 20e Century.

author and

founder of tle Hunday Museum. He is the proud owner of tJre
Ivel Tractor no. 131, in his book he has delved deep into the

history of Daniel Albone's brief but productive life. Whilst
still in his teens Dan set up in business as a bicycle
manufacturer and soon began to design, invent and patent
bicycles and cycling equipment. He went on to to produce

motor cycles and an lvel motor car before turning his
attention, and considerable energy, to the design of a tractor.

In 1902, after five years of research, he took out a patent

and

astonished the rvorld's press with his revolutionary ideas. The
Ivel Tractor was produced in 1903 just three years before
Dan's death at the age of 46.
The book not only covers the story ofthe tractor itselfbut also
the life and times of the Albone family and Dan's many other
inventions. It is well illustrated with photographs,
reproductions ofold brochures, plans, press cuttings and other

memorabilia.

VAUXHALL MOTORS AND THE LUTON ECONOMY
1902-2002 by Len Holden pub. by Bedfordshire Historical
Record Society via the Boydell Press. (BRHS Vol. 82) IIb,
ISBN 0 85155 068 l.
BHRS Volume 78 Strawopolis by Stephen Bunker explored
the relationship of the hat trade to the development of Luton
in the 191h Century, this new volume studies the similar
relationship of another dominant industry in the 20{' Century
and the consequential changes in t}re economy of and life in
Luton. Len Holden charts the course of the company in detail
from it's humble beginnings in 1857 as a boat engine builder
through it's successes and failures, it's takeover by General
Motors and, finally, to the cessation of car assembly at Luton
in 2002. The complex relationships within the company at

Luton, with

it's

American parent and

with unions

are

examined together with the complex interaction with the local

&

national politicians and loc.al

&

associations. The effect of Vauxhall's policies on the other industries
and their employees in the area is considered in depth. 250 pages and

national federations &

BEDFORD'S MOTORING EERITAGE by Richard
& Alan Crawley pub. by Sutton Publishing, Sb.,

Wildman

ISBN 0 1509 32ZZ 8. price f.12.99.
This book is a well researched survey of Bedlbrd's motoring
history of the past 100 years, commencing from the Motor Car
Act of 1903 requiring the compulsory registration of all motor
cars (at a cost of Il) and the display of number plates. The
authors sfudy Bedford's own early car manufacturers. the
most productive of which, The Adams Manufacturing Co.
Ltd., survived for ten years before becoming the Igranic
Electrical Company & concentrating on electric motor control
gear. There follows an in depth strrdy of the early history of
Bedford ga"rages helped by the extensive prirrat€ archive of
one of the co-authors, who spent much of his early career as
third generation managing director of the family motor
business. There are chapters on Other Garages, the Bedford
Police, Bedford Motor Club and Cars in the Street Scene. The
book is lavishly illustrated throughout with excellently
reproduced contemporary photographs, building plans. bills
etc.
1940s -1990s byEric Meadows pub. By
Tempus Publishing Ltd., The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud,

BEDFORDSHIRE

Gloustershire, GL5

2. (tel. 01453 883300). Sb., ISBN

0

75242654 O,price ,11.99 post free from the publisher.
A comprehensirre series of photographs of scenes throughout
the County, a great many from the 1950s and 1960s., before
the ravages of Dutch Elm Disease. Many recording scenes
that can no longer be recaptured, farming techniques have
changed, some buildings have been demolished, others have
been extensively altered as later included photographs

sometimes illustrate. This book captures the beauty and
diversity of the Bedfordshire scene in the high quality
photographs one has come to expect from Eric Meadows. The
photographs are complemented by the informative captions.
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